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Morine Krissdóttir and Kevin Taylor provide notes on the life and career of the 
publisher, and literary agent, Christopher Sinclair-Stevenson, who died on 20 January 
2025, aged 85, and who as Morine explains did a great deal to try and “sell” Powys 
after the change over from the Pollingers who had previously managed JCP’s literary 
estate. Morine describes how much she enjoyed working with Sinclair-Stevenson on 
various Powysian projects.	
	 We also remember and say farewell to other members Anthony Green and John 
Sanders. Anthony was a talented musician, piano teacher, recitalist and composer who 
completed several musical compositions inspired by the works of JCP. Anthony died 
over the last Christmas period. According to Anthony’s music and books executor 
he was “a big fan” of JCP who mentioned the Powys Society in conversations with 
his musical friends and colleagues on several occasions. John Sanders was a long-
serving member of the Powys Society and an admirer of the work of Katie Powys 
who often participated in the Llewelyn birthday walks and did much to conserve the 
condition of Katie’s oak cross in the churchyard at East Chaldon where she is buried 
close to Sylvia Townsend Warner and Valentine Ackland.
	 Kevin Taylor reports on two new publishing achievements at Penguin Modern 
Classics which might help to bring JCP to a new generation of readers.
	 Julia Mathews reports on a talk on Sylvia Townsend Warner at Gillingham 
Library in February.
	 Dawn Collins reviews a Zoom meeting and discussion of Gamel Woolsey’s 
memoir of the Spanish Civil War – Death’s Other Kingdom. To complement the 
review, we present JCP’s original introduction to Gamel’s book.
	 We have notes on discovering JCP in Australia, a Powysian inspired poem and 
feedback by a member commenting on the experience of reading TFP and Llewelyn. 
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	 We reproduce the image of a dramatic cover for a French edition of Morwyn.
	 A significant part of this Newsletter highlights the early lecturing career of JCP in 
Lewes and the discovery of a complete set of newspaper reviews of JCP’s lectures on 
Roman history delivered in Lewes Town Hall in 1900 but which the Oxford University 
Extension authorities found factually inaccurate. JCP claimed in Autobiography that 
the authorities decided that he must never lecture on any historical subject again!
	 Pam Gillingham provides an update on the latest restoration of the oak cross 
marking Katie’s grave site in East Chaldon churchyard.
	  Chris Thomas, 
	 Hon. Secretary
 

Tributes to Christopher Sinclair-Stevenson:
author and literary agent

27/6/1939-20/1/2025

From Morine Krissdóttir:
Although literary agents were 
increasingly employed by authors 
in the 1920’s and 1930’s, the Powys 
brothers tended to rely on friends to 
find publishers for their works. John 
Cowper relied on his manager Arnold 
Shaw to find a publisher for his first 
books and it was Theodore Dreiser 
who convinced Simon and Schuster to 
take his successful Wolf Solent. Powys 
himself negotiated with W. W. Norton 
to take The Meaning of Culture and 
was chuffed by the offer of $300: “we 
even began discussing the author’s 
percentage & I said I’d be content with 
10%. I dare say I could have stood 
out for 15% on each copy but you 
know how difficult these things are! I consider I’ve done pretty well to demand 
the $300.” It was the outcome of the publication of A Glastonbury Romance, with 
its damaging libel suit, that pushed him to seek professional help. He had handled 
the business so badly that his publishers, Simon and Schuster, suggested that he 
contact Laurence Pollinger who at this period was employed by Curtis Brown, the 
company that represented American publishers as agents. Powys was delighted by 
Pollinger’s common sense and asked Pollinger to represent him independently.       

Christopher Sinclair-Stevenson.
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The literary agency Pearn, Pollinger and Higham was founded by Laurence Pollinger 
shortly thereafter. They continued with Pollinger through thick and mostly thin, and 
afterwards with his son Gerald Pollinger.
	 After John Cowper’s death Francis Powys became the literary executor and copy-
right holder of the Estate. Over the years Francis had become irritated by what he 
considered Gerald’s lack of enthusiasm. Shortly before his death Francis showed me 
a small exercise book in which he wrote draft business letters and kept track of the 
royalties. On the left side he would draft a pleasant letter to Pollinger: “I am so glad 
that you had such a pleasant time on the Great Ouse” and on the right side what he 
would like to say: “Many thanks for your rude letter. Did you know that there are 
plenty of other agents?”  
	 He looked to his son, John, to keep the writings of John Cowper alive. Francis 
made me his literary advisor as subsequently did John. When Francis died in 1998, 
we felt that the first step was to find a new agent and to get the works back into print.
	 In 1996 the American Overlook Press published a hardback and softback of 
A Glastonbury Romance and imported it into the UK in 1998. To the delight of 
Powysians it received ecstatic reviews in America and even a stir in England. At this 
point the literary agent Christopher Sinclair-Stevenson expressed interest. John and 
I met him and were impressed by his ideas. John and his wife Mandy asked him to 
become the literary agent for the Powys Estate.
	 The Estate and the Powys Society were extremely lucky to have found Christopher. 
He had been managing director of Hamish Hamilton, which folded into the Penguin 
empire in 1985. In 1990 he launched his own imprint, Sinclair-Stevenson Ltd., with 
an unorthodox biography of the writer Charles Dickens by Peter Ackroyd, and his 
gamble on Richard Ellmann’s biography of Oscar Wilde paid off. For a few years 
his diplomatic – and financial – manoeuvres meant he could pay his writers far more 
than the London trade had ever offered before. Apart from Ackroyd, his band of 
favoured authors included Susan Hill, William Boyd and Paul Theroux. It was not 
to last. One of the obituaries called him “a slender human bridge between old school 
London publishing and the corporate book industry that swallowed it.” By 1992 his 
imprint had been sold to the Reed Group, which in 1995 passed it to Random House 
– which closed it down. Ever resilient Christopher became a literary agent.
	 Over the years the novels of JCP and Theodore had been contracted, offset, 
optioned, reprinted and sub contracted to an incredible number of different publishers 
and his first task was to sort this out -a task which took Christopher many months 
of patient work. Once that was completed he set out to find a publisher who would 
publish all JCP’s major works in quick succession to build up the momentum created 
by Overlook’s Glastonbury reprint. He had worked with Tony Lacey, publishing 
Director at Penguin, and Lacey expressed great interest in the project but could not 
get past the bottom line of Penguin’s accountants. Undaunted Christopher turned 
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to Peter Mayer, owner of Overlook Press. (Mayer had been Chairman of Penguin 
from 1978 to 1996 and as well had published several of Christopher’s novels - the 
publishing world is or was a small interconnected world.)  Christopher sent me over 
to New York to convince Peter Mayer to publish JCP’s major novels. As well as 
Glastonbury, in the end he published and kept in print both hardback and paperback 
editions of Weymouth Sands, Maiden Castle, Owen Glendower, the complete Porius 
and my biography of John Cowper, Descents of Memory. Sinclair-Stevenson also 
negotiated publication of a number of JCP’s novels as well as Die Tagebucher with 
the German publisher Residenz Verlag, and persuaded Faber Finds to republish a 
number of JCP’s later novels and my first book about Powys, The Magical Quest.
	 When Christopher died, there were long obituaries in the Guardian, the Times  
and the Telegraph celebrating him as a “wonderful editor and agent”. For myself I 
would add – a gentleman and a friend.
	 Despite all Christopher’s efforts, JCP never “took off” like some of his other 
author clients. Each year end he would send me, as literary advisor, a list of royalty 
payments. I think my last payment for Descents was £1.86 and the Powys Estate 
never did dine out on their proceeds. Nonetheless when he died, Mandy Powys 
wrote to me “I found it rather comforting to get his traditional letters and cheques 
handwritten in blue fountain pen.”  

From Kevin Taylor (Editor The Powys Journal):
I was aware of Christopher Sinclair-Stevenson from the late-1980s as a titan of 
British publishing, but didn’t meet him until 30 March 2017, on Powys Society 
business. In his favourite brasserie, round the corner from his home since 1965 on 
South Terrace in South Kensington, Dawn Collins, Timothy Hyman, Chris Thomas 
and I encountered a suave, well-groomed literary agent of advancing years. The 
rendezvous was made by letter and landline (he didn’t do email or carry a mobile). 
While professing no knowledge of ‘eBooks’, Christopher nonetheless gave his 
enthusiastic blessing to our project to publish digital editions of John Cowper Powys’ 
six major novels for the Amazon Kindle. I corresponded with him regularly after that, 
and had lunch with him (again in Aubaine on the Brompton Road, where the waiters 
knew what he wanted without him having to tell them) on 13 October 2022, by which 
time his health was failing and I was to take over from him as agent to the Powys 
estate. As is evident from the files I inherited, he could do battle for the Powyses, 
stoutly defending their interests in his dealings with any publisher who showed an 
interest in JCP or TFP or (while he remained in copyright) Llewelyn. Christopher’s 
communications were handwritten on fine paper headed by a smart fleur-de-lys, the 
handwriting matching in elegance his rich Etonian accent. Other Powys Society 
projects he supported were Morine Krissdóttir’s edition of the Wolf Solent Deleted 
Chapters (published as a supplement to The Powys Journal, Vol. XXXI, 2021) and 
our ongoing right to quote freely from the writings of JCP (whether published or 
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unpublished) in our Newsletter and other publications. Christopher – also a long-time 
secretary of The Literary Society dining club – never made significant money from 
his representation of the Powyses, and it is likely that the estates of John Galsworthy, 
Lionel Davidson and other such authors in his stable provided greater financial 
incentive, but he was unfailingly committed to them as important writers and saw it 
as his mission to perpetuate their literary legacy. He was a publisher and agent of the 
old school, whose like we may not see again.

Chris Thomas
In Memoriam

 Anthony Green

Anthony Green died 
during the last Christmas 
period. Anthony had been 
a member of the Society 
for a long time and was 
a frequent attendee at 
our annual conference. 
Anthony was a talented 
musician, a revered piano 
teacher and composer. 
Anthony combined his 
love of JCP’s writing 
with his love of music. 
He was inspired by JCP’s 
works to produce several 
compositions, based on 
Powysian themes and sources, including The Slow Worm of Lenty and A JCP 
Symphony for orchestra which he also transcribed for piano.
	 From 1979-1981 Anthony studied composition in Budapest at the Liszt Academy. 
It was while he was in Hungary that he discovered the novels of JCP. Anthony was 
a finalist in the BBC chamber music competition in 1969 and the Beethoven Liszt 
competition in 1976. Some of his compositions have been performed on both BBC 
and Hungarian radio. Anthony was a piano teacher at Trinity College of Music from 
1990.
	 Members may wish to read more information about Anthony, his music and his 
association with JCP’s writing in articles in NL 83, November 2014, p.51 and NL 84, 
March 2015, p.15.

Anthony Green.
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Remembering John Sanders

Pat Quigley has forwarded 
to the Newsletter a note 
he received from the 
daughter-in-law of John 
Sanders:
	 My name is Rebecca 
Sanders, and I am the 
daughter-in-law of John 
Sanders. I must inform you 
that John passed away on 
Monday, 19th March, 
after a short illness that he 
was unable to overcome. 
I’m reaching out to ensure 
you have the information 
and can pass it on to any 
relevant contacts or associates. I apologise for having to contact you in this way, but 
I felt it was important to share this news. Thank you for your understanding.
Kind regards, Rebecca Sanders
Pat Quigley writes: Sad news about the passing of John Sanders. His daughter-in-
law gives the date as 19th March, but it must be yesterday, 17th (March). 
	 I knew John through Rosemary Dickens and met him on a Llewelyn birthday 
walk in 2018. He was a thoughtful and considerate man, very eager to preserve the 
cross on the grave of Katie Powys. I knew he was in poor health, but death always 
comes as a sense of surprise and loss. 
Neil Atkin-Lee writes about John: I write to record a heart-felt tribute to my dear 
friend John Sanders who sadly passed away on March 17th following a short illness.                                      
	 John was a much loved and well-respected member of the Powys Society for many 
years, and a carpenter by trade, was known for his selfless devotion to the  restoration 
and preservation of Katie Powys’s oak cross in St Nicholas’ churchyard, which he 
dutifully maintained at his own expense annually for almost thirty years.                                                                                            
	 We first met following John’s response to my ‘letter to the Editor’ (Powys Society 
Newsletter No.20 November 1993) and our correspondence led to his first visit to my 
home in the Derbyshire Peak District the following year.                           
	 I quickly found that he was a tireless and prodigious walker and nurtured a deep 
love for the Dorset coast. This was confirmed in October 1994 when we shared a 
week at Chydyok courtesy of Janet Pollock, and attempted to emulate Llewelyn by 
exploring the surrounding Powys landscape and walked (at least) ten miles every day!                                                                                                            

John Sanders.
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	 John also spent his annual holidays with Jayne and the family in and around 
Swanage, and we met every August 13th at the Sailors Return in East Chaldon for 
the Llewelyn Birthday walk.                                                                           
	 He was a devoted founder member of the Dandelion Fellowship (The Friends 
of Llewelyn Powys) and throughout our 27 years of walking together I can only 
recall him missing the event once owing to ill health. He was a keen cyclist, and 
also an avid reader; a member and occasional contributor to both the BB Society 
and Robinson Jeffers Association and had attended a convention in memory of the 
American poet in California in recent years. But at heart he was a true Powysian 
gentleman and it was always a pleasure to be in his company. He will be sadly 
missed, but remembered with great affection by all who knew him.

Kevin Taylor
John Cowper Powys in Penguin Modern Classics

2025 brings two exciting JCP publishing developments. In June, Penguin issued a 
new setting of Wolf Solent, replacing the typeface of their 2000 edition, along with 
an eBook of the same; and towards the end of the year are due to publish a brand new 
edition (including eBook) of A Glastonbury Romance. 

The 2000 Penguin Wolf Solent, with its 
Introduction by A.N. Wilson, is one of the few 
JCP works that has been kept continuously in-print 
by a major publisher this century (excepting the 
Faber Finds print-on-demand books). Successive 
offset re-printings have rendered the text blotchy 
and hard on the eye, prompting Penguin to re-set
the novel for release in its Penguin Modern 
Classics imprint. Sales have been modest but 
steady, and the decision arises as much from a 
belief in Wolf’s literary value as from commercial 
considerations. The new setting retains the Dante 
MT Std font but in a larger point-size (10.5/13), 
making for a longer book (710 pages against 634 
in the 2000 setting). Everything else is retained, 
including Wilson’s Introduction; JCP’s 1960 
Preface; and Simon Palmer’s Dandelions on the 
cover – re-rendered to fit the Penguin Modern 
Classics design format.

The bigger coup has been to get Penguin not 
only to take on A Glastonbury Romance (again 

Front cover of the new Penguin 
Modern classics printing of Wolf 

Solent (2025) re-using Simon 
Palmer’s ‘Dandelions’.
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motivated more by literary than financial factors), but to issue the original text in its 
1932 Simon & Schuster version before various cuts and other alterations (partly libel-
related) were made, affecting the UK (1933) and all subsequent editions including 
the Macdonald re-setting of 1955 later adopted by Picador (1975), Overlook 
Duckworth (1996) and Penguin (1999). Pivotal to persuading Penguin Modern 
Classics to commit to this extra length (the 1932 text was about 4,000 words longer) 
was Paul Cheshire’s article ‘A Glastonbury Romance: Cuts and Alterations to the 
UK Printed Texts 1932-1955’ (The Powys Journal, Vol. XXVII, 2017), which draws 
on Penny Smith’s earlier ‘The “Cave of the man-eating Mothers”: Its Location in A 
Glastonbury Romance’ (Powys Review 9, 1981/1982) to make a detailed comparison 
of the two versions and advance a case for the primacy of the original, especially 
now that libel considerations are long removed. The late-2025 Penguin edition will 
be the first time since the first Simon & Schuster setting of 1932 and its subsequent 
reprints up to 1934 that the original version has appeared in print. It will include 
the eight-page scene where Philip Crow and Persephone Spear have their sexual 
encounter in Wookey Hole caves and all the other material that was omitted or 
changed subsequently; and will feature new cover art and design (yet to be revealed).

Penguin’s eBooks of these two novels will compete with the eBooks published by 
The Powys Society in 2019, which have been selling (again modestly but steadily) 
and generating some income for the Society and the Powys Estate. It remains to 
be seen whether the presence of Penguin’s editions on Amazon Kindle will detract 
from sales of ours, or perhaps even (as sometimes happens) enhance them due to the 
increased ‘noise’ around the works. 

In any case, these publishing developments can only increase JCP’s overall profile 
and visibility, and Penguin are to be applauded for their ongoing commitment. While 
the US market is currently excluded for rights reasons, it is hoped that we will soon 
be in a position to license the works for transatlantic sale as well.

Julia Mathews
Report of a meeting on Sylvia Townsend Warner, 20 February 2025, at Gillingham 
Library in Dorset

About thirty people attended a talk, by Mark Damon Chutter on Sylvia Townsend 
Warner. Some had travelled quite a distance in atrocious weather conditions and only 
about five were customers of this branch of the library. The talk was to last one hour.
	 Once inside the library, a wonderfully warm welcome awaited, with chairs set 
out and a table ready for refreshments later. The manager Catherine Bishop Fray and 
the customer advisors Georgina, Amanda, Ruth, Emily, Vicky and Naomi were all 
ready to talk, listen and help.  I was early and I was quickly handed Sylvia Townsend 
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Warner’s biography by Claire Harman to browse through while I waited. Other 
relevant books were also laid out.		
	 Fortunately I had re read Rodney Legg’s Literary Dorset and Judith Stinton’s 
Chaldon Herring: Writers in a Dorset Landscape so as to remind myself of the some 
of the events of Sylvia’s life and the circle she moved in. 
	 The meeting was  mostly about Mark wanting to erect a  statue of Sylvia in 
Dorchester. It would be outside the Barclays Bank in Dorchester - Yes - the building 
with the blue plaque on it telling us it was Henchard’s house in The  Mayor of 
Casterbridge. So it was a money raiser too for Visible Women UK who are, with 
Mark organising the statue, with Sylvia Townsend Warner being a pioneer LGBTQ 
woman. Approval has now been given for the statue.  
	 As Mark introduced himself and began his talk, it became clear that in fact it was 
really Florence Hardy whom Sylvia occasionally visited at Max Gate rather than 
Thomas. Since I grew up at Mappowder, the Dorset village where Sylvia often visited 
Theodore and Violet at their little lodge house next to the church, I felt it only right 
to mention her friendship with Theodore. A voice from the back, Matthew Davis, 
joined the discussion and  began talking about his mother being a cousin of Sylvia’s 
and of his mother’s friendship with Llewelyn Powys. I later realised Matthew lives 
near me in Sturminster Newton, and had visited Frome Vauchurch near Maiden 
Newton (where Sylvia moved from East Chaldon) with his mother when a child. He 
spoke about his mother, Janet, Sylvia’s first cousin, who was friends with Llewelyn 
too. Janet’s maiden name was Machen, her father being the author Arthur Machen.
	 Her second marriage was to Martin Pollock and her grave stone in Chaldon 
church yard has her name inscribed ‘Janet Frances Pollock’ and is next to Sylvia  and 
Valentine’s which was her wish. Martin Pollock’s father was Rivers Pollock who 
was at Cambridge with Llewelyn. They were close friends, often communicating and 
relating anecdotes to one another. Llewelyn’s book Apples Be Ripe is, I quote:

‘Dedicated with love and appreciation to H. Rivers Pollock whose sturdy English 
character, liberal, generous, not to be budged, I have had knowledge of for a 
quarter of a century.”

	 Arthur Machen’s second wife, Purefoy Huddleston, had a sister Nora who was  
Sylvia’s mother so Janet Machen and Sylvia were first cousins.
	 Thus through these conversations the meeting was rapidly turning into a 
Powys Society meeting.  I don’t think Mark minded in the slightest this slant on his 
talk, as he was good friends with the late Jerry Bird.  He wanted to know any details 
we could add.  Matthew Davis has also met Louise de Bruin and Morine Krissdóttir. 
	 Mark enlightened us of the deep distress caused to Sylvia by Valentine’s many 
affairs with both male and female lovers. He talked about most of her income arising 
from the publishing of Lolly Willowes. He likened the plot of this book to Hardy’s 



10

Wessex Tale The Withered Arm where the heroines needed to turn to witchcraft in 
order to gain notice in a world so dominated by men. 
	 Mark gave us details of Sylvia’s involvement with the Spanish Civil War and 
the Communist Party being a major part of her life even warranting an article in the 
Guardian headed Gay Communist Female investigated by MI5. 
	 We all exchanged anecdotes over our refreshments at the end of the talk and 
concluded it had been a very good afternoon and we had all learned a lot more about 
Sylvia as a person and her circle. 
	 I am grateful to Matthew and Diana Davis for their hospitality and information 
regarding Matthew’s family connection with Sylvia.

Dawn Collins                                
Notes on Reading Powyses Zoom discussion.  Tuesday 6th May 2025

Death’s Other Kingdom. -  Gamel Woolsey. 1939  

The discussion commenced with a highly contentious question: was Death’s Other 
Kingdom (DOK) a feminist book? Louise immediately replied that it was not. More 
thoughts on this later.
	 We enjoyed reading DOK. In fact, we thought it rather good. We discussed the 
slow, uncertain history of the book likely burdened by a slightly insulting foreword 
by JCP in 1939, along with the timing of its publication on the eve of WWII. 
	 We felt that the book has much to offer as an insight into the village life of Spain 
as civil war became apparent in 1937. The opening chapter lulled us into their idyllic 
life in Southern Spain. Written with a focus on the domestic and various ways that 
individual personalities of the Gamel/Gerald household coped with the bombing of 
Malaga, and later the close bombing near their villa. The American title for the book 
is ‘Malaga Burning’ which appears in chapter two, as Gamel is woken from a dream, 
by her servant Maria, to the unfolding tragedy. 
	 Produce from the garden remained plentiful, Gamel refers to the kitchen 
populated by locals and household staff who shelter there feeling unsafe in their own 
insubstantial dwellings. It seemed to be an open house, generous and chaotic. Their 
attitude to the servants is both benign and of its time. The norm for the northern 
European educated, from a monied background. Gerald from the British upper middle 
class and Gamel from a privileged South Carolina family. The relationship between 
servant and master is an almost cosy symbiosis. Gamel explores the centuries of 
customs and class division both kept in their place by tradition. Her description of 
this disparity of opportunity in life was the root cause of the Spanish Civil War. A 
fight against the old ways of privilege and exclusion, amongst other issues. 
	 Out of kindness they harbour a family with a noble name; Carlos - suspiciously 
a Nationalist sympathiser whom we felt was not entirely honest in his allegiances. 
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This forms a central leitmotif, of an ongoing sticky situation.  As a reader one wants 
to shout, “It’s not safe with those people in your house!” When Carlos climbs onto 
the roof to celebrate Rightist destruction, he gives the game away.  This creates 
the turning point where their stance as neutral uninvolved English could no longer 
be sustained. Eventually Don Carlos and his 
family had to move out. Gamel and Gerald soon 
after left for England.
	 We felt that Gamel was impartial whilst 
conveying the impression that it was a bloody 
mess. We agreed that it felt ‘extra scary’ for 
the very fact that Gamel’s writing focuses on 
the domestic, psychological and small things; 
food, flowers, fruit and the garden. The book 
held a certain claustrophobia. The villagers 
were uncertain in their knowledge of exactly 
what was happening. Streams of requisitioned 
trucks, bristling with gun-toting Anarchists, 
rattled past the house. It was wise to return the 
greeting “Salud!” rather than the usual “Vaya 
usted con Dios,” (“Go with God”). She and 
Gerald walked to Malaga in the heat of the 
day, to witness the destruction first hand. Their 
household servants disapproved of their rash 
behaviour, and feared for their safety. The markets remained open but bereft of 
customers. All other gathering places closed. One time they returned with a radio 
given by a friend in Malaga. This became their only source of information, reception 
was patchy and difficult to hear. She wrote that they distrusted the mealy-mouthed 
BBC announcers, but trusted the more resonant voices of the French.
	 Gamel tells of the parochial attitudes as village turns on village. Within each 
village, sanity seems to protect good people, whichever side they were on. There 
were cruel exceptions. Several descriptions of violence to individuals are gruelling 
but not gratuitous. 
	 The sympathies of Gamel and Gerald were clear, they were not condemnatory 
of the views of others. They were not totally nonpartisan either. That Gamel was 
American is barely mentioned.  She seemed to identify with the English, Gerald’s 
nationality. Through all of this strife, The British Club remained open. Gamel wrote 
bluntly about the presumptuous English, this induced embarrassment for ‘our’ 
behaviour. It was damning (I felt).
	 Paul reminded us of her shocking observation and coining of the phrase 
“Pornography of War”.  As she acutely observed the ‘drunken’ maudlin pleasure that 
some appeared to gain from violence.   

Gamel Woolsey by Gertrude Powys 
1930. Tullie House Museum.
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	 In conclusion we found this a work of lasting value.  It is now available through 
the travel publisher Eland, with a poor afterword. The title is misleading and           
probably hinders a wider readership. 
	 I leave the final comment to Janice, who thought that it most definitely is not a 
feminist book.  She felt, and we all agreed, that Gamel writes as an individual, as a 
figure in a drama, she comes alive.  We felt tremendous respect for her.  Later we 
learn that she somewhat enjoyed the feeling of aliveness in a situation of conflict, as 
though life had purpose. This is the conundrum of war. 
	 Thank you to Anthony Head for expert knowledge & reading extracts from letters.
Apologies for omitting names of all participants in my writeup, it was a long and 
very involved discussion. Thank you, Paul Cheshire, Kevin Taylor, Pat Quigley, 
Christine Michaelides, Louise de Bruin, Kim Wheatley, Mark Foss, Ray Crozier, 
Peter Crow, Janice Gregory, and Catherine Bayliss.  
	 Please join us for our next Zoom session on July 1st at 19.00 when we will be 
discussing a novel by Gamel Woolsey, One Way of Love.  

John Cowper Powys
Preface to Gamel Woolsey’s Death’s Other Kingdom

[Ed: Death’s Other Kingdom by Gamel Woolsey was first published by Longmans, 
Green in 1939. In America it appeared under the title Malaga Burning. The book 
was the subject of a discussion meeting held on 6 May 2025, which is reviewed in 
this issue of the Newsletter by Dawn Collins who refers to JCP’s ‘slightly insulting 
foreword’. Gamel Woolsey seems to have found inspiration for the title of her 
memoir of the Spanish Civil War indirectly in Dante’s Inferno where Virgil and 
Dante cross the river Styx and meet wandering souls, or more directly in T.S. Eliot’s 
poem of 1925, influenced by Dante, The Hollow Men, with its imagery of spiritual 
death, desolation, angst, lost souls and a condition of existence lying somewhere 
between light and darkness: “those who have crossed with direct eyes, to death’s 
other kingdom” (Eliot). Although there have been several new modern editions of 
Gamel’s book none of these reproduce JCP’s original preface. Since not everyone has 
easy access to the first UK edition of Gamel’s memoir with JCP’s foreword we have 
reprinted the preface here so readers can judge for themselves whether this adds a 
helpful perspective on the book. JCP read Gamel’s memoir for its novelistic aspects, 
admired the vivid description of scenes of war, comments on its “instinctive feminine 
reaction”, the negative effects of vengeance and “the clash between revolution and 
reaction.” 

***
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JCP writes:
The war in Spain has become something about which only very experienced 
statesmen and very laconic generals, together with a few saints and a few professional 
executioners, can speak with philosophical detachment. I suppose there are people, 
like Gamel Woolsey’s ‘hotel crowd’ at Gibraltar, who can be at once avid of horrors 
and completely frivolous in feeling; but to most of us the word ‘Spain’ is like one of 
those curious nerves in the body which, when touched, cause electric vibrations and 
convulsions through the whole system.
	 And just because Death’s Other Kingdom is not the work of an experienced 
statesman, nor of a laconic general nor of a professional executioner, but of a young 
married woman from South Carolina, evidently a spot where the evocation of passive 
sentiency rather than of ambitious professionalism is the intention of Nature, this 
book with its background of a village near Malaga, and indeed of Malaga itself, 
during the revolutionary occupation of the city and during its bombing by the 
Nationalists, represents what might be called the instinctive feminine reaction to the 
tragic occurrences of the War in Spain.
	 But it is more than this. It is essentially a poet’s book; and since its author is the 
wife of a British officer whose own ‘ungodly interlude’ was that of the Great War it 
contains many vivid and piquant undertones where the more reckless and whimsical 
humanity of the one is shown up against the poetical intimations of the other.
	 But the point about this book that seems to me to give it its peculiar quality is just 
the very thing that at this particular juncture is so hard for most of us to hold before 
our minds; namely the appalling effect upon natural human sympathies of any life 
and death clash between revolution and reaction.
	 Perhaps it is permitted only to women – that is to women when they’re not 
maddened by the hysteria of sex – to retain such normal human sympathies in a crisis 
that is crying for blood.
	 What our author stresses first and last is that vengeance only leads to vengeance, 
reprisals to reprisals, firing squads to firing squads; and all this is no innate savagery 
in Spanish blood, but the innate savagery – I feel it in myself – in all human blood. 
How clearly she shows what the pathological effect of that Nationalist bombing of 
Malaga was – just more fury and more firing squads! And how truly she points out 
that the mob instincts would animate ourselves under similar conditions.
	 Death’s Other Kingdom, autobiographical though it is, certainly makes an exciting 
little novel of absorbing adventure, culminating, like some French Revolution 
romance, in the rescue of this gallant but hopelessly committed aristocrat; and yet the 
saving of ‘Don Carlos’ from his revolutionary enemies is not the motif of the book. 
The motif of the book is the essentially feminine one, though the virile Voltaire ends 
his Candide with it, that the cultivation of our gardens, and the cooking of our bread, 
and the planting of our corn and vines and olives, and the bargaining over beasts and 
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grain and fish and fruit, and over stuffs coloured red and stuffs coloured blue, with 
all their immemorial humours and courtesies and scandals, is what ‘Nature meant a 
village for’ and not for reactionary bombings or revolutionary reprisals.
	 Most beautifully does Gamel Woolsey put the real theme of her book into the 
figure of the aged Spanish woman Maria, whose hatred of what she calls Novedad, 
‘Novelty’ most beautifully extends to both anarchists and Fascistas. If this were 
fiction and not reality we would call Maria a masterly creation; but it certainly reveals 
the poet from South Carolina when, touch by magical touch, the sombre dignity, 
the grand austerity, the repellent harshness, the tragic distinction of this woman is 
revealed; till her figure takes on the whole spirit of the Spanish peninsula, and her 
voice seems to be the voice of all the Spain of the Past flowing into all the Spain of 
the Future even while the corpses of the Present lie still unburied.
	 Her philosophy is the same as that of Enrique, the gardener, and indeed of that 
whole Spanish village; and it is certainly more like philosophical anarchy than 
anything else. “There’s only one good government and that’s the one that leaves us 
in peace to cultivate our cabbages.”
	 How rarely in the literature of a tragic historic event like this Spanish War do we 
get the faithful reactions of an intensely sensitive and yet uncommitted outsider! And 
rarer still becomes such a record when the writer consciously – and unconsciously 
too! -  reacts as an impulsive and romantic girl rather than as a grown up woman of 
the world. Gamel Woolsey’s natural reactions to all these horrors and her pity for the 
victims on both sides are the very feelings that in our wrath and our bitterness we tear 
to pieces as infants tear off petals and feathers from living things.
	 The book is really a tender and wistful threnody over ‘Old Spain’ written by a 
daughter of the ‘Old South’ and its author feels, as a young woman, just as her Maria 
does as an old woman. That these hypnotised masculine ‘ideologists’ who like insane 
monkeys stretch out their necks from their bombers and their tanks are in reality 
only destroying with their inhuman ‘Novelties’ the immemorial flesh and blood that 
woman creates out of her own body.

Neil Lee-Atkin                                     
Llewelyn Powys – Birthday Walk

The Llewelyn Birthday Walk & the annual 
gathering of the Dandelion Fellowship will 
take place on Wednesday August 13th 
2025. This year The Sailor’s Return will be 
open and happy to host us again, so it will 
now be back to the usual format; meet at 12 The Sailor’s Return.
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noon at The Sailor’s Return for lunch, reading, and annual toast, and then set off 
for Llewelyn’s memorial stone via Chydyok around 1.30pm.  All are welcome to 
participate in the meeting and walk.
	 For enquiries and information please contact Neil Lee-Atkin at reblee.tom@
gmail.com.	

A meeting on 11th October 2025 — Discussion of Weymouth Sands, 
Chapter 1 Led by Kevin Taylor, editor of The Powys Journal

Venue: Friends Meeting House, 120 Heath Street, Hampstead, NW3 1DR 
Time: 14.00-16.00

The meeting will be held in honour of our late President, Timothy Hyman, RA

We have chosen Weymouth Sands  for this day honouring Tim because it was his 
favourite novel by JCP. In Chapter One, which establishes the atmosphere and 
landscape of the novel, readers may detect JCP’s influence on Tim’s own artistic 
practice: panoramic scenes, evocations of childhood memories (“Weymouth is my 
home and ever will be” said JCP in his diary), the topographical representation of 
real places, landmarks, streets and buildings, the elemental world “between the land 
and the sea”, and especially a cast of extraordinary characters. In Chapter One we 
are introduced to Magnus Muir, a teacher of Latin, who JCP described as the hero 
of the novel, and who is clearly a 
self-portrait. We are also introduced 
to other characters, their individual 
stories and interactions - Perdita Wane, 
Jobber Skald, Sylvanus Cobbold and 
Curly Wix all of whom have important 
roles later in the novel. The characters 
of the book, said JCP, seemed to him 
to emerge in a rush out of limbo and 
airy nothing. They are portrayed 
convincingly with empathy and a vivid 
sense of physical presence. But JCP found working on the novel, including Chapter 
One, difficult to achieve. He worked slowly and carefully, like a craftsman, utilising 
he said the powers of a magician. He experienced several false starts but retained 
the first paragraph of Chapter One which is a magnificent description of the sea and 
waves. JCP commenced writing Weymouth Sands at the beginning of February 1932, 
using his father’s quill pen, and finished the novel in 1933.
	 Weymouth Sands was first published in the USA in 1934. The novel first appeared 
in the UK in 1935 under the title Jobber Skald and included many alterations and 

Weymouth c. 1930.
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substitutions of names to avoid accusations of libel. A complete edition of Weymouth 
Sands, emending the earlier version published as Jobber Skald, was first published 
in UK by Macdonald in 1963. Other modern editions have followed. An e-book, 
published by the Powys Society, is available on Kindle.

Suggested background reading:

•	 Dry Sand and Wet Sand – a close reading of Weymouth Sands, by Anthony 
Low in In The Spirit Of Powys, New Essays, 1990

•	 Mysticism, Trivia and Sensations – Observations on  Weymouth Sands  by 
Susan Huxtable Selly in Powys Review No.11, 1982/1983. This issue of the 
Powys Review also includes JCP’s own comments on Weymouth Sands.

•	 JCP diaries 1932-1933: A Selection on the Writing of  Weymouth Sands, 
introduced by Morine Krissdóttir, Powys Journal, Vol. II, 1992.

Chris Thomas.

All are welcome 
Refreshments will be provided 
The event is free.

If you wish to attend this meeting please notify Chris Thomas, Hon. Secretary by          
1 September 2025.

Chair’s Annual Report, 2024-25

A change of President marks an epochal moment in the life of the Powys Society. 
We were deeply saddened by the sudden passing of our President, Timothy Hyman, 
in September. The tributes published in the Newsletter reflect both his long-standing 
association with the Society and the deep affection in which he was held. The 
upcoming 2025 Conference is dedicated to his memory, and the next Powys Day 
on 11 October—focusing on Weymouth Sands, the John Cowper Powys novel Tim 
especially loved—will be an opportunity to celebrate his many contributions.
	 We are fortunate that John Gray has accepted the committee’s invitation to 
become our new President. A well-known public intellectual—author, columnist, 
and broadcaster—John has long been a friend to the Society. His continued advocacy 
for the Powys brothers, through articles and introductions to new editions of their 
work, has helped keep them in the public eye. We look forward to a long and fruitful 
association.
	 The 2024 Conference, held at the Wessex Hotel in Street, welcomed three 
speakers from France, reflecting a renewed Gallic interest in the Powys canon. We 
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were pleased to see a healthy mix of returning members and new faces—many of 
whom have already signed up for the 2025 Conference, which is an encouraging 
sign.
	 At the time of writing, only one Powys Day event has taken place this year: a 
discussion of Mr Weston’s Good Wine at the Old Fire Engine Station in Ely, skilfully 
chaired by Marcel Bradbury. We look forward to our later than usual spring meeting 
on 31 May in Dorchester, which at the time of writing has yet to take place. This 
event focusing on Llewelyn Powys as regional writer will be led by Anthony Head, 
whose efforts to champion Llewelyn’s work are much appreciated.
Our recent focus on Theodore and Llewelyn aims to renew interest in the two brothers 
who have not featured prominently in Powys Days in recent years. This broader 
perspective—turning attention beyond John Cowper Powys and even beyond the 
male members of the family—is exemplified by Dawn Collins’ excellent Zoom 
series on  The Women of the Powys Circle. This dedicated group has so far held 
four sessions, covering Sylvia Townsend Warner, Katie Powys, Alyse Gregory, and 
Gamel Woolsey.	
	 The future of the Society looks bright. With a new President whose interest 
spans all the Powyses, and a potential revival of John Cowper Powys’s reputation 
on the horizon, we are entering an exciting period. Kevin Taylor, who continues 
his excellent work as editor of The Powys Journal, is now also the literary agent 
for the Powys Estate. Thanks in part to his efforts, Penguin Books will publish in 
late 2025 the original, uncut U.S. edition of  A Glastonbury Romance—restoring 
pages from the “Wookey Hole” chapter that have not appeared in print since 1933. 
Penguin will also reissue Wolf Solent, both titles appearing in print and as e-books. 
We also welcome Kim Wheatley’s scholarly work,  John Cowper Powys and the 
Afterlife of Romanticism, which compellingly explores how Powys reimagines key 
themes of English Romanticism. Having a university professor advocate for Powys’ 
contributions is vital to sustaining his reputation as a writer worthy of academic 
attention. A review will appear in the 2025 Powys Journal.
	 Finally, my warmest thanks go to Chris Thomas, who not only plans our 
Conference programme and Powys Days but also edits—and largely writes—the 
Newsletter, while handling his many other responsibilities as Membership Secretary, 
including managing mailing lists and meeting minutes. Thanks, too, to the committee 
members, whose good humour and dedication make our work a pleasure, and to Anna 
Rosic and Louise de Bruin for their continued and valued service as Conference 
organisers.
	 Paul Cheshire
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The Powys Society
Receipts and Payments Account
Year Ended 31 December 2024

2024 2023

£ £ 
RECEIPTS
Subscriptions 5,616       5,742 
Gift Aid 810            1,070 
Conference 9,170       8,275 
Bank Interest 276            163 
JSTOR /Proquest 1,429       1,509 
E-Book sales 1,665       1,547 
Sales of printed books 1,532       466 
Donations 93               428 

20,591    19,200 
PAYMENTS
Powys Journal 4,516       5,395 
Newsletter 3,895       4,234 
Conference 8,580       9,052 
AV Equipment for conference -             716 
Book sales dispatch costs 392            12 
E-Book royalties 150            157 
Officers / Committee Exes 495            403 
Room hire / event costs 178            814 
Website expenses 416            601 
Accountants 120            120 
PayPal and bank charges 189            145 
Alliance of Literary Societies 15               15 

18,946    21,664 

Net Receipts / (Payments) 1,645       (2,464) 
Bank balances b/f 16,255    18,719 
Bank balances c/f 17,900    16,255    

RESERVES POLICY
The Powys Society held bank balances of £17,900, which may be classed as reserves. The 
Society regards this as a prudent float to allow the Society to survive drops in subscription 
income and other unforeseen events arising from the financial risk inherent in the cost of 
the annual conference, and to fund projects of long-term benefit that cannot be met out 
of current income.
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The Powys Society
Projected Accounts
Year Ended 31 December 2025

2024

Projected 
Year End

£ £ 
RECEIPTS
Subscriptions 5,651       5,616 
Gift Aid 722            810 
Conference 9,000       9,170 
Bank Interest 202            276 
JSTOR /Proquest 1,430       1,429 
E-Book sales 1,669       1,665 
Sales of printed books 508            1,532 
Donations -             93 

19,182    20,591 

PAYMENTS
Powys Journal 4,500       4,516 
Newsletter 3,900       3,895 
Conference 9,000       8,580 
Website re-design (BUDGET £2000) -             - 
Book sales dispatch costs -             392 
E-Book royalties 168            150 
Officers / Committee Exes 494            495 
Room hire / event costs 500            178 
Website expenses 522            416 
Accountants 120            120 
PayPal and bank charges 191            189 
Alliance of Literary Societies 15               15 

19,410    18,946 

Net Receipts / (Payments) (228) 1,645 
Bank balances b/f 17,900    16,255 
Bank balances c/f 17,672    17,900    

NOTES:
Conference: assume     break-even
Sales of printed books: 2024 was  an exceptional year due       to Sundial Sale. 
Room hire: allows for London Powys Day in Autumn.
Website re-design. This  is  budgeted  for but is  an exceptional use  of reserves so I haven't 
included it in the forecast which aims to give a sense of how near we are to break-even 
in regular income and expenses.

2025
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Powys Society Conference 2025
The Hand Hotel, Llangollen

Friday 15 August to Sunday 17 August 
‘Great Creative Nature’

Programme

This year’s conference is dedicated to the memory of our late President Timothy 
Hyman, RA

Friday 15 August
16.00    Arrival
17.30    Reception and Chair’s welcome (Paul Cheshire)
18.30    Dinner 
20.00	 Morine Krissdóttir: ‘Jack and the Abject’: editing JCP’s letters to Phyllis   	
 	 Playter’

Saturday 16 August
8.00	 Breakfast
9.30 	 Kim Wheatley: ‘“Ethereal Materialism” John Cowper Powys and Percy        	
    	 Bysshe Shelley’.
10.45	 Coffee  
11.15	 Hilary Bedder: ‘East Chaldon’s women in the work of Sylvia Townsend 	
	 Warner and Theodore Powys: Warner’s subversive eccentrics; Powys’s 		
	 suffering maidens.’
13.00    Lunch

Afternoon free: travel to selected places associated with JCP in Corwen including 
optional visits to Caer Drewyn, the River Dee and Llangar Church (where 
there is a seat in the churchyard marked with a dedication to JCP presented 
by Edeyrnion R.D.C.) or, for the adventurous, ascend the steep climb through 
oak woodland up to the Gorsedd stone circle, and to Coed Pen Y Pigyn for 
the great views of the Dee valley and the Berwyn mountains.

19.00     Dinner
20.30     Ray Crozier: ‘At home in Bohemia: Powys dwellings in New York City’: 
              an informal PowerPoint presentation with commentary. 

Sunday 17 August
08.00-9.30 Breakfast
9.30    	 Nicholas Birns: ‘A Signpost in The Night: The Etherealised Chemistry of 	
	 Ducdame’.
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10.45	 Coffee  
11.00	 AGM
12.00	 Open forum with members: discussion of subjects raised during the 		
	 conference and farewell messages.
13.00   	Lunch
15.00   	Departure 			 
			 
For details of conference speakers and lectures please refer to NL 114, March 2025 
pp. 6-9.

Chris Thomas
Annual General Meeting 2025 

The Annual General Meeting of the Powys Society will be held at 11.00am BST on 
Sunday 17 August 2025 at the Hand hotel in Llangollen. All paid up members of the 
Powys Society are welcome to participate in the AGM. 

	 Agenda 

1. 	 Minutes of AGM 2024 as published in Newsletter 113 November 2024, and 
matters arising 

2. 	 Nomination of Honorary Officers & Members of the Powys Society Committee 
for the year 2025-26

3. 	 Chair’s Report as published in Newsletter 115, July 2025 
4. 	 Acting Treasurer’s Report & presentation of annual accounts for year ended 31 

December 2024 
5.	 Appointment of Independent Examiner
6. 	 Charity Commission news
7. 	 Hon. Secretary’s Report 
8. 	 Powys Journal, e-books and other publications
9. 	 Social media and Substack
10. 	Powys Society website and JSTOR 
11. 	Date and Venue of conference 2026 
12. 	AOB			 

Chris Thomas, 
Hon. Secretary
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Committee Nominations 2025-2026
The following Honorary Officers have been nominated and have agreed to serve for 
another one-year period from 2025 to 2026:
	
		  Nomination	 Proposer     	 Seconder	
Chair	 Paul Cheshire             	John Hodgson          Peter Lazare 	
Vice-Chair             	 David Goodway          Ray Crozier              Kim Wheatley	
Acting Treasurer    	 Paul Cheshire              Sonia Lewis             Ray Cox 	
Secretary                	 Chris Thomas             	Anna Rosic               Pat Quigley 	

For membership of the committee the following members have been nominated 
and have agreed to serve for a three-year period from 2025 to 2028:

		  Nomination	 Proposer                      Seconder
		  Anthony Head            	 Paul Cheshire              Kevin Taylor
		  Mick Wood 	 Kevin Taylor               Paul Cheshire
		  Kim Wheatley	 Chris Thomas              Dawn Collins 
		  Louise de Bruin   	 Julia Mathews             Anna Rosic

If these nominations are approved by members at the AGM, the committee, from 
August 2025 will consist of those above as well as Dawn Collins, Marcel Bradbury 
and Pat Quigley, who have one year left to run of their three-year term of service. 
Marcella Henderson-Peal and Nicholas Birns serve as co-opted and honorary 
committee members; Kevin Taylor (e-books and editor of the Powys Journal) serves 
as ex-officio member of the committee.  
	 Chris Thomas, 

Hon. Secretary

				  
 New Members 

Four new members have joined the Society since the last announcement published in 
Newsletter 114, March 2025. Our new members live in Australia, USA and UK (x2). 
This brings the current total membership of the Society to 253, including Honorary 
members, and allowing for other members who are deceased, or who have either 
resigned or not renewed their membership.

Chris Thomas, 
Hon. Secretary
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News & Notes 

From Geoffrey Winch:
Poems
My most recent poetry chapbook collection is Encounters with Oscar & Other 
Sequences published by QQ Press in 2024. Poems include ‘The Transubstantiation’ 
about JCP’s ‘lecture’ on Oscar Wilde (first published in NL 111), and ‘For God so 
Loved the Garden’ a tanka prose sequence partly based on ‘Descent into Covent 
Garden’ (one of four ekphrasis poems inspired by Timothy Hyman’s paintings that 
will be included in the Powys Journal, vol. XXXV). Copies are still available direct 
from me at £7.00 + P&P - please email in the first instance geoffreywinch@gmail.
com or send a cheque for £8.00 to G. D. Winch, Dolphin Cottage, 65 Downview 
Road, Felpham, West Sussex PO22 8JA.

From Kate Kavanagh:
JCP’s letters to Phyllis Playter
In advance of the lecture by Morine Krissdóttir, on editing the JCP/Phyllis letters 
which Morine will deliver at this year’s conference, members can also read the long 
letter from JCP to Phyllis (post mark 7 June 1929) published, in full, in NL 46, July 
2002, pp. 18-21.

From Tony Hallett:
Goethe and JCP
There are several references to JCP in A. N. Wilson’s biography of Goethe (Goethe: 
His Faustian Life, Bloomsbury, 2024) 
Kim Taplin
The English Path has been newly reprinted in 2025 by Little Toller Books with an 
introduction by Mary Ann Ochota, President of CPRE, the countryside charity. 
[Ed: See Tribute to Kim in NL 112, July 2024]

From Chris Thomas:
A Correction
Readers may wish to note the correct transcription of Littleton Alfred’s salutation to 
his father in the letter quoted in NL 114, March 2025, on page 33. This should appear 
as “My darling Dad”. 
In Quest of a Cure by Sally Shuttleworth
The book by Professor Sally Shuttleworth soon to be published by OUP about 
sanatoria and literature mentioned under the item The Magic Mountain and Llewelyn 
Powys in N&N, in Newsletter 114, March 2025, p.27, is called In Quest of a Cure: 
Literary and Medical Cultures of the Health Resort.  One of the figures the author 
looks at in the book is Llewelyn Powys, and his time in Davos.

mailto:geoffreywinch@gmail.com
mailto:geoffreywinch@gmail.com
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Astraea Starforth (1896-1985)
Reading through The Dorset Year again I came across another example of JCP’s 
knowledge of now obscure and forgotten books. He refers to a novel by Astraea 
Starforth called The Loth Word. Has anyone read this book or know more about its 
author? JCP appears to have been sent a proof or manuscript copy. It was finally 
published in 1939, by Madison & Co., although the editors of The Dorset Year claim 
it has ‘remained unpublished’ (The Dorset Year, p.243). JCP called the novel ‘a most 
queer tale. I say ’tis like the Chartreuse de Parme of Stendhal…my head was full of 
Miss Starforth’s curious and vivid scenes. God knows where! In Algiers?...All the 
evening I felt excited and inspired…then with what was left of my mind I plunged 
into Astrea’s tale (diary 8 May 1935).’
	 I found by chance a website that mentions the author and quotes JCP’s opinion 
of The Loth Word (FURROWED MIDDLEBROW: British & Irish Women Writers 
of Fiction 1910-1960 (Sn - Sy) “Author of one girls’ school story, The School in 
Spain (1931), and one adult romantic novel, The Loth Word (1939). John Cowper 
Powys said of the latter, ‘the publication of this arresting book will be the first 
milestone in a remarkable literary career,’ but the war, which she appears to have 
spent in Bath, may have interceded.”

A Sussex Highway
Some years ago I acquired from a second hand 
bookdealer a copy of a delightful account of the road that 
leads from Lewes and Offham to Clayton. This book A 
Sussex Highway by Ruth Cobb (Epworth Press, 1946) 
is illustrated with 12 pencil sketches evoking images of 
the Sussex downs, old cottages, buildings, and empty 
country lanes. This is the road described by JCP in 
Autobiography where his home in the early 20th century, 
Court House, is situated at the foot of Mt. Harry. It is 
worth seeking out this nostalgic book for its association 
with Powys. Copies can still often be found in second 
hand bookshops or obtained from on-line sources.

JCP’s copy of The Columbia Viking Concise Encyclopaedia
In July 1954 JCP inscribed his copy of The Columbia Viking Concise Encyclopaedia 
with this dedication:
	 John Cowper Powys/from/Dinah White/my only son’s/final friend/via/G W 
Boycott & F.LL.15 George Street/Hastings/Pub Macdonald/16 Maddox Street/
London/Gorffennaf  26th/1954/Corwen Merioneth Nth Wales.
	 This book which is in the possession of Amanda Powys appears to have been a 
gift from JCP’s son’s carer, Dinah White, who frequently wrote to JCP about LAP’s 

Front cover of A Sussex 
Highway.

https://furrowedmiddlebrow.blogspot.com/2013/01/british-women-writers-of-fiction-1910_14.html
https://furrowedmiddlebrow.blogspot.com/2013/01/british-women-writers-of-fiction-1910_14.html
http://F.LL
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condition. This correspondence is located now in the National Library of Wales. 
We learn that the book was transmitted to JCP via Francis Powys and his colleague 
Graham Boycott at the Powys Bookshop. This was the time when JCP gave many 
books from his library to the Powys Bookshop.
	 The inscription reveals some interesting facts. The inscription is dated Gorffennaf 
(July) 1954 which would connect this with the publication of JCP’s novel Atlantis in 
the same year and especially his description of the imaginary discovery of America 
by his hero Odysseus who has also visited Atlantis. JCP must have studied the legend 
and stories of Prince Madoc who is supposed to have journeyed to America in 1170. 
JCP must also have been reading about tales of Viking settlements and explorations. 
We know in fact that JCP had a lifelong interest in Norse mythology and sagas which 
is why he would have loved the Viking Encyclopaedia he received.  
Translating Dostoevsky
In The London Review of Books, 4-6 March there is a long review by Daniel Soar of 
a new translation by Michael Katz of Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov (2024).  
I was reminded however of JCP, his great passion for Dostoevsky and his admiration 
for the translations of Dostoevsky’s novels by Constance Garnett mentioned in 
Autobiography (her translation of The Brothers Karamazov was published in 1912). 
Would JCP have been convinced by this new modern translation by Michael Katz? 
Daniel Soar discusses Garnett’s translations in his review noting contemporary 
critical responses as well as commendations (but not including Powys).

JCP on Constance Garnett and Dostoevsky (from Autobiography)
“…with the exception of Dorothy Richardson I feel that I owe a greater debt to 
Constance Garnett than to any other woman writer of our time. Her translations of 
Dostoievsky are superb, just what I feel translations from the Russian should be; 
that is to say they do not attempt the silly and vain task of substituting our ways of 
speech for that of the extraordinary people of these books; but they allow the English 
words to retain, hovering about them something that is strange and stiff and queer 
and foreign so that, even in their English disguise, you can still smell the original 
Russian. I need hardly say that I regard Dostoievsky as being much greater than all 
other novelists as Shakespeare is greater than all other dramatists. This extraordinary 
man’s passionate sounding of all the neurotic abysses of the human heart not only 
goes infinitely deeper than that of the cleverest psychiatrists of our day, but as an 
imaginative artist he seems to me to surpass all the rest.” 
Siena: The Rise of Painting 1300-1350
This marvellous and highly praised exhibition which travelled from the Metropolitan 
Museum in New York to the National Gallery in London in March, assembled a 
relatively small but important and unique collection of paintings, ivories, glass, 
metalwork, enamel, wood carvings, manuscripts, and textiles, to build an impressive 
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vision of sacred art in the city of Siena in the early 
14th century. I visited the show with our Chair, Paul 
Cheshire, partly to pay an act of homage to our 
late President, Timothy Hyman, who had a deep 
knowledge of the history of Sienese art, and partly 
to see the way Sienese painting informed Tim’s own 
artistic practice. In his book, Sienese Painting (2003, 
new edition 2022), Tim discusses the influence of 
Sienese art on late twentieth century painters such 
as Ken Kiff, R.B. Kitaj and Bhupen Khakhar. At the 
exhibition I marvelled at works by Duccio, Simone 
Martini and the Lorenzetti brothers, as well as other 
artists, with their Byzantine-like use of gold and 
silver, technical innovations, jewel-like effects and 
delicate linear surfaces, the vivid harmonies of bright 

soft colours, the representation of urban space, the sense of form, and architecture, 
the portrayal of human emotion, and a dreamy, ethereal, and lyrical atmosphere. The 
link to Tim’s love of Powys was unmistakeable – panoramas, continuous narrative, 
images of the natural world, crowd scenes, individual characterful faces, cityscapes 
and “a vernacular of street scene and human sociability” (Sienese Painting by 
Timothy Hyman, 2003, p.41). At the end of the show, I thought of Tim’s passionate 
creative and personal resolve to engage with Sienese painting: “these are the pictures 
that have moved me most, jolting me into a wonder I have felt impelled to share.” 
(Sienese Painting, 2003, p.211). Sadly, Tim’s knowledge of Sienese art and his 
pioneering book on Sienese painting did not seem to be mentioned by the organisers 
of the exhibition.                        		

Iian Neill
A new member discovers JCP in Australia 

Thank you for the most cordial welcome to the Powys Society! I feel privileged to 
join, as a fan of the works of J.C. Powys.  I believe my first encounter with the Powyses 
was a chance experience with a copy of A Glastonbury Romance at a second-hand 
book sale in Brisbane. What impressed me immediately was the heft of the book and 
the striking watercolour of the ruins of Glastonbury Abbey (which I had visited in 
2013). The “Romance” in the title caught my interest as Dmitry Merezhkovsky uses 
the word in the same antique sense in his novel, The Romance of Leonardo da Vinci, 
The Forerunner (1904, English translation).	
	 In any case, once I acquired the taste for Powys’ prose - which struck me as a 
kind of stream of consciousness I had never encountered, and which I had been 

Cover of exhibition catalogue 
Siena: The Rise of Painting.
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looking for: a masterly blend of impressionism and symbolism; a technique which 
seemed to capture the very movements of thought itself. After “AGR” I proceeded 
on to Weymouth Sands and Wolf Solent, some of his essays, the volumes of poetry 
I could find on the Internet Archive, and I’m currently working my way through 
Atlantis. The first critical work I’ve read so far is John Cowper Powys in Search of a 
Landscape, which I find tremendously impressive. I’m looking forward to tracking 
down The Saturnian Quest next.
	 I’m looking forward to reading as much as I can by, and about, J.C. Powys and 
venturing into the works of his talented family as well.
	 I’m afraid that being based in Brisbane, Australia makes it difficult for me to 
attend any Powys Society events in person - although I’d be very interested in taking 
part in online gatherings or watching video recordings of Society events, if any are 
available.

Peter Hart
Mind tide

Peter Hart introduces his Powysian poem with a note about his inspiration:
“I am not sure how well known it is, but as the earth rotates on its axis it has a 
tendency, like a child’s spinning top, to wobble. It is the gravity of the moon which 
keeps the earth stable, and the oceans and seas healthily in movement.” Peter notes 
that the lines down to “ride the sky” were originally produced for a children’s book, 
and the seven lines beneath this were added many years later. 

  
 ***

Mind tide

Press the spiral seashell to your ear:
Hear the ocean pound,
All around.
Feel the salt sand shift,
As you press your feet,
Onto the shore.
Watch the seabirds soar,
Into the air,
Without a sound.
Hear the wave dragged shingle roll and roar
Beneath the swell.
See the pallid day-moon
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Ride the sky.
Feel the deep connecting mystery
Of your soul.
And think:
No moon, no tide, no earth in stable orbit,
No good, no evil, no judge, no judged:
No human sign or impress
Upon the sluggish, tide-less shore.

Peter Hart
Reading TFP and Llewelyn. Thinking of Timothy and Bonnard 

A thought on T. F. Powys’s  Mr Weston’s Good Wine—or rather, relating to it. I 
enjoyed that novel greatly, but subsequently read Unclay, which I thought even more 
inventive and imaginative—even though I can remember very little about either 
book. At the time of reading Unclay, my wife encountered a remedial art teacher 
who was equally enthusiastic about TFP and that novel. And a colleague - at Dillons 
bookstore - read every TFP novel he could get hold of.    	
	 I somehow hadn’t made the connection before, but I read Timothy 
Hyman’s  Bonnard, which is a fine study of that artist.  Hyman relates Picasso’s 
damning assessment of Bonnard, “He’s not a painter, he’s a pisser”! But Hyman 
says that Picasso didn’t understand that Bonnard was above all a colourist. Whereas 
Picasso was not and used brash and clashing colour “fill”. He envied Matisse’s ability 
as a colourist, and may unconsciously have envied this in Bonnard too. But Picasso 
simply lacked an eye for colour, and no amount of effort on his part would have given 
him that gift.
	 Fascinating to read about the Powys bookshop in Hastings. I was a child in that 
town then, many years before I encountered any of the brother’s works. 
Llewelyn’s Black Laughter was another book that I greatly enjoyed—he is a more 
“rugged” author than JCP!

Chris Thomas
A Cover for Morwyn

JCP’s novel, Morwyn Or The Vengeance of God, written in Corwen, and first published 
by Cassell in 1937 has been the subject of examination on several occasions in past 
issues of the Newsletter including the interesting reactions and responses to the novel 
which appear in the correspondence of JCP and Louis Wilkinson published in NL49, 
pp.34-39, as well as comments on the novel by Llewelyn which were published 
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in NL 50, p.22. In NL 49 we also published 
Dennis Wheatley’s preface to Morwyn which 
had originally appeared in a Sphere paperback in 
1977 in his Library of the Occult series. The back 
cover of NL 49 reproduced the front cover of the 
Sphere paperback edition. Members hardly need 
reminding of the inappropriate appearance and 
melodramatic nature of this image with its other- 
worldly and enigmatic female figure surrounded 
by swirling drapery.
	 In 1978 a French edition of Morwyn translated 
by Claire Malroux, with an introduction by Diane 
de Margerie, was published by Henri Veyrier. This 
French edition included an even more dramatic 
image on the front cover inspired by JCP’s Satanic 
allusions. This edition is probably less familiar to 
English language readers although the image by 
William Blake will be well known to readers. 
	 The image selected by the French publisher is 
taken from one of Blake’s watercolour paintings 
on Biblical subjects produced for his patron Thomas Butts in about 1805-1810. This 
one is entitled The Great Red Dragon and the Woman Clothed with the Sun and is 
based on a quotation taken from the Book of Revelation, Chapter 12, about Satan, 
God, the struggle between good and evil, Christ, the Devil and planetary and stellar 
symbolism. That might have interested JCP more than the Sphere paperback image.
	 Here we reproduce the cover of the French translation of Morwyn with Blake’s 
original painting.

Chris Thomas
JCP’s lectures on Roman Emperors, ‘The Caesars’, in Lewes,

January to March 1900

It has been well known, for a long time, that early in his career as a university extension 
lecturer, JCP delivered a course of six lectures, in Lewes, in 1900, for the Oxford 
University Extension delegacy, on the subject of the first five Roman emperors (the 
Julio-Flavian dynasty – Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius and Nero) preceded 
by a lecture on the period of transition from republic to empire under Julius Caesar 
(who was the founder of the Julio-Flavian dynasty).1 It is also well known that JCP 
briefly fell out of favour with the Oxford University authorities over these lectures 
who regarded his technical knowledge of this period of Roman history as deficient.2 

Front cover of French translation
of  Morwyn.
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JCP himself however preferred to believe that the authorities were actually offended 
and displeased with his references to the more colourful and salacious aspects of 
the lives of the first Roman emperors described by the Latin author Gaius Suetonius 
Tranquillus (69-140 CE) in his De vita Caesarum (probably written in 121 CE). In 
Autobiography JCP declared ‘the Oxford authorities actually decided that I must 
never lecture on any historical subject again, because…I had been guilty of something 
that was at once indecent and mathematical – derived from the scandalous gossip 
of the mischievous Suetonius’.3 He described to Louis Wilkinson how the Oxford 
authorities prevented him from teaching history “for punishment for my Peeping Tom 
Course on the Caesars (as seen by none but Suetonius) at Lewes.”4 JCP’s teasing 
reference to the judgement of the Oxford authorities on his lectures does not coincide 
with the reception of the lectures covered by the reports published in the Sussex 
Express, a local newspaper, which suggest that the lectures were very well received, 
well attended (mostly by ladies) and presented in a powerful and ‘masterly’ way. 
There is no evidence that the audience thought the subject of the lectures scandalous.
	 Stuart Marriott and Janet Coles have studied the background to JCP’s delivery 
of these lectures and published documents relating to the opinion of the Oxford 
authorities about the ability of JCP to lecture on historical subjects and his inadequate 
knowledge. The authors conclude, positively, that the effect of the criticism of the 
authorities in fact forced JCP to focus in his future lectures on literary subjects.5

	 Susan Rands has pointed out that it is very likely inspiration for these lectures may 
have originated with ‘Ned’ Warren (1860-1928), the wealthy American collector of 
classical antiquities, who lived in Lewes and with whom JCP was acquainted. JCP 
used to borrow books from Warren’s extensive library.6	
	 Luckily, we now know a little more about these Roman history lectures, the venue 
where they were delivered, the dates when they were presented and, for the most 
part, we know now more precisely exactly what JCP actually said. A report of each of 
JCP’s lectures was published in a contemporary local Lewes newspaper, the Sussex 
Express. These reports are reproduced below. The reports provide some useful insight 
into JCP’s activities during this very early stage of his career as a public lecturer.

Notes
1	 John Cowper Powys: A Record of Achievement, Derek Langridge, 1966, p.44; 

Autobiography, Macdonald, 1967, p.459
2	 Autobiography, p.459; Stuart Marriott and Janet Coles: John Cowper Powys as University 

Extension Lecturer, 1898-1909, Powys Journal, Vol. IV, 1994, pp.23-24; pp.46-47
3	 Autobiography, p.459
4	 Letter to Louis Wilkinson, 3 December 1935, Letters of John Cowper Powys to Louis 

Wilkinson 1935-1956, Macdonald, 1958, p.20
5	 Powys Journal, Vol. IV, 1994, pp.46-47
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6	 John Cowper Powys, the Lyons and W. E. Lutyens, 2000, p. 13; For JCP’s acquaintance 
with Warren see Rands, pp.12-13, Bachelors of Art by David Sox, 1991, p.171 (who quotes 
passages about JCP and Harry Lyon visiting Lewes House extracted from an unpublished 
draft biography of Warren’s secretary Matthew Stewart Prichard by Harry Rowan Walker). 
See also - JCP diary for 19 October 1932.

NB: For well-informed and accessible accounts of Roman imperial rule and Suetonius 
modern readers can hardly do better than consult Mary Beard’s recent books: Twelve 
Caesars (2021) and Emperor of Rome (2023), Andrew Wallace-Hadrill’s Suetonius: 
The Scholar and his Caesars (1983), The Twelve Caesars by Matthew Dennison 
(2012), The Twelve Caesars by Michael Grant (1975) and most recently The Lives 
of the Caesars translated by Tom Holland (2025). 

***

JCP’s lectures on “The Roman Emperors - the Caesars” as reported in the 
Sussex Express.

	 Julius Caesar – The Man
Delivered: Wednesday 24 January 1900
Report published in the Sussex Express, Friday 26 January 1900, page 5,   
column 3

A welcome revival of the Oxford University Extension lectures in the town took 
place on Wednesday afternoon, when the first of a course of six lectures on “The 
Roman Emperors – the Caesars,” was delivered in the Lesser Hall, at the Town Hall, 
by Mr J.C. Powys, B.A.
There was a gratifying attendance, for the most part consisting of ladies, and Mr. 
Powys was accorded a very hearty reception – At the outset Mr. T. R. White expressed 
regret at the absence of Mr E. C. Currey, but remarked that they were all sufficiently 
acquainted with Mr. Powys, having previously had the pleasure of listening to a very 
interesting course of lectures from him, that he need say no more in introducing him 
to them. As most of them knew, they had had no University Extension lectures since 
April 30th 1898, and as representing the old regime he had very great pleasure in 
bearing witness to the energy which had been exhibited by Miss Bacon and Miss K 
Harvey Smith in organising this course of lectures (applause). He sincerely hoped it 
would be the success their exertions deserved – Mr. Powys then delivered a powerful 
and masterly exposition of the life and times of Julius Caesar, to whose life, he said, 
they enjoyed today thousands of blessings they would not have otherwise possessed. 
He dwelt at some length upon the transition from the Republic to the Empire, dilating 
upon the causes that had made the former the corrupt oligarchy that it was, and the 
absolute need there was for the centralisation of government in the person of one man 
to reorganise the state, and who was found in Julius Caesar, whose early life, character 
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and accomplishments he vividly 
portrayed, and who he described 
also as being an Epicurean 
philosopher. The times were 
ably dealt with, and something 
was said of the influence upon 
them of Greek literature and art 
and oriental luxury. The subject 
was so broad a one that the 
lecturer will have to continue 
it on Wednesday next. At the 
conclusion of the lecture a class 
was held, and those remaining 
were asked to write weekly papers and send them to Court House, near Lewes.

***

Augustus – The Ruler
Delivered: Wednesday 31 January 1900
Report published in the Sussex Express, Friday 2 February 1900, page 4,   
column 5

There was another numerous audience in the Lecture Hall at the Municipal Buildings 
on Wednesday afternoon when the second of the course of Oxford University 
Extension lectures was given by Mr. J.C. Powys, B.A. The lectures are on “The 
Roman Emperors- the Caesars” and on this occasion “Augustus – the Ruler” and 
was dealt with in eloquent and learned terms by Mr. Powys. The lecturer not only 
dealt with the salient features of the life of Augustus, but also animadverted upon 
the principal characters of the period thus enhancing alike in value and interest 
the lecture which was listened to with rapt attention throughout. He remarked that 
Augustus before he was made Emperor was cold and cruel lacking in sympathy for 
the people and tenderness, but after his elevation a wonderful change came over him, 
sullen mien and cruelty giving way to clemency and consideration – traits hitherto 
unknown in the history of the Romans. Mark Anthony one of the greatest characters 
of the period, represented the romantic element of Roman history and had the great 
genius of always being able to rise to the occasion until he fell into the toils of 
Cleopatra. Describing the characters of Brutus and Cassius, he referred to Dante’s 
grouping of them with Judas Iscariot as being the greatest traitors in history. Augustus 
was a skillful diplomatist, and at once popularised himself by giving to the people 
the treasures willed to them by Caesar. His wonderful flattery won over Caesar to 
his side and his skillful and clever absorption of all public affairs finally left him 

Lewes Town Hall c. 1900, location of JCP’s 
lectures on Roman Emperors.
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supreme without earning the enmity of them by dismissing them from their posts. 
His battles were described, and the lecturer said he gained despotism in the cleverest 
and subtlest way. The subject for the next lecture will be “Tiberius, the misanthrope.”

***

Tiberius – The Misanthrope
Delivered: Wednesday 7 February 1900
Report published in the Sussex Express, Friday 9 February 1900, page 4,    
column 6

There was another large attendance in the Lecture-room at the Town Hall on 
Wednesday afternoon, when Mr. J.C. Powys, B.A., continued his lectures on “The 
Caesars,” the subject of his eloquent oration being “Tiberius – The Misanthrope.” He 
enlarged upon his early life, his disappointments, and neglect and harsh treatment 
by Augustus, and pointed out that although in the earlier years of his reign, while 
under the influence of his mother, Livia, he worked laboriously and conscientiously 
for the Romans, the lust and cruelty which blackened the declining years of his reign 
might be largely accounted for by the loss of the two persons in the world he really 
loved, early in his life, the one making the most impression upon him being his 
separation from his wife, Agrippina, for whom he had an almost romantic affection, 
and whom Augustus compelled him to divorce. His character throughout life was, 
as with Augustus, one of complete dissimulation, only of a more sinister kind. He 
trusted no man, always steadfastly refused flattery and early lost the confidence of the 
people by interfering with their pleasures. Probably for this act, more than anything 
else, he was hated by the Romans with an intensity greater than they ever hated any 
other man.

***

Caligula – The Madman
Delivered: Wednesday 14 February 1900
Report published in the Sussex Express Friday 16 February 1900, page 4, 
column 5

There was another large attendance at the lecture-room in the Town Hall on 
Wednesday afternoon when Mr. J.C. Powys, B.A. gave the fourth of the series of 
lectures on the Caesars. The subject of the lecture was Caius Caligula whose life and 
character was portrayed in vivid and eloquent language, the interest in the lecture 
being well sustained to the close.		

***
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Claudius – The Antiquarian
Delivered: Wednesday 21 February 1900
Report published in the Sussex Express Friday 23 February 1900, page 5, 
column 1

Continuing his series of Oxford University Extension lectures, Mr. J.C. Powys, B.A., 
devoted his address on Wednesday afternoon at the Lecture Hall to a description 
of the reign and life of the Emperor Claudius. Mr. Powys described Claudius as 
an antiquarian and as an historian of no mean repute, but pointed out that he was 
deformed in both body and mind. His cowardice, gluttony and cruelty was touched 
upon, while the lecturer pointed out that he was also patient and good tempered, and 
cared for the people. He reverenced the memory of Augustus, and desired to imitate 
him, but the empire was practically ruled by his freed man and wives, two of the 
latter, Messalina and Agrippina, being practically criminals. There was again a good 
attendance.

***

Nero – The Matricide
Delivered: Wednesday 28 February 1900
Report published in the Sussex Express, Friday 2 March 1900, page 5, column 1

The last of the course of six Oxford University extension lectures on Roman 
Emperors was delivered by Mr. J.C. Powys, B.A., at the Town Hall, on Wednesday 
afternoon, when there was again a large and attentive audience. The lecturer devoted 
his remarks to “Nero, the Matricide.” Mr Powys described Nero as having a very 
vindictive character. His mother, Agrippina, had a considerable influence over him 
in his boyhood, but during his reign he murdered her. He had a great love for art, and 
when he was unable to grasp the reins of Government he gave himself up to art and 
his many degrading amusements. In art he found his fame and lost it, his dying words 
being, “What a pity such an artist should perish.” The first five years of his reign he 
governed in a proper manner. The lecturer referred to the great fire at Rome, of which 
it was said Nero was the author, and that he delighted to watch the progress of the 
fire, at the same time playing his harp. He was accused of setting Rome on fire, and 
he then attached the blame to the Christians, and they were accordingly treated in a 
very cruel manner. They were treated in the most cruel way, and tortured in every 
conceivable manner. He described the rebellions of the British Queen, Boadicea; 
Vindex, the Gallic chieftain; and Galba, who finally overthrew Nero, who in the end 
committed suicide. At the conclusion of the lecture Alderman Kemp proposed a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Powys and also to the lady hon. secretaries (Miss K Bacon and Miss 
Maxfield Smith). Mr Powys briefly replied.
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Pamela Gillingham
	 Katie Powys’s cross in East Chaldon

[Ed: In Newsletter 112, July 2024, p.19, we published a note from John Sanders 
appealing for help from someone willing to take over maintenance of Katie’s cross 
marking her grave site in East Chaldon churchyard. Here Pam Gillingham provides 
an update on progress made on replacing the cross.]
	 I discovered my neighbour, John Brewster, was a skilled craftsman with wood 
when he kindly mended some very damaged kitchen furniture for me. In conversation 
with John Sanders last Summer it was clear he was unable to replace the cross himself 
but was anxious that something should be done.
	 I gave John Brewster the commission. A photo of the finished work is 
published in this Newsletter.  It is a beautiful hardwood, twice varnished with 
bitumen at the base. The original wooden letters and date have been attached.  
	 There was a lot of work involved in removing the original concrete fixing, two 
hours of struggle. John Brewster deserves a medal and in his last email to me, John 
Sanders conveyed his thanks and appreciation.  
	 It is a nice story of village collaboration, I think. 
			 
	

Katie’s restored cross placed in East 
Chaldon churchyard.
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