
Editorial
An anthology of contributions from members old and new, including welcome 
¿UVW�WLPHUV��&RQIHUHQFH�QRWHV��VRPH�RI�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�H[WHQGHG�LQ�WKH�QH[W�Journal. 
9DULRXV�YLHZV�RI�WKH�/ODQJROOHQ�ZHHNHQG��KDSS\�DV�HYHU��ZLWK�H[FXUVLRQV�WR�%ODHQDX�
)IHVWLQLRJ��E\�FKDUDEDQF��DQG�WKH�&RUZHQ�KLOO��RQ�IRRW���DOVR�¿UVW�KDQG�UHPLQLVFHQFHV�
E\� D� QHLJKERXU� DW� &DH� &RHG�� &RUZHQ�� %DFN� LQ� 'RUVHW�� WKH� /OHZHO\Q� ZDON� ZDV�
H[FHSWLRQDOO\� VXQQ\� DQG� IHVWLYH�� /OHZHO\Q� HVVD\V� LQ� )UHQFK�� 3RZ\V� QXUVHU\� GD\V�
LQ�6KLUOH\��'HUE\VKLUH�� SURGXFWLRQV� IURP�ROGHU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ�6WHSKHQ�0DUNV¶V� IDPLO\�
FROOHFWLRQ��-&3�FKDOOHQJLQJ�D�QHZ�UHDGHU�ZLWK�Religion of a Sceptic (1925)  –  Tim 
+\PDQ¶V�VXEMHFW�DW�RXU��'HFHPEHU�PHHWLQJ��DQG�PRUH�RQ�'RURWK\�&KHVWRQ�E\�6XVDQ�
5DQGV��7KDQNV�WR�DOO�
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Conference Notes

This year’s talks (summaries below), apart from the last on Llewelyn and religion, 
DSSURDFKHG�WKH�3RZ\VHV�FKLHÀ\�IURP�SHULSKHUDO�DQJOHV��DOO�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�
ways.Gamel Woolsey stands at one side of the Powys stage with Alyse Gregory at 
the other; early 20th century interest in Arthurian mythology compares JCP with 
other writers of his time; and JCP’s hopes for his life-philosophy as a helpful food 
for hungry readers was demonstrated by a devotee for whom he is an inspiring 
presence. We ended with personal memories from David Jones, a Powys neighbour 
in Cae Coed, Corwen. 

The excursion to Blaenau Ffestiniog gave a reality to the landscape around 
JCP’s last home and his view from it ‘as on his couch he lay’ (see CT on p.19).  

On Saturday evening, readings with different voices from Homer and the Aether, 
JCP’s witty old-age retelling of  The Iliad (1959) was greatly enjoyed by those 
taking part and it is hoped this was conveyed to the audience. John Hodgson was 
a decided Homer with Kate K as his instructress the Aether; Richard Graves and 
Tim Hyman took on the elder statesmen, Kevin Taylor a tricky Achilles, with Janice 
Gregory, Susan Huxtable-Selly, Chris Michaelides, Jacqueline Peltier, Dawn 
Collins, Sonia Lewis and Charles Lock as various men and women human and 
divine. Many thanks to all, organisers and participants.

KK

Friday 18th August, 8.30 pm
'DYLG�*RRGZD\��Gerald Brenan: Bloomsbury, Gamel Woolsey and Spain
,QWURGXFHG�E\�-RKQ�+RGJVRQ��ZKR�UHPLQGHG�XV�WKDW�'DYLG�*RRGZD\�JRHV�EDFN�WR�
WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�LQ�WKH�ODWH�����V��+H�LV�DQ�DQDUFKLVW�DQG�KLVWRULDQ�RI�
WKH�/HIW��+LV�Anarchist Seeds Beneath the Snow��������KDV�D�FKDSWHU�RQ�-&3�

A helpful factual account of two unusual people and their creative response 
WR�WKHLU�DGRSWHG�FRXQWU\��'*�RXWOLQHG�%UHQDQ¶V�������������FRQQHFWLRQV�ERWK�LQ�
(QJODQG�ZLWK�PHPEHUV�RI��µ%ORRPVEXU\¶�KLJK�FXOWXUH��ZKR�YLVLWHG�KLP�LQ�6SDLQ���
and with Spanish cultural, political and agrarian life (he settled in a village near 
*UDQDGD� LQ� ������ ODWHU� PRYLQJ� QHDU�0DODJD��� UHVXOWLQJ� LQ� KLV� WZR� EHVW�NQRZQ�
books, The Spanish Labyrinth��������DQG�Literature of the Spanish People��������
*DPHO�:RROVH\�����������)��RIWHQ�VHHQ�DV�D�IDLU\OLNH�¿JXUH�IURP�KHU�DVVRFLDWLRQ�

DQG� VKDUHG� IDQWDVLHV� ZLWK� /OHZHO\Q� 3RZ\V�� DSSHDUV� LQ� D� PRUH� DFWLYH� UROH� DV�
%UHQDQ¶V� W\SLVW� DQG� DXWKRU� LQ� KHU� RZQ� ULJKW� �KHU�One Way of Love (1931) was 
VXSSUHVVHG���VKH�WUDQVODWHG�6SDQLVK�ZULWHUV��3HUH]�*DOGyV��WKH�6SDQLVK�'LFNHQV��
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DQG�ZURWH�WZR�ERRNV�DERXW�WKH�&LYLO�:DU��VKDULQJ�%UHQDQ¶V�UDGLFDO�OLEHUDO�LGHDOV�
DQG�KLV�V\PSDWK\�ZLWK�WKH�DQDUFKLVWV�WKH\�PHW�LQ�6SDLQ��
%UHQDQ�DGPLUHG�/OHZHO\Q�DQG�JUHZ�WR�OLNH�KLP��/OHZHO\Q�LQFOXGHG�SRUWUDLWV�RI�

*DPHO�DQG�%UHQDQ�LQ�Love and Death��*HUDOG�%UHQDQ�ZURWH�PDQ\�ERRNV�RQ�6SDLQ��
He always wanted to write novels, and published several under assumed names 
�3K\OOLV�DQG�-&3�ZHUH�UHDGLQJ�Jack Robinson�E\�µ*HRUJH�%HDWRQ¶�LQ��������PRVW�
were unsuccessful or destroyed by him, but his historical books were written with 
D�QRYHOLVW¶V� VNLOO��+H�ZDV�$QJOR�,ULVK�� WUDYHOOHG�(DVW�DV�D�\RXQJ�PDQ��D�KHUR� LQ�
::���+LV�VHOI�DQDO\WLFDO�SRHPV�ZHUH�HYHQWXDOO\�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������

*

Saturday 19th August, 9.30 am
'DYLG�6WLPSVRQ��John Cowper Powys in America – a Personal View
,QWURGXFHG�E\�&KULV�7KRPDV
'DYLG�6WLPSVRQ��OLNH�RWKHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�-HII�.ZLQWQHU��WR�RXU�JUHDW�EHQH¿W��KDV�IRXQG�
LQ�-&3�D�SHUVRQDO�LQVSLUDWLRQ��OLIH�JXLGH�DQG�FRPSDQLRQ��WR�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�µVHHLQJ¶�WKH�
JUHDW�PDQ��ZLWK�3K\OOLV��DV�FR�H[LVWHQW�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�OLIH�±�VLWWLQJ�LQ�WKH�DXGLHQFH��
DV�LW�ZHUH��:H�FDQ�VHH�WKLV�DV�D�WULEXWH�WR�WKH�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�GHWDLOHG�SULYDWH�LQVLJKWV�
SURYLGHG�E\�-&3¶V�GLDULHV�DQG�OHWWHUV��DV�ZHOO�DV� LQ� WKH�QRYHOV�DQG�µSKLORVRSKLFDO¶�
books (and of course Autobiography), that enable us to visualise him so clearly, in 
XSVWDWH�1HZ�<RUN�DQG�LQ�KLV�:HOVK�KRPHV��:H�FDQ�VHH�KRZ�KH�ZDV��RU�LV��QRW�MXVW�
ZKDW�KH�VD\V�
'6�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�WKHPH�RI�ZKDW�KH�FDOOHG�-&3¶V�µDZDNHQLQJ¶�LQ�$PHULFD�ZKLFK�

KH�UHODWHG�WR�KLV�RZQ�VSLULWXDO�DQG�LQWHOOHFWXDO�MRXUQH\�DV�DQ�$PHULFDQ���$PHULFD��'6�
IHHOV��DV�D�ULFKO\�GLYHUVH�WHUULWRU\��XQHQFXPEHUHG�IRU�-&3�E\�IDPLO\�DQG�WKH�(QJOLVK�
class system, must have helped to liberate his psychic energy and heightened his 
awareness of the magic of life, encouraging his teaching of secular spirituality and 
µSDQ�SV\FKLFLVP¶��FRQVFLRXVQHVV�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ���+LV�QHZ�OLIH�ZLWK�3K\OOLV�3OD\WHU�ZDV�
DQ�LQVSLUDWLRQ��:KLWPDQ��DUFK�$PHULFDQ��ZDV�KLV�DOO\�DV�ZDV�(QJOLVK�:RUGVZRUWK�
�ZKR�VWD\HG�LQ�WKH�+DQG�+RWHO�����
'6�WKLQNV�RI�-&3�DV�D�VSLULWXDO�SV\FKRORJLVW��D�PRGHUQ�H[DPSOH�LV�6WHYH�7D\ORU�

RI�%LUPLQJKDP��� -&3¶V�SUDFWLFDO� LGHDV� DERXW� VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\��KLV� DGYRFDF\�RI� WKH�
simple life, of being unaffected by praise or blame or social status, and his love 
of solitude, all lead to his central ideal, the ability to calm your mind, to promote 
NLQGQHVV�DQG� WR�FUHDWH�RQH¶V�RZQ�µUHOLJLRQ¶�� �%ODNH: I must create a system or be 
enslaved by another man’s��
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'6� UHJUHWV� WKDW� 3RZ\V� LV� QRW� PRUH� ZLGHO\� NQRZQ� LQ�$PHULFD� QRZ�� GHVSLWH�
ZLGHVSUHDG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�VSLULWXDO�VWDWHV��)RU�KLPVHOI��KH�VLQJOHV�RXW�A Philosophy of 
Solitude and The Art of Happiness�DV�DLGV�WR�FDOPQHVV��DOVR���UHPHPEHULQJ�-&3¶V�
own insistence that his novels were vehicles for his philosophy) key passages such 
DV�WKH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�HQG�WR�Wolf Solent,  WKH�YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�EXWWHUFXS�¿HOG�
$�VDOXWH�WR�-&3�DQG�3K\OOLV�VHDWHG�DW�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�KDOO�SXW�WKLQJV�LQ��SHUVSHFWLYH��

-&3�ZURWH�IRU�SHUVRQDO�FRQWDFW��DQG�ZH�QHHG�UHDGHUV�ZLWK�HPRWLRQDO�FRQQHFWLRQ�DV�
ZHOO�DV�KLVWRU\�DQG�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�

*

Saturday 19th August, 11.15 am    
*UHYHO�/LQGRS��Saving Mid-Century Britain��Arthurian themes in the work 
of John Cowper Powys and Charles Williams
,QWURGXFHG�E\�'DYLG�*RRGZD\
This was a densely packed and revealing talk, on how two different imaginations 
ZRUNHG�RQ�WKH�VDPH�P\WKLFDO�PDWHULDO��IRU�:LOOLDPV�*RG�FHQWUHG��IRU�3RZ\V�D�
multifarious myth. 
*/� UHPLQGHG� XV� WKDW� WKH� µ0DWWHU� RI� %ULWDLQ¶� LV� VWLOO� DOLYH� DQG� ZHOO��0HUOLQ�

SHUKDSV�PRUH�WKDQ�.LQJ�$UWKXU��WKDQNV�WR�79�VHULDOV��EXW�$UWKXULDQ�VLWHV�DUH�VWLOO�
ORFDOO\�URRWHG��DV�LQ�,UHODQG��
:ULWHUV�RI�WKH�����V�DQG�DIWHU��'DYLG�-RQHV��WKH�SRHW�SDLQWHU���&�6��/HZLV��7�+��

:KLWH�DPRQJ�RWKHUV��DOO�UH�LQWHUSUHW�$UWKXULDQ�WKHPHV��DV�GR�&KDUOHV�:LOOLDPV¶V�
QRYHOV� DQG� SRHPV�� DQG� -&3� LQ�A Glastonbury Romance and Porius, with the 
FRQGLWLRQ� RI� %ULWDLQ� LQ�::��ZRYHQ� LQ�� 7KHUH� DUH�PDQ\� VWRULHV� RI� WKH� *UDLO��
HDVLO\�GHWDFKHG�IURP�$UWKXU�KLPVHOI��7KH\�DUH�P\WKV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�:LOOLDPV��QRW�
OHJHQGV�
:LOOLDPV¶V�War in Heaven deals with factions and attitudes to the discovery 

RI�WKH�+RO\�*UDLO��ERWK�HYLO�DQG�URPDQWLF��RI�SRZHU�DQG�GHVWUXFWLRQ��LQYROYLQJ�
3UHVWHU� -RKQ� �WKH� OHJHQGDU\� LVRODWHG� &KULVWLDQ�� DQG� D� ER\�IDPLOLDU� VSLULW�� DOO�
UHODWLQJ�WR�*RG�DQG�WKH�:D\��ZLWK�VWUHDP�RI�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�à la�:RROI�
-&3¶V� A Glastonbury Romance, SXEOLVKHG� WZR� \HDUV� DIWHU� &:¶V� ERRN�� LV�

SURIRXQGO\� GLIIHUHQW�� AGR is elusive, unlocated, unverbalised, unsystematic, 
dealing with other levels much older than Arthur, with hints of alternative 
FRQVFLRXVQHVV��GHVFULEHG�ZLWK�GLVDUPLQJ�QDWXUDOLVP�
7KH� *UDLO� WDNHV� GLIIHUHQW� JXLVHV�� )RU� 2ZHQ� (YHQV�� µD� FUDFN� LQ� WKH� ODZV� RI�

QDWXUH¶��ZDV�WKHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�IUDFWXULQJ�LQ�WKH�DLU�LQ������±�QD]LVP"���,WV�V\PEROV�
±�FDXOGURQ��¿VK�±�DUH�RSWLRQDO��%RWK�DXWKRUV�GLIIHU�IURP�WKH�PHGLHYDO�YHUVLRQV�
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RI�LW��)RU�&:�LW� LV�D�QXFOHXV�RI�HWHUQLW\��&:¶V�SRHPV�DUH�GHQVH�ZLWK�V\PEROV��
DOFKHP\��WKH�NDEEDOD��$JH�RI�$TXDULXV��&KULVWLDQ�WUDQVSRVHG�VXIIHULQJ��$OVR�WKH�
:DU��HYHQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�*HQHUDO�0DFArthur����-&3�LV� LQWHQW�RQ�WKH�V\QWKHVLV�RI�
GLIIHUHQW�HOHPHQWV� WKDW�PDNH�XS�%ULWDLQ�� IURP�GRPHVWLF� WR�YLVLRQDU\�±�D� ULFKO\�
KXPDQ�P\WK��
%RWK�&:�DQG�-&3�WUDQVODWH�7DOLHVLQ��%RWK�DUH�SRUWUDLWV��H[WHUQDOLVHG�HOHPHQWV�

RI�WKHPVHOYHV��7KH\�VKRZ�KRZ�WKH�P\WKV�ZHUH�VWLOO�EXEEOLQJ�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�
FDXOGURQ��DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�IDVFLQDWH�

*

Sunday 20th August, 9.30 am
3DWULFN�4XLJOH\��The Making of a Pagan: Llewelyn Powys and Palestine
,QWURGXFHG�E\�.DWH�.DYDQDJK
2ULJLQDOO\�WLWOHG�µ7KH�0DNLQJ�RI�D�Prophet¶��WKLV�ZDV�D�UHYHDOLQJ�DQG�FRKHUHQW�WDON��
FKURQLFOLQJ�WKH�FKDQJH�LQ�/O3¶V�SXEOLF�LPDJH�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�MRXUQH\�WR�3DOHVWLQH�
LQ�2FWREHU�������IURP�HDUOLHU�GD\V�LQ�$PHULFD�DV�ZRUOGO\�ZLVH�FRPPHQWDWRU�RQ�
VRFLDO� OLIH�� WZHHG�VXLWHG� ZLWK� ÀRZHU� LQ� EXWWRQKROH�� WR� WKH� 6DJH� RI� 'RUVHW� DQG�
6ZLW]HUODQG�ZLWK�EHDUG��FORDN��VWDII�DQG�$QNK��7KLV�FKDQJH�ZDV�QRW�RQO\�RZLQJ�WR�
his illness but to his development as a public atheist, his ‘settling of accounts with 
&KULVWLDQLW\¶��QRW�HQWLUHO\�FDUULHG�WKURXJK�LQ�VHQWLPHQW�RU�ODQJXDJH�±�µ,�ZKR�KDYH�
OLYHG�IRU����\HDUV�RQO\�E\�WKH�JUDFH�RI�*RG����¶�±�µ,�FDQQRW�VHH�KRZ�DQ�DWKHLVW�FDQ�
KDYH�ZULWWHQ�WKLV¶��FRPPHQWV�34��
�7KH�WRQH�RI�/O3¶V�ZULWLQJ�HFKRHV�WKLV�GHYHORSPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�µ3DOHVWLQH�WULORJ\¶��

from the poetically imagined Old Testament in Cradle of God (1929) to his 
increasing hostility to organised religion in The Pathetic Fallacy���������$OZD\V��
though, with sympathetic understanding of the individuals involved, and the spirit 
RI�KLV�SDUHQWV�KRYHUV�±�KLV� IDWKHU¶V�PRUQLQJ�SUD\HUV� DW�0RQWDFXWH�YLFDUDJH�� KLV�
PRWKHU�UHWXUQLQJ�IURP�D�FKXUFK�PHHWLQJ����

A Pagan’s Pilgrimage (1931) was commissioned as a travel book, hoping to build 
RQ�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�$IULFDQ�HVVD\V��,W�VD\V�OLWWOH�DERXW�PRGHUQ�3DOHVWLQH�DQG�ZDV�
ZULWWHQ� IURP� QRWHV�� /OHZHO\Q� DQG�$O\VH� YLVLWHG� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO� VLWHV� EXW� DYRLGHG�
WRZQV�±�KLV�&KULVW�ZDV�D�FRXQWU\PDQ�OLNH�KLPVHOI��7KH\�VDW�RQ�VXQQ\�KLOOVLGHV�DQG�OHIW�
WKHLU�ORGJLQJV�E\�QLJKW�WR�ORRN�DW�VWDUV��+RZHYHU��LW�ZDV�KRW��DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�VHYHUDO�
LQWHUUXSWLRQV�IURP�LOOQHVV�
$V�3HWHU�)RVV�KDV�VDLG��/O3�FDQ�EH�TXRWHG�DJDLQVW�KLPVHOI�RQ�DOPRVW�HYHU\�VXEMHFW��

+LV�UDWLRQDO�VHOI�WHDVHV�KLV�SRHWLF�VHOI��+HQFHIRUWK��SRHWU\�ZDV�KLV�UHOLJLRQ��$Q�
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LQYHWHUDWH�P\WKRORJLVHU��DW�*DOLOHH�KH�FRPPXQHV�ZLWK�HDUWK�DQG�ZDWHU�WKDW�FRXOG�
KDYH�SDVVHG�WKURXJK�WKH�KDQGV�RI�&KULVW�

KK
*

Sunday 20th August, 12 noon
'DYLG�-RQHV��Memories of JCP and Phyllis Playter
,QWURGXFHG�E\�3DW�4XLJOH\
,QWURGXFLQJ�'DYLG�-RQHV��3DW�4XLJOH\�VDLG�LW�ZDV�D�UDUH�SULYLOHJH�WR�PHHW�VRPHRQH�
ZKR�KDG�NQRZQ�-&3�SHUVRQDOO\��2Q�D�YLVLW� WR�/ODQJROOHQ�LQ������3DW�PHW�'DYLG�
IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��:H�DUH�LQGHEWHG�WR�'DYLG�DV�KH�ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DUUDQJLQJ�WKH�
HUHFWLRQ�RI�D�SODTXH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�PHPRU\�RI�-&3�ZKLFK�LV�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�ZDOO�
RXWVLGH�WKH�,QIRUPDWLRQ�&HQWUH�LQ�&RUZHQ��
'DYLG�DQG�KLV�IDPLO\�ZHUH�QHLJKERXUV�RI�-&3�DW�&DH�&RHG�LQ�&RUZHQ�LQ�WKH�����V�

DQG�HDUO\�����V��'DYLG¶V�IDWKHU��-RKQ�(YDQ�-RQHV��ZDV�D�PRQXPHQWDO�PDVRQ��+H�
PDGH�WKH�JUDYHVWRQH�IRU�-&3¶V�GRJ��7KH�%ODFN��VWLOO�LQ�WKHLU�JDUGHQ��'DYLG�ZDV�ERUQ�
LQ������DQG�KDV�VWURQJ�PHPRULHV�RI�ERWK�-&3�DQG�3K\OOLV��'DYLG�ODWHU�WRRN�XS�D�
FDUHHU�LQ�QXUVLQJ�DQG�ZHQW�WR�/RQGRQ�IRU�WUDLQLQJ��-&3�ZURWH�WR�KLP��D�FRS\�RI�RQH�
RI�KLV�OHWWHUV�LV�UHSURGXFHG�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH���-&3�DOVR�LQVFULEHG�ERRNV�IRU�'DYLG�DQG�
KLV�JUDQGSDUHQWV��7KH�LQVFULSWLRQ�LQ�:HOVK�LQ�D�ERRN��Yn Y Wlad �,Q�WKH�&RXQWU\��
E\�2ZHQ�(GZDUGV��SUHVHQWHG�WR�'DYLG¶V�JUDQGSDUHQWV�0U�DQG�0UV�(GZDUGHV�RQ�
WKH�RFFDVLRQ�RI�WKHLU�ZHGGLQJ�DQQLYHUVDU\�LQ�������LV�E\�µ0U�DQG�0UV�3RZ\V¶��,Q�
�����)UDQFLV�3RZ\V�SUHVHQWHG�'DYLG�ZLWK�-&3¶V�SHUVRQDO�FRS\�RI�WKH�¿UVW�HGLWLRQ�
of Porius ±�QR���RI�WKH�OLPLWHG�HGLWLRQ�RI�����FRSLHV�±�ZKLFK�LV�LQVFULEHG�µ7R�-&3�
IURP�(ULF�+DUYH\¶��L�H��PDQDJLQJ�GLUHFWRU�RI��KLV�SXEOLVKHUV�0DFGRQDOG��GDWHG����
$SULO������
'DYLG�GHVFULEHG�KLV�PHPRULHV�RI�-&3�DQG�3K\OOLV�DQG�KLV�JURZLQJ�XS�LQ�&RUZHQ�

LQ�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��3K\OOLV��DOZD\V�GUHVVHG�LQ�EODFN��ZDONHG�LQWR�&RUZHQ�RQ�
PRVW�GD\V��%RWK�-&3�DQG�3K\OOLV�ZHUH�ZHOO�UHVSHFWHG�LQ�&RUZHQ�DQG�NQRZQ�DV�0U�
DQG�0UV�3RZ\V�� -&3� ORYHG� WKH� WRZQ�DQG� LWV�SHRSOH��KH�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG� WR�NQRZ�
DERXW�HYHU\RQH��+H�ZDV�JHQHURXV��WUDPSV�RIWHQ�FDPH�WR�&DH�&RHG�DV�WKH\�NQHZ�
WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�ZHOO�UHFHLYHG�E\�-&3��'DYLG�RIWHQ�KHOSHG�3K\OOLV�DQG�-&3��KH�GLG�
VKRSSLQJ�DQG�ZHQW�WR�WKH�3RVW�2I¿FH�IRU�WKHP��DQG�WRRN�D�FRRNHG�OXQFK�WR�3K\OOLV��
3K\OOLV�RIWHQ�KDG�PHDOV�RQ�KHU�RZQ�LQ�WKH�2ZHQ�*OHQGRZHU�KRWHO��+H�UHPHPEHUHG�
-&3�VHWWLQJ�RXW�IRU�UHJXODU�ZDONV�FDUU\LQJ�D�KHDY\�VWLFN��+H�GLGQ¶W�UHDOLVH�DW�WKH�
WLPH�KRZ�GLI¿FXOW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�ZHUH�IRU�-&3�DQG�3K\OOLV�LQ�&RUZHQ��DQG�VDLG�KH�
WKRXJKW�WKH\�ZHUH�ZHOO�RII�¿QDQFLDOO\��,Q�ODWHU�OLIH��KH�KHOSHG�3K\OOLV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�
KHU�DFFRXQWV�DQG�ZDV�JODG�WR�OHDUQ�WKDW�WKLQJV�ZHUH�HDVLHU�

CT
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from l. to r. Chris Thomas, 
David Goodway and 

Grevel Lindop

Patrick Quigley with 
David Jones

David Stimpson
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Transcription of letter from JCP to David Jones, 
30th July 1959

��:DWHUORR
%ODHQDX�))HVWLQLRJ
0HULRQHWKVKLUH
1RUWK�:DOHV
7KXUVGD\�-XO\���th 1959

0\�GHDU�'DYLG
3K\OOLV�DQG�,�KDYH�VR�OLNHG�JHWWLQJ�WKLV�OHWWHU�IURP�\RX�DQG�ZH�DUH�YHU\�LQWHUHVWHG�

LQ�DOO�\RX�VD\��,�DP�JODG�\RX�EURXJKW�LQ�WKH�H[DFW�GDWH�RI�\RXU�%LUWKGD\��Monday July 
��th IRU�WKR¶�,�UHPHPEHU�VXFK�D�ORW�RI�WKLQJV�DERXW�\RX�ZKHQ�\RX�ZHUH�OLWWOH�,�DP�YHU\�
EDG�DW�UHPHPEHULQJ�H[DFW�GDWHV��1R�FKLOG�VLQFH�0LVV�3OD\WHU�	�,�KDYH�OLYHG�WRJHWKHU�
KDV�OHIW�VR�PDQ\��2�VR�PDQ\��KDSS\�PHPRULHV�LQ�RXU�PLQGV�DV�\RX��,¶YH�WDNHQ�D�IDQF\�
to a little Toddler of about two and a half I think whom I watch out of this window 
DQG�DOZD\V�WKLQN�RI�\RXU�/LWWOH�%R\�%OXH�ZKR�³EOHZ�KLV�KRUQ�ZKHQ�WKH�6KHHS�ZHUH�
LQ�WKH�PHDGRZ�DQG�WKH�&RZV�LQ�WKH�&RUQ�´
2�P\� GHDU� 'DYLG� KRZ� ,� GR� ORYH� \RXU� TXRWLQJ� WKDW� SRHP� RI� .HDWV� ZKR� DIWHU�

:RUGVZRUWK�LV�IDU�P\�IDYRXULWH�SRHW�RI�PRGHUQ�WLPHV��,�SUHIHU�KLP�WR�6KHOOH\��WKR¶�,�
FRQIHVV�,�¿QG�P\VHOI�RIWHQ�UHSHDWLQJ�³2�:RUOG��2�/LIH��2�7LPH��RQ�ZKRVH�ODVW�VWHSV�
,�FOLPE´²
2�P\�GHDU�'DYLG��EXW�,�GR�DQG�VR�GRHV�3K\OOLV��VR�JUHDWO\�OLNH�WKDW�VHQWHQFH�RI�

yours in this letter where you say that Autumn has an air of Mysticism and an air 
of Suspense��:KHUH�\RX�KDYH�EHDWHQ�PH��P\�GHDU��LV�ZLWK�\RXU�³FDOP�RI�PLQG��DOO�
SDVVLRQ�VSHQW´�IRU�DOWKRXJK�,�NQRZ�WKRVH�OLQHV�YHU\�ZHOO�	�ORYH�WKHP�,�FDQQRW�IRU�
WKH�OLIH�RI�PH�UHPHPEHU�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�DUH�E\�0LOWRQ�RU�6KDNHVSHDUH�DQG�3K\OOLV�DOVR�
LV�QRW�VXUH��6KH�OHDQV�WR�WKLQNLQJ�WKH\�DUH�E\�6KDNHVSHDUH�ZKHUHDV�,�OHDQ�WR�WKLQNLQJ�
WKH\�DUH�E\�0LOWRQ�EXW�QHLWKHU�RI�XV�DUH�VXUH��,�NHHS�UHSHDWLQJ�WR�P\VHOI�ZKHQ�,�WKLQN�
RI�:LQWHU�0LOWRQ¶V�1DWLYLW\�3RHP�³7KH�6KHSKHUGV�RQ�WKH�ODZQ�RU�HUH�WKH�EUHDN�RI�
dawn sat simply chatting in a rustic row – Full little thought they then that the mighty 
3DQ� KDG� NLQGO\� FRPH� WR� OLYH�ZLWK� WKHP�EHORZ±±3HUKDSV� WKHLU� ORYHV� RU� HOVH� WKHLU�
6KHHS�ZDV�DOO�WKDW�GLG�WKHLU�VLOO\�WKRXJKWV�VR�EXV\�NHHS�´
1R�LQ�VSLWH�RI�9LVLWRUV�,�KDYH�MXVW�KDG�D�QHZ�ERRN�RI�PLQH�accepted�E\�0DFGRQDOGV�

EXW�ZKHQ�LW¶OO�EH�SXEOLVKHG�,�KDYH�QR�LGHD��,W�LV�FDOOHG�³$OO�RU�1RWKLQJ´��7KH\�KDYH�
SDLG�PH�WKH�DGYDQFH�5R\DOW\�IRU�LW�±�,�KDYH�DOVR�JRW�DQRWKHU�ERRN�FDOOHG�³you and 
me´�W\SHG�DQG�UHDG\��$QG�now I am a little way�WKUR¶�\HW�DQRWKHU�HQWLWOHG�³Two and 
Two´�EXW�ZKHQ�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�¿QLVKHG�DQG�W\SHG�,�GRXEW�LI�HYHQ�+HDYHQ�NQRZV�
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0\�RQO\�VXUYLYLQJ�EURWKHU�:LOOLDP�(��3RZ\V�RI�.HQ\D�(DVW�$IULFD�DUULYHG�KHUH�
yesterday – I mean in this country�EXW� ,�KDYH�QRW�\HW�KHDUG� IURP�P\�VLVWHU�.DWLH�
3KLOLSSD�� RXU� 3RHWHVV�� RU�P\� VLVWHU� /XF\�� WKH� \RXQJHVW� RI� XV� DOO��ZKHWKHU� KH� KDV�
DUULYHG�VDIHO\�LQ�'RUVHW�ZKHUH�ERWK�WKRVH�VLVWHUV�OLYH�
,¶YH�EHHQ� UHDGLQJ�DORXG� WR�3K\OOLV� ODWHO\� WKH�(YHU\PDQ�HGLWLRQ�RI�&KDXFHU�±�D�

VSOHQGLGO\�HGLWHG�ERRN�
:LWK�RXU�WUXH�ORYH�P\�GHDU�
DOZD\V�\RXU�ROG�-�&�3RZ\V�DQG�KLV�3K\OOLV�3OD\WHU�

7KDQNV�WR�3DXO�&KHVKLUH�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�WKLV�WUDQVFULSWLRQ�

‘O World …’�IURP�6KHOOH\¶V�µ$�/DPHQW¶�
-&3�ZDV�ULJKW��µ$QG�FDOP�RI�PLQG��DOO�SDVVLRQ�VSHQW¶�LV�WKH�¿QDO�OLQH�RI�0LOWRQ¶V�Samson Agonistes. 

Conference DVDs, 2017
$�VHW�RI�IRXU�'9'V�LV�DYDLODEOH�RI�WDONV�IURP�WKH������&RQIHUHQFH��FRQWDLQLQJ�

Disc One
*UHYHO�/LQGRS��µ6DYLQJ�0LG�&HQWXU\�%ULWDLQ��$UWKXULDQ�7KHPHV�LQ�WKH�:RUN�RI�-RKQ�
&RZSHU�3RZ\V�DQG�&KDUOHV�:LOOLDPV¶��Introduced by David Goodway��62min.
Disc Two
'DYLG�6WLPSVRQ��µ-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V�LQ�$PHULFD�±�$�3HUVRQDO�9LHZ¶��Introduced by 
Chris Thomas��72min.
Disc Three
3DWULFN�4XLJOH\��µ7KH�0DNLQJ�RI�D�3DJDQ�±�/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V�DQG�3DOHVWLQH¶��Introduced 
by Kate Kavanagh. 57min.
$�GUDPDWLVHG�UHDGLQJ�RI�SDVVDJHV�IURP�-&3¶V�Homer and the Aether��3DUW�2QH��62min.
Disc Four
$�GUDPDWLVHG�UHDGLQJ�RI�SDVVDJHV�IURP�-&3¶V�Homer and the Aether��3DUW�7ZR��16min.
'DYLG�*RRGZD\��µ*HUDOG�%UHQDQ��%ORRPVEXU\��*DPHO�:RROVH\�DQG�6SDLQ¶��Introduced 
by John Hodgson. 78min.
,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�D�FRS\�SOHDVH�VHQG�D�FKHTXH�IRU����WR�
5D\PRQG�&R[����/XOZRUWK�&ORVH��+DOHVRZHQ��%����8-�
�&KHTXH�WR�5�(��&R[��SOHDVH��not The Powys Society��

Information about the speakers may be found in the March 2017 Newsletter (No 90)
Copies of the Conference DVDs are deposited in the Powys Society collection.
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Obituary
5R\�)LVKHU�����-XQH�����������0DUFK������

A tribute by Charles Lock

The last volume of poetry published by Roy Fisher in his lifetime, Slakki���������LV�
VXEWLWOHG� µ1HZ�DQG�1HJOHFWHG�3RHPV¶��1HJOHFW�KDG�EHFRPH�KLV� IDPLOLDU�� WKH�YHU\�
FKDUDFWHULVWLF� RI� KLV� UHSXWDWLRQ��1HYHU� D� QDPH� IRU� KRXVHKROG�XWWHUDQFH�� DV�/DUNLQ�
RU�+XJKHV�RU�+HDQH\��5R\�)LVKHU¶V�KDV�PDGH�IRU�DQ�DXGLEOH�ZKLVSHU�DQG�D�OXUNLQJ�
SUHVHQFH�LQ�(QJOLVK�SRHWU\�RYHU�VL[�GHFDGHV��,Q�Slakki is a note by Fisher ‘on the 
QDWXUH� RI� QHJOHFW¶�� µ,� GHVFULEH�P\�SRHPV� LQ� VHFWLRQV� WZR� DQG� WKUHH� DV� QHJOHFWHG��
I must emphasise that these poems have not been passed over or slighted by 
SXEOLVKHUV��HGLWRUV�RU�UHYLHZHUV��LQGHHG�P\�ZRUN�DOZD\V�VHHPV�WR�PH�WR�KDYH�KDG�
DV�PXFK�DWWHQWLRQ�DV�LW�GHVHUYHG�RU�ZDV�OLNHO\�WR�JHW��7KH�QHJOHFW�KDV�EHHQ�HQWLUHO\�
PLQH�¶�1RW�RQO\�WKH�QHJOHFW�RI�WKHVH�SRHPV��EXW�RI�DOO�WKH�GHYLFHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�
GUDZQ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKHP��$V�0LFKDHO�&DLQHV�ZURWH�LQ�DQ�RELWXDU\�LQ�WKH�Guardian 
����0D\��������)LVKHU�µGLG�HYHU\WKLQJ�
ZURQJ�±� IURP�D� FDUHHULVW� SHUVSHFWLYH�¶��
Yet his work found admirers, and 
may be all the more powerful for not 
having been distracted or vitiated by 
DQ\�FRQFHVVLRQV�WR�UHDGHUV��1RU�DUH�DQ\�
blandishments offered to critics for the 
H[HUFLVH� RI� FOHYHUQHVV�� ,Q� WKLV� UHVSHFW�
Fisher is not unlike the writer who had 
been important, even instrumental in 
VKDSLQJ�KLV�VHQVH�RI�KLPVHOI�DV�D�SRHW��
-RKQ� &RZSHU� 3RZ\V�� ZKRVH� QDPH� LV�
invoked in the preface to A Furnace 
�������DPRQJ�WKH�GHQVHVW�DQG�EULJKWHVW�
RI�)LVKHU¶V�ZRUNV���

The poem is also a homage, from a 
temperament very different from his, to 
WKH�SURIRXQG��KHWHURGR[�DQG�FRQVLVWHQW�
YLVLRQ� RI� -RKQ� &RZSHU� 3RZ\V�� WR�
whom I owe thanks for some words 
RI�H[KRUWDWLRQ�WKDW�KH�JDYH�PH�LQ�P\�
\RXWK�DQG�LQ�KLV�ROG�DJH�
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2Q�WZR�RFFDVLRQV�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�ZDV�KRQRXUHG�E\�5R\�)LVKHU¶V�SUHVHQFH��LQ�
������ZKHQ�KH�JDYH�D�OHFWXUH�DW�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�KHOG�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(DVW�$QJOLD��
DQG� LQ� ����� DW� /ODQJROOHQ� ZKHUH� KH� DQG� 3HQHORSH� 6KXWWOH� VKDUHG� D� PHPRUDEOH�
UHDGLQJ�RI� WKHLU�SRHPV��7KH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU�)LVKHU�RIIHUHG��IRU� WKH Powys Journal 
WR�SXEOLVK�ZLWK�KLV�FRPPHQWV��WKH�IXOO�WH[WV�RI�WKH�ORQJ�OHWWHU�DQG�VKRUWHU�FDUG�WKDW�
KH�KDG�UHFHLYHG�IURP�-&3�LQ�������PJ��;9,,,���������7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�UHSULQWHG�LQ�D�
FROOHFWLRQ� RI� )LVKHU¶V� HVVD\V��PHPRLUV� DQG� WULEXWHV��An Easily Bewildered Child: 
Occasional Prose 1963-2014��6KHDUVPDQ��������D�PRVW�YDOXDEOH�JXLGH�WR�)LVKHU¶V�
VHQVLELOLWLHV�DQG�RFFXSDWLRQV�

Among the new poems in Slakki�� QRW� RQH�RI� WKRVH�KH¶G�QHJOHFWHG�� LV� DQ� HOHJ\�
ZULWWHQ� E\� )LVKHU� IRU� KLPVHOI�� DQ� HOHJ\� ZKRVH� VZLQJLQJ� H[XEHUDQFH� DQG� GH¿DQW�
ZLW�±�LQYRNLQJ�MD]]�DQG�WKH�XUEDQ��KLV�HQGXULQJ�PRGHV�DQG�WKHPHV�±�UHMRLFHV�LQ�LWV�
certainty that posterity will bring many more admirers than those fortunate enough 
WR�KDYH�IRXQG�KLP�GXULQJ�KLV�OLIHWLPH��/HW�WKLV�HOHJ\�EH�SXW�DERXW�

While There’s Still Time
:KLOH�WKHUH¶V�VWLOO�WLPH�WR�PDNH�GLVSRVLWLRQV
I want it put about that when I come back
LW�ZRQ¶W�EH��DV�\RX�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�VXSSRVLQJ�
DV�D�FDW�RU�D�FDS\EDUD��1R��,�VKDOO�UHWXUQ
LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�QXW�EURZQ�VLOYHU�EDQGHG
EDVVRRQ��,I�,¶P�LQ�WKH�FDUH
of a woman with good lungs and long smooth arms
VR�PXFK�WKH�EHWWHU��,¶P�FHUWDLQ�VKH¶OO�OHW�QRWKLQJ
stand in the way of her playing me
for a series of solo recitals on the tarmac triangle
DW�WKH�FURRN�RI�.HQWLVK�5RDG�ZKHUH�WKH�ORUULHV
XVHG�WR�ZDLW�IRU�WKH�JUHDW�JDWHV�RI�WKH�&DUULDJH�:RUNV
WR�RSHQ�DQG�OHW�WKHP�WKURXJK��0DNH�QR�PLVWDNH�
my voice will be heard once again,
DQG�DV�QHYHU�EHIRUH�
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The Powys Society Annual General Meeting
The Hand Hotel Llangollen

August 20th, 2017

Present: Timothy Hyman (Chairman��� 'DYLG� *RRGZD\� �Vice-Chairman��� &KULV�
Thomas (Secretary), Robin Hickey (Treasurer���.DWH�.DYDQDJK��Newsletter editor), 
/RXLVH�GH�%UXLQ��Conference organiser and publications manager���&KDUOHV�/RFN�
(H[�RI¿FLR��HGLWRU�3RZ\V�-RXUQDO���-RKQ�+RGJVRQ��'DZQ�&ROOLQV��-DFTXHOLQH�3HOWLHU��
.HYLQ�7D\ORU��±�DQG�VRPH����PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\
Apologies��0LFKDHO�.RZDOHZVNL��&ROOHFWLRQ�/LDLVRQ�2I¿FHU) 

Chairman ZHOFRPHG�PHPEHUV�WR�WKH�$*0�DQG�UHDG�DQ�H[FHUSW�IURP�A Glastonbury 
Romance�� VHOHFWLQJ�RQH�RI� WKH�PLVVLQJ�SDVVDJHV�IURP�&KDSWHU���� µ:RRNH\�+ROH¶��
TXRWHG�E\�3DXO�&KHVKLUH�LQ�KLV�DUWLFOH��A Glastonbury Romance: Cuts and Alterations 
to the UK Printed Texts 1932-1955, published in the Powys Journal��9RO��;;9,,��
�����

Minutes of 2016 AGM 
7KH�PLQXWHV�RI�WKH������$*0��DV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�Newsletter ��, 1RYHPEHU�������ZHUH�
DSSURYHG�

1RPLQDWLRQ�RI�+RQRUDU\�2I¿FHUV�DQG�0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�&RPPLWWHH�
for 2017-2018
1RPLQDWLRQV�WR� WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�FRPPLWWHH�DV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�Newsletter�����-XO\�
������ZHUH�DSSURYHG��7KH�Secretary�VDLG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�VWLOO�RQH�YDFDQF\�WR�EH�¿OOHG�
RQ�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�DQG�FDOOHG�IRU�QRPLQDWLRQV�

Richard Graves nominated Kevin Taylor�� 7KH� QRPLQDWLRQ� ZDV� VHFRQGHG� E\�
Louise de Bruin��.HYLQ¶V�QRPLQDWLRQ�ZDV�DSSURYHG�E\�PHPEHUV��.HYLQ�DJUHHG�WR�
VHUYH�DV�D�PHPEHU�RQ�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�

&KDLUPDQ¶V�5HSRUW�
The Chairman referred members to his annual report as published in Newsletter 91, 
-XO\�������S���

7UHDVXUHU¶V�5HSRUW DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�DQQXDO�DFFRXQWV�
The Treasurer thanked Anna Rosic for providing help and support in compiling 
DFFRXQWV�IRU�WKH�\HDU�HQGLQJ����'HFHPEHU�������7KH�7UHDVXUHU�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�DFFRXQWV�
KDG�EHHQ�VXFFHVVIXOO\�DXGLWHG�DQG�DSSURYHG�E\�DFFRXQWDQWV�+LOOV�DQG�%XUJHVV��DQG�
referred members to publication of full accounts in Newsletter ����-XO\�������S����
$�VXUSOXV�RI���������KDG�EHHQ�DFKLHYHG�GXULQJ������DQG�WKH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�6RFLHW\¶V�
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DFFRXQWV� DUH� LQ�JRRG�RUGHU��7KH�7UHDVXUHU� VDLG� WKDW� RXU� UHFRUGV� LQGLFDWH� WKDW� ����
members make payment of their membership fee by direct debit or standing order 
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�PRVW�HI¿FLHQW�ZD\�RI�PDLQWDLQLQJ�DQQXDO�PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�VDYHV�WLPH�
DQG�FRVWV�SXUVXLQJ�ODSVHG�VXEVFULSWLRQV��

&ROOHFWLRQ�/LDLVRQ�2I¿FHU¶V�5HSRUW
The Secretary� SDVVHG�RQ�DSRORJLHV� IURP�0LFKDHO�.RZDOHZVNL� IRU�DEVHQFH�DQG�
UHDG� RXW� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKH� 3RZ\V� 6RFLHW\�&ROOHFWLRQ�� 6HFUHWDU\� VDLG� WKDW� D�
copy of a Swedish translation of Autobiography�PDGH�E\�-&3¶V�FRUUHVSRQGHQW�DQG�
IULHQG��6YHQ�(ULN�7lFNPDUN���-&3¶V�µ(ULN�WKH�5HG¶���KDG�EHHQ�GRQDWHG�WR�WKH�6RFLHW\�
E\� -DFTXHOLQH� 3HOWLHU�� DQG� KDV� QRZ� EHHQ� DFFHSWHG� IRU� GHSRVLW� LQ� WKH�&ROOHFWLRQ�
E\�&KULVWLQH�)DXQFK�DW�([HWHU�8QLYHUVLW\��-DFTXHOLQH�3HOWLHU�VDLG� WKDW�6YHQ�(ULN�
7lFNPDUN�ZDV�D�GHYRWHG�DGPLUHU�RI�-&3¶V�ZRUNV��KH�RUJDQLVHG�DQ�H[KLELWLRQ�RI�
-&3�ERRNV� LQ� 6ZHGHQ� LQ� ����� DQG� KDG� DOVR� WUDQVODWHG�The Meaning of Culture 
LQWR�6ZHGLVK�� -DFTXHOLQH�VDLG� WKDW�6YHQ�GLG�QRW�PDQDJH� WR�¿QLVK�KLV� WUDQVODWLRQ�
EHIRUH� KLV� GHDWK� EXW� WKLV� KDG� EHHQ� FRPSOHWHG� E\� D� FROOHDJXH�� 0LNDHO� 1\GKDO��
ZKR� VXEVHTXHQWO\� IRXQG� D� SXEOLVKHU� DQG� SUHVHQWHG� D� FRS\� RI� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ� WR�
-DFTXHOLQH���

Secretary said that the Welsh Bible��RZQHG�E\�-&3��ZKLFK�LV�IUHTXHQWO\�PHQWLRQHG�
LQ�KLV� OHWWHUV�DQG�GLDU\��KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�GRQDWHG�WR� WKH�6RFLHW\�E\�-RKQ�+XJKHV��D�
UHWLUHG�+HDGPDVWHU��7KH�ERRN��ZKLFK�LV�LQ�YHU\�JRRG�SK\VLFDO�FRQGLWLRQ��ZLOO�EH�
DGGHG�WR�WKH�&ROOHFWLRQ�DW�([HWHU�8QLYHUVLW\��7KLV�%LEOH�LQFOXGHV�PDQ\�TXRWDWLRQV�
LQ�:HOVK�DQG�D�VLQJOH�TXRWDWLRQ�IURP�+RPHU�LQ�*UHHN�LQVFULEHG�E\�-&3��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�
GHGLFDWLRQ�E\�3K\OOLV�3OD\WHU��6HFUHWDU\�UHIHUUHG�PHPEHUV�WR�D�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�JLIW�
and details of the inscriptions published in Newsletter ����0DUFK�������6HFUHWDU\�
VDLG�WKDW�WKH�EHQHIDFWRU��-RKQ�+XJKHV��ZDV�JLYHQ�WKH�ELEOH�E\�WKH�:HOVK�VFKRODU��
,RZHUWK�&��3HDWH��DQRWKHU�RI�-&3¶V�SXEOLVKHG�FRUUHVSRQGHQWV��ZKR�KDG�UHFHLYHG�LW�
DV�D�JLIW�IURP�3K\OOLV�DIWHU�WKH�GHDWK�RI�-&3�

Secretary�LQIRUPHG�PHPEHUV�WKDW�WKH�LQYHQWRU\�RI�WKH�&ROOHFWLRQ�KDV�QRZ�EHHQ�
SRVWHG� RQ� WKH� KRPHSDJH� RI� WKH� 6RFLHW\¶V� ZHEVLWH� DQG� HQFRXUDJHG� HYHU\RQH� WR�
consult this very useful reference and research tool which is clearly organised, 
ODEHOOHG� DQG� ODLG� RXW�� 6HFUHWDU\� WKDQNHG�0RULQH�.ULVVGyWWLU� IRU� GHYHORSLQJ� DQG�
UHYLVLQJ�WKH�LQYHQWRU\�RI�WKH�&ROOHFWLRQ�

6HFUHWDU\¶V�5HSRUW�������������
7KH�WRWDO�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�WKH�6RFLHW\�LV�QRZ������6LQFH�WKH�SUHYLRXV�$*0�LQ������ZH�
KDYH�DGGHG���QHZ�PHPEHUV�DQG���PHPEHUV�ZHUH�UHLQVWDWHG��EXW�VLQFH�$XJXVW������
ZH�KDYH� ORVW�� RYHUDOO�� ���PHPEHUV��2I� WKHVH���PHPEHUV�ZHUH�GHFHDVHG� �5LFKDUG�
%XUOHLJK�DQG�5R\�)LVKHU���7KH�UHPDLQGHU�HLWKHU�DFWLYHO\�UHVLJQHG�RU�ZHUH�UHPRYHG�
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IURP�WKH�PHPEHUVKLS�OLVW�IRU�QRQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�OHWWHUV�DQG�H�PDLOV�UHPLQGLQJ�WKHP�
WR�UHQHZ�WKHLU�PHPEHUVKLS��
2XWVLGH� 8.�� PHPEHUVKLS� RI� WKH� 6RFLHW\� LV� HYHQO\� GLYLGHG� ZLWK� DURXQG� ���

PHPEHUV� LQ� (XURSH� DQG� ��� LQ� 86$� DQG� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH� ZRUOG��$OWKRXJK� WKHUH�
VHHPV�WR�EH�DQ�LGHQWL¿DEOH�GRZQZDUG�WUHQG�LQ�PHPEHUVKLS�LW�LV�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WKDW�
we are still attracting new members through the website and through personal 
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ��7KHUH�LV�VWURQJ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�3RZ\VHV�IURP�86$��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�
LV�PRUH�ZH�FDQ�GR�WR�KHOS�LQFUHDVH�PHPEHUVKLS��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�QHZ�LQLWLDWLYHV��
such as engaging with readers on social media like Facebook, might stimulate 
QHZ�PHPEHUVKLS��,�KRSH�PHPEHUV�ZLOO�FRPH�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�DQ\�VXJJHVWLRQV�WR�WKH�
FRPPLWWHH�

Powys Symposium at Exeter University:
7KLV�DOO�GD\�HYHQW��KHOG�RQ�7KXUVGD\���WK�-XQH�������ZDV�YHU\�ZHOO�RUJDQLVHG�E\�
&KULVWLQH�)DXQFK�DQG�KHU� VWDII� LQ� WKH�+HULWDJH�&ROOHFWLRQV�DW�([HWHU�8QLYHUVLW\��
7KH�HYHQW�ZDV�ZHOO� DWWHQGHG�E\�([HWHU�8QLYHUVLW\� VWDII� DQG� VWXGHQWV� DV�ZHOO� DV�
PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�6RFLHW\��0HPEHUV�RI�([HWHU�8QLYHUVLW\�VHHPHG�WR�EH�HVSHFLDOO\�
LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� WKH�SRVVLELOLWLHV�IRU�QHZ�UHVHDUFK�RIIHUHG�E\� WKH�3RZ\V�&ROOHFWLRQ��
,WHPV�IURP�WKH�&ROOHFWLRQ�ZHUH�GLVSOD\HG�ZLWK�JUHDW�FDUH�DQG�JHQHUDWHG�D�ORW�RI�
DWWHQWLRQ��
0LFKDHO�.RZDOHZVNL�JDYH�DQ�LQWURGXFWRU\�WDON��VXPPDULVHG�FRQWHQWV�RI�&ROOHFWLRQ�
DQG�SURYLGHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�3RZ\VHV�IRU�QHZ�UHDGHUV��2WKHU�WDONV�ZHUH�RQ�
TFP and Jack Clemo by Luke Thompson��ZKR�WHDFKHV�DW�)DOPRXWK�8QLYHUVLW\��
on Sylvia Townsend Warner by Teresa Sanders��D�3K�'�FDQGLGDWH�DW�([HWHU��DQG�
on Weymouth Sands by Chris Campbell��VHQLRU�OHFWXUHU�DW�([HWHU�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKR�
KDV�DFFHSWHG�DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�VSHDN�DW�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�&RQIHUHQFH�LQ�������
&KULVWLQH�)DXQFK�DQG�KHU� WHDP�ZHUH� WKDQNHG�IRU� WKHLU�KDUG�ZRUN�RUJDQLVLQJ� WKH�
6\PSRVLXP��7KH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�HYHQW�VXJJHVWV�WKH�6RFLHW\�KDV�IXO¿OOHG�WKH�DLP�RI�
PRYLQJ�WKH�&ROOHFWLRQ�WR�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�DUFKLYHV�FHQWUH�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�PDNLQJ�WKH�
FRQWHQWV�PRUH�ZLGHO\�DYDLODEOH�

Renewal of Copyright Agreement: 
-RKQ�3RZ\V��FRS\ULJKW�RZQHU�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�RI�-&3��DQG�KLV�OLWHUDU\�DJHQW��&KULVWRSKHU�
6LQFODLU�6WHYHQVRQ�� ZHUH� WKDQNHG� IRU� UHQHZLQJ� WKH�$JUHHPHQW� WKDW� DOORZV� WKH�
3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�IUHH�XVH�RI�FRS\ULJKW�PDWHULDO�ZLWKRXW�VHHNLQJ�IXUWKHU�SHUPLVVLRQ�
IRU�DQRWKHU����\HDUV�EHJLQQLQJ���6HSWHPEHU��������7KLV�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�Newsletter 
����-XO\�������S���

JSTOR:
AQ�$JUHHPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�VLJQHG�ZLWK�-6725�ZKLFK�HQDEOHV�DOO�FXUUHQW�DQG�EDFN�
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issues of the Powys Journal�WR�EH�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�DQ�RQ�OLQH�GLJLWDO�SODWIRUP��7KH�
SURGXFW�ZLOO�EHFRPH�OLYH�LQ�DERXW�WZR�\HDUV¶�WLPH�LQ�WKH�QHZ�0RGHUQ�/LWHUDWXUH�
&ROOHFWLRQ�RI�-6725��0HPEHUV�ZLOO�EH�DOORZHG�IUHH�DFFHVV�WR�-6725�WR�FRQVXOW�
the Powys Journal��7KH�$JUHHPHQW�ZLOO�DOVR�SURYLGH�WKH�6RFLHW\�ZLWK�D�QHZ�VRXUFH�
RI�UHJXODU�LQFRPH��7KLV�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�Newsletter�����-XO\�������S�����

Llewelyn’s memorial stone:
&RQFHUQV�KDYH�EHHQ� UDLVHG�E\�Neil Lee following a visit to the memorial stone 
GXULQJ�WKH�DQQXDO�/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V�%LUWKGD\�:DON��see pp.29-32���1HLO�/HH�UHSRUWV�
WKDW�WKH�VWRQH�KDV�EHHQ�PRYHG�WR�D�GLIIHUHQW�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�VLQFH�WKH�ODVW�YLVLW��
the stone is unstable on its foundations and it is also now obscured from view 
IURP�WKH�6RXWK�&RDVW�IRRWSDWK��1HLO�UHTXHVWHG�WKDW� WKH�FRPPLWWHH�VKRXOG�VHQG�D�
OHWWHU� WR� WKH�:HOG�(VWDWH� UHJLVWHULQJ�FRQFHUQV�DQG�DVN� LI� LW�ZRXOG�EH�SRVVLEOH� WR�
FRQGXFW�D�JHRSK\VLFDO�VXUYH\�RI�WKH�¿HOG�WR�KHOS�LGHQWLI\�WKH�RULJLQDO�ORFDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�]LQF�PHWDO�ER[�FRQWDLQLQJ�/OHZHO\Q¶V�DVKHV��1HLO�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�WKH�GLVWXUEDQFH�
and relocation of the memorial stone, which was intended to mark the grave site 
RI� /OHZHO\Q�� FRXOG� EH� FRQVLGHUHG� DQ� DFW� RI� GHVHFUDWLRQ�� +H� LV� DZDUH� WKDW� WKLV�
controversy has been raised in earlier issues of the Newsletter but the matter has 
QHYHU�EHHQ�VDWLVIDFWRULO\�UHVROYHG��$�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�PDQDJHUV�RI�WKH�:HOG�(VWDWH�ZLOO�
EH�VHQW�UDLVLQJ�WKHVH�LVVXHV�DQG�UHTXHVWLQJ�WKHP�WR�FRQGXFW�DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��

Charles Lock� VDLG� WKDW�KH�ZDV� VXUSULVHG� WKDW� WKH�6RFLHW\�GRHV�QRW� LVVXH�H�PDLO�
FRQWDFW� GHWDLOV� RI�PHPEHUV�ZKLFK�ZRXOG� IDFLOLWDWH�PHPEHUV¶� H[FKDQJH�RI� ODWHVW�
QHZV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ��6HFUHWDU\�VDLG�ZH�GR�UHWDLQ�D�UHFRUG�RI�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�KDV�
IUHHO\� VXEPLWWHG� WKHLU� H�PDLO� DGGUHVV� EXW� ZH� VKRXOG� EH� FDXWLRXV� DERXW� PDNLQJ�
WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SXEOLF�ZLWKRXW�¿UVW�REWDLQLQJ�FRQVHQW�RI�PHPEHUV��7KLV�LV�LQ�OLQH�
ZLWK�GDWD�SURWHFWLRQ� UXOHV��Secretary said that a notice could be inserted in the 
Newsletter�LQIRUPLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�LQFOXGH�H�PDLO�DGGUHVVHV�LQ�WKH�
QH[W� UHOHDVH� RI� WKH�PHPEHUVKLS� OLVW�ZKLFK� LV� FLUFXODWHG� WR� DOO�PHPEHUV��Janice 
Gregory, and other members, urged the committee to produce a new updated 
PHPEHUVKLS�OLVW��ZLWK�H�PDLO�FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV��DV�VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH���

)DFHERRN
Dawn Collins updated members with information about the development of the 
6RFLHW\¶V�QHZ�)DFHERRN�SDJH�DQG�VDLG�WKDW�DERXW����SHRSOH�DUH�UHJXODUO\�IROORZLQJ�
WKH�SRVWV�RQ�WKH�SDJH��'DZQ�UHDVVXUHG�PHPEHUV�WKDW�RQO\�UHOHYDQW�3RZ\V�UHODWHG�
FRPPHQWV�DQG�SKRWRV�DUH�XVHG�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�VLWH��'DZQ�VDLG�VKH�IXOO\�H[SHFWHG�
XVH�RI�WKH�SDJH�E\�ERWK�PHPEHUV�DQG�QRQ�PHPEHUV�WR�JURZ�RYHU�WLPH��EXW�WKDW�LW�
was already noticeable that visitors found the page a very useful way of engaging 
LQ�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�WKH�3RZ\VHV��'DZQ�VDLG�VKH�KDG�DOVR�VHW�XS�D�3RZ\V�5HDGLQJ�
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*URXS�ZKLFK�KDV�DWWUDFWHG����SDUWLFLSDQWV��7KH�VXEMHFW�RI�WKH�¿UVW�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZDV�
Porius��0HPEHUV�DUH�DEOH�WR�FRQWLQXH�SRVWLQJ�FRPPHQWV�DIWHU�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�D�
FORVHG�JURXS��'DZQ�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�)DFHERRN�SDJH�LV�OLQNHG�WR�VLPLODU�
SDJHV� KRVWHG� E\� WKH� $OOLDQFH� RI� /LWHUDU\� 6RFLHWLHV�� 'DZQ� PHQWLRQHG� VKH� KDG�
RIIHUHG�PHPEHUV�D�VKRUW�WXWRULDO�LOOXVWUDWLQJ�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�DFFHVVLQJ�WKH�VLWH�DQG�
HQFRXUDJHG�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�FRPPHQWV�DQG�RWKHU�LOOXVWUDWLYH�PDWHULDO�

(�ERRNV
Kevin Taylor�H[SODLQHG�ZRUN�KH�KDV�EHHQ�GRLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�WR�ORRN�LQWR�
unresolved issues on publication rights, to do with the possibility of publishing 
-&3¶V�PDMRU� QRYHOV� LQ� H�ERRN� IRUPDW�� .HYLQ� VDLG� WKDW� WKH� OLWHUDU\� DJHQW� RI� WKH�
-&3�HVWDWH��&KULVWRSKHU�6LQFODLU�6WHYHQVRQ��KDG�EHHQ�DVNHG�E\�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�WR�
liaise with Overlook Press�WR�¿QG�RXW�DFWXDO�VDOHV�¿JXUHV�RI�-&3¶V�ERRNV��GHWDLOV�
of remaining stock, the possibility of reprinting books currently out of print, and, 
FUXFLDOO\��ZKHWKHU�WKH\�PLJKW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�SXEOLVKLQJ�-&3¶V�ERRNV�LQ�HOHFWURQLF�
HGLWLRQV�� .HYLQ� H[SODLQHG� WKDW� XQIRUWXQDWHO\� ZH� FDQQRW� JR� DQ\� IXUWKHU� RQ� WKLV�
SURMHFW�XQWLO�ZH�NQRZ�PRUH�IURP�2YHUORRN�3UHVV�DERXW�SXEOLFDWLRQ�ULJKWV��OLFHQFH�
FRVWV�DQG�VDOHV�¿JXUHV��
3URJUHVV�KDV�EHHQ�GHOD\HG�E\�VWDII�DW�2YHUORRN�3UHVV��ZKR�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�RQ�OHDYH��
DQG�ZKR�DOVR�FODLP�LW�LV�KDUG�WR�ORFDWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�TXLFNO\��.HYLQ�VDLG�WKH�ULJKWV�
LVVXH� KDV� EHHQ� FRPSOLFDWHG� E\� WKH� UHFHQW� GLVFRYHU\� RI� DQRWKHU� DJHQW� LQ� 86$��
*OHQ�+DUWOH\��NQRZQ�WR�2YHUORRN�3UHVV�DV�WKH�µ$JHQW�RI�5HFRUG¶��.HYLQ�VDLG�WKDW�
0U� 6LQFODLU�6WHYHQVRQ� EHOLHYHV� KH� DORQH� SRVVHVVHV� WKH� VROH� ULJKWV� KDYLQJ� EHHQ�
DSSRLQWHG� E\� -RKQ� 3RZ\V��7KLV�ZLOO� QHHG� FODULI\LQJ� E\�0U� 6LQFODLU�6WHYHQVRQ��
ZKR�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�OLDLVH�ZLWK�WKH�$PHULFDQ�DJHQW�DQG�GHFODUH�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�ULJKWV�
KH�WKLQNV�KH�DFWXDOO\�FRQWUROV��.HYLQ�VDLG�WKDW�EHIRUH�PDNLQJ�IXUWKHU�SURJUHVV�ZH�
PXVW�DZDLW�IXUWKHU�QHZV�IURP�0U�6LQFODLU�6WHYHQVRQ�DQG�2YHUORRN�3UHVV��

'DWH�DQG�9HQXH�RI������FRQIHUHQFH
Louise de Bruin VDLG�WKDW�WKH������FRQIHUHQFH�ZLOO�WDNH�SODFH�DW�WKH�:HVVH[�+RWHO�
LQ�6WUHHW��RQ�������$XJXVW.

AOB
Dawn Collins said that she would be available until the end of the conference to 
SURYLGH�)DFHERRN�FOLQLFV�DQG�H[SODLQ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��

Richard Graves� SURSRVHG� WKDW� WKH� ¿OPV� PDGH� E\� 5D\� &R[� RI� FRQIHUHQFH�
SURFHHGLQJV�FRXOG�EH�SRVWHG�RQ�<RX7XEH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�VKRUW�¿OPV�FRXOG�EH�PDGH�
IHDWXULQJ� LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�2I¿FHUV� DQG�PHPEHUV� GLVFXVVLQJ� WKH� 6RFLHW\� DQG� WKH�
ZRUNV�RI�WKH�3RZ\VHV��Raymond Cox�DJUHHG�WR�FKHFN�WHFKQLFDO�GHWDLOV�DQG�¿QG�
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RXW� LI� WKLV� ZRXOG� EH� IHDVLEOH�� +H� DOVR� UHPLQGHG� WKH�0HHWLQJ� RI� KLV� JLIW� WR� WKH�
Society of the copyright of his book, The Brothers Powys� �5RXWOHGJH�	�.HJDQ�
3DXO���������Belinda Humfrey then said she would also like to give the Society 
the copyright of her book, Recollections of the Powys Brothers��3HWHU�2ZHQ��������
In the discussion following the possibility was raised of publishing the two books 
DV�H�ERRNV��Secretary thanked both and said that the committee would investigate 
ZD\V�RI�WDNLQJ�WKLV�IRUZDUG���

Janice Gregory�VDLG�WKDW�VRPH�PHPEHUV�H[SHULHQFHG�GLI¿FXOWLHV�KHDULQJ�FRQIHUHQFH�
WDONV� DQG� DVNHG� WKH� FRPPLWWHH� WR� FRQVLGHU� WKH� DFTXLVLWLRQ� RI� D�PLFURSKRQH� IRU�
VSHDNHUV�� 6HFUHWDU\� VDLG� WKDW� WKH� FRPPLWWHH�ZRXOG� LQYHVWLJDWH� FRVWV� RI� VXLWDEOH�
HTXLSPHQW�

 Sonia Lewis wondered if conference organisers had considered the option of a 
different placement of seating at conference talks which might encourage a more 
LQIRUPDO�DUUDQJHPHQW��

Stephen Powys Marks referred to the article in Newsletter ����-XO\��������S�����
The Beginning of the Powys Society, and said he disagreed with the assertion 
WKDW� WKH�6RFLHW\�FRPPHQFHG�LQ�������+H�SRLQWHG�RXW� WKDW� WKHUH�ZHUH�GRFXPHQWV�
VKRZLQJ�WKDW�WKH�RI¿FLDO�YLHZ�RI�VXFFHVVLYH�6HFUHWDULHV�ZDV�WKDW��TXRWLQJ�IURP�D�
OHWWHU�IURP�%DUEDUD�6SHQFHU�WR�PHPEHUV�GDWHG���nd�1RYHPEHU��������µSince 1967 
the following meetings of the Powys Society have been held, (6 listed including 
December 1967, ‘a meeting to discuss plans’�¶�DQG��TXRWLQJ�IURP�WKH�Newsletter 
GDWHG� )HEUXDU\� ������ WKDW� WKH� 6RFLHW\� µKDG� EHHQ� LQ� H[LVWHQFH� VLQFH� 'HFHPEHU�
����¶��6WHSKHQ�VDLG�WKDW��ZKLOH�KH�DJUHHG�WKH�¿UVW�&RPPLWWHH�ZDV�HOHFWHG�DIWHU�D�
PHHWLQJ�LQ�������LW�VHHPHG�WR�KLP�WR�EH�DQ�H[HUFLVH�LQ�DFDGHPLF�SHGDQWU\�WR�FXUWDLO�
WKH�6RFLHW\¶V�KLVWRU\�E\�WZR�\HDUV��6WHSKHQ�WKHQ�FDOOHG�RQ�WKH�PHHWLQJ�WR�FHOHEUDWH�
QRZ�WKH�¿IW\�\HDUV�RI�WKH�6RFLHW\¶V�H[LVWHQFH��WKLV�ZDV�PHW�ZLWK�JHQHUDO�DSSODXVH�

David Goodway� VDLG� WKDW� KH� ZDV� SUHVHQW� DW� PHHWLQJV� KHOG� EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG�
������+H�UHFDOOHG�WKDW�SODQV�ZHUH�VWLOO�EHLQJ�GLVFXVVHG�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�UHJDUGLQJ�
WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�D�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\� 

Chris Thomas, Hon. Secretary
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An Appeal to Powys Society Members
'R�\RX� KDYH� VSHFLDO� LQWHUHVWV�� VNLOOV� RU� WDOHQWV� WKDW� \RX� WKLQN�PLJKW� EH� XVHIXO� WR�
WKH�6RFLHW\"�:RXOG�\RX� OLNH� WR�JLYH�D� WDON�DERXW� D�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�3RZ\V� IDPLO\�
WR�WKH�6RFLHW\�DW�DQ�DQQXDO�FRQIHUHQFH�RU�DW�RQH�RI�RXU�LQWHULP�PHHWLQJV"�,V�WKHUH�
a particular writer or scholar from outside the Society who you would especially 
OLNH�WR�KHDU�JLYH�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DW�RXU�DQQXDO�FRQIHUHQFH"�7KH�FRPPLWWHH�LV�DOZD\V�
ORRNLQJ�IRU�QHZ�VXEMHFWV�DQG�VSHDNHUV��:H�ZRXOG�EH�YHU\�SOHDVHG�WR�KHDU�IURP�\RX�
  

*

New Members
:H�DUH�GHOLJKWHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�ZHOFRPH�WZR�QHZ�PHPEHUV��LQ�/RQGRQ�DQG�&RUQZDOO��
ZKR�KDYH�MRLQHG�WKH�6RFLHW\�VLQFH�WKH�ODVW�DQQRXQFHPHQW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�Newsletter 91, 
-XO\�������7KLV�EULQJV�RXU�FXUUHQW�WRWDO�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�WKH�6RFLHW\�WR�245, allowing 
IRU�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�ZKR�KDYH�HLWKHU�UHVLJQHG�RU�QRW�UHQHZHG�WKHLU�PHPEHUVKLS��)XOO�
details of current membership trends and membership numbers are included in the 
$*0�UHSRUW�DERYH�� � � � � � � �������

*

Powys Society membership list
:H�DUH�SODQQLQJ�WR�SXEOLVK�D�QHZ�XSGDWHG�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKH list of members’ names 
and postal addresses��7KLV� WLPH�ZH�ZRXOG� OLNH�DOVR� WR� LQFOXGH�PHPEHUV¶�e-mail 
addresses��,I�\RX�DUH�XQVXUH�ZKHWKHU�ZH�DOUHDG\�KDYH�\RXU�H�PDLO�DGGUHVV��RU�LI�\RX�
do not ZLVK�\RXU�H�PDLO�DGGUHVV�WR�EH�LQFOXGHG��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�+RQ��6HFUHWDU\��

MEETING IN LONDON

Saturday 2 December
at 2pm for 2.30 start

The Friends Meeting House, 120 Heath Street, Hampstead
                        
2XU�&KDLUPDQ�7LPRWK\�+\PDQ��ZLOO�JLYH�D�WDON�RQ�-&3¶V�ERRNOHW�The Religion of a 
Sceptic���������IROORZHG�E\�RSHQ�GLVFXVVLRQ�
          The event is free – Refreshments provided – All are welcome

(See p.37 where Richard Simonds writes on the book.)
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&+5,6�7+20$6

Up and Out! A Visit to Blaenau Ffestiniog

2Q�6DWXUGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�FRQIHUHQFH�PHPEHUV�PDGH�D�MRXUQH\�E\�FRDFK�IURP�WKH�+DQG�
+RWHO�WR�%ODHQDX�)IHVWLQLRJ�WR�YLHZ�-&3¶V�ODVW�KRPH��:H�SDVVHG�WKURXJK�WKH�GUDPDWLF�
VFHQHU\�RI�WKH�9DOH�RI�/ODQJROOHQ�GRPLQDWHG�RQ�RQH�VLGH�E\�WKH�%HUZ\Q�PRXQWDLQV�
DQG�&HLULRJ�IRUHVW��DQG�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�E\�/ODQW\VLOLR�DQG�WKH�&OZ\GLDQ�UDQJH�RI�
PRXQWDLQV��7KH�KLOOVLGHV�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�WXUQLQJ�DQ�DXWXPQDO�VKDGH�RI�JROGHQ�EURZQ��$W�
&RUZHQ�ZH�FURVVHG�WKH�ULYHU�'HH�DQG�KHDGHG�IRU�%HWZ\V�<�&RHG��1RZ�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�
FKDQJHG��:H�IROORZHG�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�ULYHU�&RQZ\�DV�LW�FXWV�WKURXJK�GHHS�JRUJHV�
DQG�ÀRZV�IXULRXVO\�RYHU�IDOOHQ�WUHHV��MDJJHG�URFNV�DQG�ERXOGHUV��7KH�GLVWDQW��GDUN��
LQWHULRU�RI�*Z\G\U�IRUHVW�ORRNHG�P\VWHULRXV�DQG�SULPHYDO��7KH�WRZHULQJ�SHDNV�RI�WKH�
Snowdonian range which suddenly appeared, directly in front of us, sharply outlined 
DJDLQVW�WKH�VN\��UHPLQGHG�PH�RI�WDOO�URFN\�VHQWLQHOV�JXDUGLQJ�D�KLGGHQ�ODQG��,�WKRXJKW�
RI�-XOLXV�&DHVDU¶V�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRDVWDO�DSSURDFKHV�WR�%ULWDLQ��PXUDWRV�PLUL¿FLV�
molibus�±�µJXDUGHG�ZLWK�ZRQGURXV�ZDOOV�RI�PDVVLYH�URFN¶��2XU�GULYHU�PLVVHG�WKH�
VLJQSRVW�WR�%ODHQDX�)IHVWLQLRJ�DQG�ZH�KDG�WR�WXUQ�EDFN�DIWHU�%HWZ\V�<�&RHG��EXW�
we were soon on schedule again, passing the 13th�FHQWXU\� FDVWOH�RI�'ROZ\GGHODQ�
SHUFKHG�RQ�D�KLOO�LQ�D�IDUPHU¶V�¿HOG��$JDLQ�WKH�WHUUDLQ�FKDQJHG�±�ZH�ZHUH�VXUURXQGHG�
E\�D�GHVRODWH�DQG�HPSW\�ODQGVFDSH��$W�WKH�VXPPLW�RI�D�VWHHS�LQFOLQH�ZH�KDG�RXU�¿UVW�
YLHZ�RI�%ODHQDX�)IHVWLQLRJ��(YHU\ZKHUH� WKHUH�ZHUH�JUHDW�SLOHV�RI�JUH\�VODWH��7KH�
WRZQ�VHHPHG�VWUDQJHO\�GHVHUWHG��-&3�FDOOHG�WKH�SODFH�mad and terrifying�
7KH�FRDFK�VWRSSHG��FRQYHQLHQWO\��RSSRVLWH�WKH�OLWWOH�ODQH�WKDW�OHDGV�WR�-&3¶V�KRXVH��

:H�ZHUH� JUHHWHG� E\�5RODQG�7UHH�� FXUUHQW� RZQHU� RI�1R���:DWHUORR��ZKR� OHWV� RXW�
WKH�KRXVH� IRU�KROLGD\� UHQWDOV��6RPHKRZ�ZH�DOO�PDQDJHG� WR� VTXHH]H� LQWR� WKH� WLQ\�
downstairs room which seemed much smaller than I remembered it when I made my 
¿UVW�YLVLW�WR�VHH�3K\OOLV�LQ�WKH�����V��$OWKRXJK�ODWHU�RZQHUV�KDG�FOHDUO\�PRGHUQLVHG�
WKH� LQWHULRU� DQG�PDGH� VRPH�VWUXFWXUDO� FKDQJHV�� WKH�ÀLJKW�RI� VWDLUV�ZLWK� LWV� HOHYHQ�
VWHSV��FRXQWHG�E\�-&3��DQG�OHDGLQJ�WR�KLV�VWXG\��UHPDLQHG�XQDOWHUHG�
:H�HQWHUHG�-&3¶V�WLQ\�ZULWLQJ�URRP��,�VDW�RQ�WKH�OHGJH�QHDU�ZKHUH�-&3�XVHG�WR�OLH�

on his couch writing or looking out of the window to see approaching visitors, stare 
DW�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�DQG�REVHUYH�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�K\GUR�HOHFWULF�SRZHU�VWDWLRQ�DW�
7DQ\JULVLDX��

In Up and Out���������ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKLV�YHU\�URRP��-&3�UHIHUV�WR�KLV�FKDUDFWHU�*RU�
*RJLQRJ�ZKR�KH�VD\V�became seized with a desperate mania for words ����:RUGV��
RI�FRXUVH��FRQWLQXHG�WR�VSLOO�RXW�RI�WKLV�WLQ\�URRP�DOPRVW�WR�WKH�YHU\�HQG�RI�-&3¶V��
OLIH��7KH�VSDFH�IDQWDVLHV�RI�KLV�ODVW�\HDUV�KDYH�D�VHQVH�RI�QDLYH�DQG�FKLOGLVK�DZH�DV�
KH� LPDJLQHV� MRXUQH\V� LQ� FRVPLF� VSDFH� DQG�DQ�expanding universe�� ,Q�KLV�ROG� DJH�
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     -&3�VDLG��my disposition is childish and clownish��+H�ZURWH�WR�KLV�QHZ�IULHQG�5RQ�
+DOO��When I write my stories I exploit my dotage and senility and enter my second 
childhood or Boyhood��+H�FRQIHVVHG��My object now is to make my second childhood 
D�ÀLJKW�RI�VWHSV�WR�D�UHDO�YLVLRQ�RI�UHDOLW\�WKDW�VKDOO�EH�ERWK�QHZ�DQG�ROG��:K\�GRQ¶W�
more old writers use their dotage as a medium of Vision in their inspiration?
2XWVLGH�:DWHUORR�ZH�IROORZHG�D�JUDVV\�WUDFN�SDVW�D�VWUHDP�EHKLQG�WKH�KRXVH�WKDW�

OHG�WR�0HOLQ�3DQW�\�<QQ��DQ�ROG�VODWH�TXDUU\�PLOO��ZKLFK�LQ�-&3¶V�WLPH�KDG�EHHQ�WXUQHG�
LQWR�D�ZRROOHQ�PLOO��7KH�DGMDFHQW�ZDWHUIDOO��ZKLFK�-&3�ORYHG�WR�YLVLW��GHVFHQGV�IURP�
/O\Q�GX�%DFK�KLJK�DERYH�%ODHQDX�)IHVWLQLRJ��7KH�YLHZ�RI�WKH�VODWH�WRZQ�IURP�WKH�PLOO�
SURYLGHG�DQ�LQVLJKW�LQWR�-&3¶V�GHFLVLRQ�WR�PRYH�WKHUH�±�WKH�WRZQ�ORRNV�UHPRWH��KLGGHQ�
DQG�LVRODWHG��,Q������-&3�ZURWH�WR�,RZHUWK�&��3HDWH��this is the real secret reason of 
RXU�PRYH�WR�%ODHQDX�WKH�PRVW�GLI¿FXOW�SODFH�WR�UHDFK�ZLWKLQ����PLOHV��2QFH�WKHUH�,�
shall become an absolute Hermit. There were of course practical reasons for the move 
�LW�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�*HUDUG�&DVH\�ZKR�IRXQG�1R���:DWHUORR�DQG�KHOSHG�KLP�PRYH�WKHUH���
EXW�-&3�DOVR�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�LQ�PRYLQJ�WR�WKH�KHDUW�RI�6QRZGRQLD�KH�ZRXOG�EH�OLYLQJ�LQ�
a mythological landscape close to some of the places named in the Mabinogion, where 
HYHQWV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�0DWK��/OHX��3U\GHUHL�DQG�*Z\GLRQ�RFFXUUHG�
,W�DOVR�VHHPHG�WKDW�LQ�PRYLQJ�WR�%ODHQDX�)IHVWLQLRJ�-&3�ZDV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�5RPDQ�

theme that inspired Porius, for south of the town, near Trawsfynydd, are the remains of 
an important Roman road, Sarn Helen, a well 
SUHVHUYHG�5RPDQ�IRUW��7RPHQ�\�0XU��DQG�LQ�
WKH�PLGGOH�RI�D�¿HOG��%HGG�3RULXV��VWDQGV�WKH�
UHSOLFD�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�3RULXV�VWRQH��QRZ�WR�EH�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�0XVHXP�RI�:DOHV���

On our return to Llangollen we approached 
&RUZHQ�IURP�WKH�RSSRVLWH�GLUHFWLRQ��FURVVHG�
3RQW� &RUZHQ�� DQG� JOLPSVHG�� DERYH� XV��
WKURXJK�D�PDVV�RI� WUHHV�� -&3¶V�RWKHU�:HOVK�
KRPH� DW� &DH� &RHG� RYHUORRNLQJ� WKH� 'HH�� ,�
ZRQGHUHG� LI� -&3� NQHZ� WKDW� DURXQG� �����
ZRUNHUV� H[FDYDWLQJ� D� VLWH� LQ� WKH� FHQWUH� RI�
the town recovered a Roman bust, sculpted 
LQ�VWRQH��RI�D�SULHVW�RI�,VLV��+H�ZRXOG�KDYH�
been fascinated to know that this mystery 
FXOW��ZLGHVSUHDG�LQ� ODWH�DQWLTXLW\��ZDV�RQFH�
practised here, connecting the northern 
frontiers of the Roman world with the 
0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�� ,W¶V� D� JUHDW� SLW\� WKDW� WKH�
REMHFW�KDV�VLQFH�EHHQ�ORVW�

Jacqueline Peltier with grandson Remi
in front of 1 Waterloo
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3$8/�&+(6+,5(

&RUZHQ�����$XJXVW�������$�0HHWLQJ�ZLWK�5RJHU�-RQHV
7KH�KDQGIXO�RI�FRQIHUHQFH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZKR�VWD\HG�RQ�LQ�WKH�+DQG�+RWHO�IRU�DQ�H[WUD�
night fell into the kind of social ease that comes on a small group as they gather in 
WKH�FORVLQJ�VWDJHV�RI�D�JRRG�SDUW\��&KDWWLQJ�DW�WKH�EDU�IRXU�RI�XV��0DUFHO�%UDGEXU\��
-RH�DQG�7LQD�6HQWHQFH��DQG�,��GHFLGHG�WR�JR�WR�&RUZHQ�WRJHWKHU�WKH�QH[W�GD\�WR�WDNH�
D�ORRN�DW�-&3¶V�KRPH�DQG�UHWUDFH�KLV�FXVWRPDU\�ZDONLQJ�URXWH�XS�WKH�KLOO�WR�/LEHUW\�
Hall, his place of inspiration where he began writing Porius�
:KHQ�ZH�ZDQGHUHG�URXQG�WKH�VPDOO�KRXVLQJ�HVWDWH�LQ�VHDUFK�RI���&DH�&RHG��ZH�

FRXOGQ¶W�LGHQWLI\�WKH�KRXVH�ZKHUH�,�KDG�H[SHFWHG�LW�WR�EH��DQG�ZH�ZRQGHUHG�LI�WKH�
KRXVHV�KDG�EHHQ�UHQXPEHUHG��:H�KDLOHG�D�SDVVLQJ�SRVWZRPDQ��EXW�VKH�ZDV�QHZ�WR�
WKLV�URXQG�DQG�FRXOGQ¶W�KHOS�XV��,W�VHHPHG�WKDW�WKH�WUDLO�KDG�JRQH�FROG��DQG�DIWHU�WKLV�
LQFRQFOXVLYH�VWDUW�ZH�ZDONHG�ZHVWZDUG�WR�WKH�IRRWSDWK�WKDW�OHG�XS�WR�/LEHUW\�+DOO�
-XVW�DV�ZH�IRXQG�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�IRRWSDWK��ZH�SDVVHG�D�GRJ�ZDONHU�ZKR�JUHHWHG�

us warmly, asked us where we were walking to, and advised us on the route to the 
WRS��:H�DVNHG�KLP�LI�KH�ZDV�ORFDO��DQG�±�LI�VR�±�ZKHWKHU�KH�PLJKW�KDYH�KHDUG�ZKLFK�
RI�WKHVH�KRXVHV�KDG�EHHQ�WKH�KRPH�RI�RQH�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V��+H�UHSOLHG�WKDW�KH�
certainly should know, given that as a boy he used to take him his dinner every 
6XQGD\���+H�FODUL¿HG�ODWHU�WKDW�WKH�GLQQHUV�ZHUH�DFWXDOO\�IRU�3K\OOLV�±�NQRZQ�WR�KLP�
DV�0UV�3RZ\V�±�UDWKHU�WKDQ�-&3�KLPVHOI���+H�OHG�XV�XS�WKH�QDUURZ�ODQH��QRW�PDUNHG�
RQ�WKH�26�0DS�EXW�WR�WKH�ZHVW�RI�WKH�IRRWSDWK�WKDW�LV�RQ�WKH�26��ZKHUH�ZH�KDG�WR�
duck down some steps into his back garden to avoid the cars that were manoeuvring 
XS�DQG�GRZQ�WKDW�VWHHS�ODQH��VRPHWLPHV�LQ�UHYHUVH��+H�FRQWLQXHG�WHOOLQJ�VWRULHV�RI�
-&3�ZKLFK�ZHUH�IDPLOLDU�WR�XV�IURP�WKH�WDON�JLYHQ�E\�'DYLG�-RQHV�DW�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�
WKH�GD\�EHIRUH��$V�,�ORRNHG�DW�KLP�PRUH�FORVHO\��,�FRXOG�VHH�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�KH�VHHPHG�
D� VWRQH�RU� VR� OLJKWHU�� WKHUH�ZDV� VRPH�VLPLODULW\� WR�'DYLG� LQ� WKH� VKDSH�RI�KLV�HDUV�
DQG�WKH�GLVWLQFWLYH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�KLV�KHDULQJ�DLGV��*LYHQ�WKH�VLPLODULW\�RI�KLV�WDOH�,�
ZRQGHUHG�LI�,�KDG�IDLOHG�WR�UHFRJQLVH�KLP�
µ$UHQ¶W�\RX�'DYLG�-RQHV"¶�
µ1R��,¶P�KLV�EURWKHU�¶

$QG�WKXV�ZH�FDPH�WR�PHHW�5RJHU�-RQHV��:H�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�KLV�EURWKHU�'DYLG�KDG�EHHQ�
VKDULQJ�KLV�UHPLQLVFHQFHV�ZLWK�XV�WKH�SUHYLRXV�GD\��7KLV�DPXVHG�KLP�HQRUPRXVO\��
KH�FKDUDFWHULVHG�KLV�EURWKHU�DV�D�JUHDW�WDONHU��µ,�EHW�\RX�FRXOGQ¶W�JHW�KLP�WR�VWRS����¶���
EXW�ZH�TXLFNO\�IRUPHG�WKH�YLHZ�WKDW�KH�ZDV�DV�JHQLDO�DQG�XQVWRSSDEOH�D�UDFRQWHXU�
DV�KLV�EURWKHU��7KH�WLPH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�RXU�KLOO�ZDON�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�GDQJHURXVO\�FXUWDLOHG�
DQG�ZH�ZHUH�WRUQ�EHWZHHQ�VWD\LQJ�WR�KHDU�PRUH�DQG�VHWWLQJ�RII��+H�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKH�
FRUUHFW�KRXVH��FRQ¿UPLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FXUUHQW�RZQHU�YDOXHG�KHU�SULYDF\��+H�WROG�XV�PDQ\�
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RI�WKH�VWRULHV�WKDW�ZH�KDG�KHDUG�IURP�'DYLG�DW�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�WKH�GD\�EHIRUH��VHH�S���
0DUFHO�DQG�,�KDYH�SRROHG�RXU�PHPRULHV�RI�WKRVH�UHFROOHFWLRQV�RI�5RJHU¶V�WKDW�DGG�
WR�'DYLG¶V�DFFRXQW��5RJHU�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�-&3¶V�PDLQ�UHDVRQ�IRU�PRYLQJ�DZD\�IURP�
&RUZHQ�ZDV�WKH�QHZ�KRXVHV�EXLOW�QHDU�KLV�KRPH��SDUWLFXODUO\�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�
GLVWXUEHG�E\�WKH�QRLV\�FKLOGUHQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKHP�ZKR�ZRXOG�SOD\�RXWVLGH�KLV�KRXVH��
�7KLV�PD\�EH�D�FKLOG¶V�SHUFHSWLRQ��EXW�LW�DJUHHV�ZLWK�-&3¶V�DFFRXQW�LQ�KLV�OHWWHU�WR�KLV�
brother Littleton (see Descents of Memory,�������
$OWKRXJK�ZH�VDZ�-&3¶V�KRXVH�LQ�&RUZHQ�RQO\�EULHÀ\��WKLV�ÀHHWLQJ�YLHZ�VHHPHG�

D�¿WWLQJ�FRQFOXVLRQ�WR�D�YHU\�PHPRUDEOH�SLOJULPDJH�DQG�D�VDWLVI\LQJ�HQG�WR�D�KLJKO\�
UHZDUGLQJ�MRXUQH\�

My Conference

6RQLD�/HZLV
/ODQJROOHQ�DQG�WKH�+DQG�+RWHO�ZLWK�LWV�VSHFWDFXODU�YLHZ�DFURVV�WKH�'HH�DQG�XS�WR�
'LQDV�%UkQ�DOZD\V�GHOLYHUV��7KLV� WLPH�P\�URRP�RYHUORRNHG�WKH�FKXUFK��,�HQWHUHG�
WR� WKH�VRXQG�RI�PRZHU�DQG�VWULPPHU��+RZHYHU��GHVSLWH� WKH�QRLVH�,�ZDV�KHDUWHQHG�
WR�VHH�DQ�HOGHUO\�FRXSOH�WHQGLQJ�WKH�FHPHWHU\��WKH�PDQ�ZLWK�WKH�PRZHU�LQ�QHHG�RI�
D�KLS�UHSODFHPHQW�DQG�WKH�ODG\�VXLWDEO\�FODG�LQ�ÀRZHU\�VXPPHU�IURFN�ZLHOGLQJ�WKH�
VWULPPHU�±�D�3RZ\VLDQ�PRPHQW�
,�JR�WR�3RZ\V�FRQIHUHQFHV�WR�PHHW�ROG�IULHQGV�DQG�UHPLQLVFH�EXW�DOVR�LQ�WKH�KRSH�

WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLOO�FKDOOHQJH�DQG�NLFN�VWDUW�P\�VOXJJLVK�FOD\�¿OOHG�EUDLQ�
7KLV� KDSSHQHG� ZLWK� *UHYHO� /LQGRS¶V� SDSHU� µ6DYLQJ� 0LG�&HQWXU\� %ULWDLQ��

$UWKXULDQ�WKHPHV�LQ�WKH�:RUN�RI�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V�DQG�&KDUOHV�:LOOLDPV¶��,�KDYH�
QRW�UHDG�&KDUOHV�:LOOLDPV�IRU�\HDUV�DQG�ZLOO�QRZ�JR�EDFN�WR�KLP��*UHYHO�KLJKOLJKWHG�
the many instances in A Glastonbury Romance�ZKHUH�-&3¶V�JUDLO�LPDJHU\�KDV�VXFK�
LPSRUWDQFH�� H�J�� WKH� PRPHQW� ZKHQ� -RKQ� &URZ� KROGV� 0DU\� ZKLOH� VKH� ¿OOV� ZLWK�
HPRWLRQ�±�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�HURWLF�RI�LPDJHV��$OVR�3HQQ\�3LWFKHV�ZLWK�KHU�FDXOGURQ�
¿OOHG�ZLWK�WKH�gorlas�ZKLOH�:HDWKHUZD[�DVNV�KHU�µDo ’ee know Penny what be the 
pivot of life upon earth?¶��7KURXJKRXW��*UHYHO�µNHSW�WR�WKH�WH[W¶�±�VR�LPSRUWDQW��+LV�
SDSHU�OHIW�PH�VWLPXODWHG�ZLWK�LGHDV��
3HUKDSV� ZH� VKRXOG� FRQVLGHU� IRU� WKH� IXWXUH� D� IROORZ�XS� WR� VXFK� D� OHFWXUH� ZLWK�

VPDOOHU�JURXSV�IRU�IXUWKHU�GLVFXVVLRQ��$IWHU�DOO�WKHUH�LV�VXFK�D�ERG\�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DW�
WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZKLFK�LV�VFDUFHO\�WDSSHG�LQWR�
2Q�WKH�6XQGD\�3DWULFN�4XLJOH\�WRRN�XV��LQ�WKH�IRRWVWHSV�RI�/OHZHO\Q��RQ�D�TXL]]LFDO�

DQG�LQIRUPDWLYH�MRXUQH\�WR�3DOHVWLQH��+H�ODWHU�EURXJKW�XV�EDFN�WR�&RUZHQ�ZLWK�WKH�
GHOLJKWIXO�'DYLG�-RQHV�ZKR�KDG�OLYHG�LQ�KLV�ER\KRRG�QH[W�GRRU�EXW�RQH�WR�-&3�DQG�
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3K\OOLV��RU�UDWKHU��DV�KH�NQHZ�KHU��0UV�3RZ\V��,W�ZDV�VLJQL¿FDQW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�3DWULFN�
ZLWK�KLV�,ULVK�ZDUPWK�ZKR�KDG�µGLVFRYHUHG¶�'DYLG�-RQHV��'DYLG¶V�PHPRULHV�ZHUH�
QHYHU�RYHU�GUDPDWLVHG�QRU�URPDQWLFLVHG��:KHQ�KH�WROG�WKH�VWRU\�RI�KHOSLQJ�3K\OOLV�WR�
access an old building society account when she was short of money, it was kindly 
WROG�ZLWK� QR� VHOI�DJJUDQGLVHPHQW��+LV� SOHDVXUH� LQ� WHOOLQJ�RI� -&3� DV� D� UHDO� SHUVRQ�
shone through and we were all pleased to be told that he had been given no 1 of the 
¿UVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�Porius – yet to be read!
7KDQN�\RX�/ODQJROOHQ��/RXLVH�DQG�$QQD�IRU�EULQJLQJ�WKLV�FRQIHUHQFH�WR�IUXLWLRQ�

*

0DUFHO�%UDGEXU\

Is it by nature or by an error of the imagination that the site of the places that we 
know were frequented and inhabited by people whose memory is held in honour 
somehow stirs us more than ... reading their works? �0RQWDLJQH���7KLV�TXHVWLRQ�ZDV�
RQ�P\�PLQG�DV�D�JURXS�IURP�WKH������FRQIHUHQFH�WRRN�D�FRDFK�IURP�/ODQJROOHQ�WR�
-&3¶V�ODVW�KRPH�
:K\�LV�LW�VR�H[FLWLQJ�WR�YLVLW�WKH�KRPHV�RI�DXWKRUV�ZH�DGPLUH"�7KH�TXHVWLRQ�WDNHV�D�

SDUWLFXODUO\�DFXWH�IRUP�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�%ODHQDX�)IHVWLQLRJ��ZKHUH�WKHUH�DUH�QRQH�RI�WKH�
LQFLGHQWDO�SOHDVXUHV�REWDLQHG�LQ�YLVLWLQJ�D�SLFWXUHVTXH�VLWH�VXFK�DV�+DUG\¶V�ELUWKSODFH�
RU�'RYH�&RWWDJH��RU�LQGHHG�-&3¶V�HDUOLHU�KRPH�DW�&RXUW�+RXVH�RQ�WKH�6XVVH[�GRZQV�
QHDU�P\�RZQ�KRPH�
1R�GRXEW�HYHU\RQH�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�GLIIHUHQW�DQVZHU��0RQWDLJQH�RIIHUV�WKH�IROORZLQJ��

Of things [persons] that are in some part great and admirable I admire even the 
FRPPRQ�SDUWV�����,�OLNH�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKHLU�IDFHV��WKHLU�EHDULQJ�DQG�WKHLU�FORWKHV��DQG�
he could no doubt have added their homes��7KLV�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�DQVZHU�EXW�WKHUH�LV�
,� WKLQN�PRUH��$�SRLQW� WKDW�ZDV� IUHTXHQWO\�PDGH�ZKHQ� WDONLQJ� WR�RWKHU�FRQIHUHQFH�
DWWHQGHHV�LV�WKDW�-&3¶V�ZRUNV�VSHDN�WR�WKHP�YHU\�SHUVRQDOO\��WKDW�KH�VD\V�WKLQJV�WKDW�
WKH\�KDYH�IHOW�EXW�GLGQ¶W�UHDOLVH�RWKHUV�KDG��7KLV�LV�VXUHO\�DOVR�D�SDUW�RI�ZK\�ZH�ZDQW�
WR�VHH�ZKHUH�KH�OLYHG��WR�EXLOG�RQ�WKDW�FORVH�FRQQHFWLRQ��/RRNLQJ�RXW�DW�WKH�YLHZ�RI�
WKH�0RHOZ\Q�PRXQWDLQV�WKDW�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�VR�IDPLOLDU�WR�KLP�IURP�WKH�XSSHU�URRP�
GRHV�JLYH�D�FORVHU�OLQN�WR�WKH�ZULWLQJV�WKDW�KDYH�LQVSLUHG�RU�KHOSHG�XV�
2IWHQ�RI�FRXUVH�WKHUH�DUH�PRUH�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKLV�W\SH�RI�YLVLW��:KHUH�

D�ZULWHU¶V�ZRUN�LV�VWHHSHG�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�ORFDWLRQ��YLVLWLQJ�KLV�KRPH�DQG�WKDW�ORFDWLRQ�
FDQ��LQ�D�YHU\�SUDFWLFDO�ZD\��DLG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�LQFUHDVH�HQMR\PHQW��)RXU�RI�XV�DW�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�UHVROYHG�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WR�YLVLW�-&3¶V�RWKHU�:HOVK�KRPH�DW�
&RUZHQ�DQG�WR�ZDON�IURP�LW�RQ�KLV�µSXUJDWRULDO�URXWH¶�XS�WR�/LEHUW\�+DOO�LQ�WKH�KLOOV�
EHKLQG��WDNLQJ�WLPH�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKH�JHRJUDSK\�RI Porius�RQ�WKH�ZD\�



��

$V�ZH�VHW�RII�RQ�WKH�WUDFN�EHKLQG�WKH�KRXVH��E\�DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�SLHFH�RI�OXFN�ZH�
PHW�5RJHU�-RQHV�ZKR��ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�D�FKLOG��KDG�NQRZQ�-&3�DQG�ZKR�VWLOO�OLYHV�LQ�D�
QHLJKERXULQJ�SURSHUW\��:LWK�KLV�PHPRULHV�RI�VHHLQJ�-&3�VHWWLQJ�RII�RQ�KLV�GDLO\�ZDON�
µLQ�D�ORQJ�FRDW�DQG�ZLWK�D�KXJH�VWLFN¶��ZH�RXUVHOYHV�VHW�RII�XS�WKH�VDPH�IRRWSDWK��$�
SHUIHFW�HQG�WR�D�YHU\�HQMR\DEOH��ZHOO�RUJDQLVHG�DQG�ZHOO�UXQ�FRQIHUHQFH�

*

5D\PRQG�&R[

7KH�+DQG�+RWHO¶V�ZHEVLWH��PXFK�PRGL¿HG�VLQFH�,�ODVW�ORRNHG�DW�LW��XVHG�WR�KDYH�D�
note about its resident ghost, perhaps thinking of it as an attraction! I recalled the 
QXPEHU�RI�WKH�URRP�ZKLFK�LW�LQKDELWHG��7KHUH¶V�QR�PHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�JKRVW�QRZ��WKRXJK��
+DV�LW�JRQH"�
7KH�6RFLHW\¶V�&RQIHUHQFH� LWVHOI�ZDV�QRW�ZLWKRXW� IRUD\V� LQWR� WKH� µ2WKHU�6LGH¶�±�

QR�3RZ\V�FRQIHUHQFH�LV��RQH�ZD\�RU�DQRWKHU��EXW�ZLWK�WKLV�RQH�WKHUH�VHHPHG�VRPH�
PRUH�RSHQ�DQG�VHUHQGLSLWRXV�FRUUHODWLRQV�E\� WKH�VSHDNHUV��'DYLG�6WLPSVRQ�� LQ�DQ�
entertaining and somewhat beguiling presentation, suggested that he could feel 
WKH� VXSHU�VHQVLEOH� SUHVHQFH� RI� -RKQ�&RZSHU� 3RZ\V�� 3K\OOLV� 3OD\WHU� DQG�:LOOLDP�
:RUGVZRUWK�� �:RUGVZRUWK� RQFH� VWD\HG� DW� WKH�+DQG��� µ7KH\¶UH� KHUH�¶� VDLG�'DYLG��
µ'R�\RX�VHQVH�WKHP"¶�7KHUH�ZHUH�KDOI�VPLOHV��DV�D�KLQW�RI� WRQJXH�LQ�FKHHN�ZDV�D�
SRVVLELOLW\��-&3�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�GHOLJKWHG��DQG�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WDON�OHG�WRZDUGV�
-&3¶V�SKLORVRSK\��KLV�SV\FKLF�VHQVXDOLW\��VSLULWXDO�FRPSDQLRQV��DQG�VSLULWXDO�HQHUJLHV�
±�WR�DOO�RI�ZKLFK�WKH�VSHDNHU�FODLPHG�WR�EH�DWWXQHG��+H�DOVR�HPSKDVLVHG�-&3¶V�µVHFXODU�
VSLULWXDOLW\¶��SURSKHWLF�RI�WKH�ODWHU�µ1HZ�$JH¶�GLVFLSOLQHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�HYROYHG�ULJKW�
XS�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�WLPH��$V�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�WDON�KDG�VXJJHVWHG�DQ�RXWOLQH�RI�-&3¶V�OLIH�DV�
an itinerant lecturer in America, I noticed during the coffee break a slightly negative 
UHFHSWLRQ�IURP�D�IHZ�PHPEHUV��SHUKDSV�VXJJHVWLYH�RI�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW"�2U�ZDV�WKLV�
EHFDXVH� RI� VRPH� SHUFHLYHG� HFFHQWULFLWLHV� RI�'DYLG¶V� SHUVRQDO� SUHVHQWDWLRQ"�0RVW�
SUREDEO\�LW�ZDV�WKH�IRUPHU��IRU�WKH�SHUYDVLYH�SV\FKLF�HOHPHQW�LQ�WKH�3RZ\VHV�DQG�
WKHLU�ZULWLQJV�LV�VXUHO\�RQH�RI�WKH�DWWUDFWLRQV�IRU�PHPEHUV��
:KHQ�3DWULFN�4XLJOH\�UHYLHZHG�/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V¶V�YLVLW�WR�3DOHVWLQH�ZLWK�$O\VH�

*UHJRU\�LQ�������VHWWLQJ�WKH�VFHQHV�RI�WKHLU�WUDYHOV��KH�VSRNH�RI�WKH�FU\VWDOOLVDWLRQ�RI�
/OHZHO\Q¶V�DWWLWXGHV�WR�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�VXSHUQDWXUDO�GLPHQVLRQV��$W�WKH�HQG�RI�KLV�
WDON�3DWULFN�PHQWLRQHG�WKH�DPELJXLW\�LQ�/OHZHO\Q¶V�YLHZV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�DW�RGGV�ZLWK�
WKRVH�RI�KLV�EURWKHU�-RKQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�GLVFXVVLQJ�RWKHU�ZRUOGO\�FRQQRWDWLRQV��
*UHYHO� /LQGRS¶V� WDON� KDG� OHG� WR� PRUH� SV\FKLF� DVVLPLODWLRQV�ZLWK� WKH�$UWKXULDQ�
WKHPHV�RI�P\WK�DQG�OHJHQG��1RYHOLVW�DQG�SRHW�&KDUOHV�:LOOLDPV�������������ZDV�
WKH�OLQN�KHUH��+LV�QRYHOV�ZHUH�GHVFULEHG�E\�KLV�IULHQG�7�6��(OLRW�DV�µVXSHUQDWXUDO�
WKULOOHUV¶� H[SORULQJ� WKH� OLQN� EHWZHHQ� WKH� SK\VLFDO� DQG� WKH� VSLULWXDO�� �:LOOLDPV�
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DOVR� HGLWHG� WKH� ¿UVW� (QJOLVK� ODQJXDJH� HGLWLRQ� RI� WKH� ZRUNV� RI� WKH� H[LVWHQWLDOLVW�
SKLORVRSKHU�6¡UHQ�.LHUNHJDDUG���*UHYHO�PHQWLRQHG�WKH�FXULRXV�VWRU\�RI�:LOOLDPV�
recalling that his Arthurian poetry of earlier times appeared to coincide with the 
��������ZDU�� LQ�WKDW�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�VHHPHG�WR�EH�LQÀXHQFLQJ�LWV�FRXUVH�LQ�
VRPH�ZD\�� �6KDGHV� RI� VRPHWKLQJ� VLPLODU�ZLWK� µDXWRPDWLF�ZULWLQJ¶� SHUKDSV�� EXW�
QRW� VR� LPPHGLDWHO\�PDQLIHVW�� DV�ZLWK� WKH�PDQQHU�RI�*ODVWRQEXU\¶V�%OLJK�%RQG��
SHUKDSV"�
7KH�RFFXOW� FRQQRWDWLRQV�DUH� VWURQJ� LQ� WKH�EHOLHIV�DQG�ZULWLQJV�RI� -&3��ZLWK�KLV�

elemental and persistent attention to mythic and mystical associations, from the 
GHVFULSWLRQV�RI�WKH�VSLULWXDO�H[WHQVLRQV�RI�WKH�ZLOOV�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�H[LVWLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKHLU�
bodies and moving about the environment, to the anthropomorphism of inanimate 
REMHFWV��)URP�WKH�SDVWRUDO�ODQGVFDSHV�RI�'RUVHW�DQG�6RPHUVHW�WR�WKH�PRUH�GUDPDWLF�
DQG�UHPRWH�UHJLRQV�RI�1RUWK�:DOHV�KLV�VWURQJ�SHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�ODQG�ZDV�
GRPLQDQW��DQG�ZDV�H[SUHVVHG�E\�XQXVXDO�RFFXOW�LPDJLQDWLYH�SRZHU��

As always, conversation and cameraderie were the usual attraction at the 
conference, the established causality of congregating together itself derivative of a 
SV\FKLFDO�QDWXUH��LI�RQH�WKLQNV�DERXW�LW��$W�RQH�SRLQW�GXULQJ�WKH�ZHHNHQG�,�VDW�RXWVLGH�
IRU�D�ZKLOH�E\�WKH�ZDOO�LQ�WKH�KRWHO¶V�FRORXUIXO�JDUGHQ��GLUHFWO\�RYHUORRNLQJ�WKH�IDVW�
ÀRZLQJ�'HH��ZDWFKLQJ�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�XS�DQG�GRZQ�WKH�ULYHU��EXW�DOVR�PRUH�FORVHO\�
WKURXJK�D� IUDPH�RI� WUHHV�GLUHFWO\� WR� WKH� VZLIW�ÀRZ�RYHU� WKH� ULYHU�EHG��ZRQGHULQJ�
DERXW�WKH�P\VWHULHV�RI�WKH�ZDWHU\�HOHPHQW��DQG�ÀRZ�IRUPV�±�DQG�SHUKDSV�WKRVH�RWKHU�
OLPLQDO�HOHPHQWDO�EHLQJV��WKH�8QGLQHV�ZKR�DUH�VDLG�WR�VKDUH�RXU�ZRUOG�
%DFN�XSVWDLUV�LQ�WKH�ROG�KRWHO�ZLWK�LWV�QRRNV�DQG�FUDQQLHV�,�ZDONHG�TXLHWO\�SDVW�

URRP�QXPEHU����

*

Anthony Green

,W�LV�DOZD\V�D�SOHDVXUH�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�3RZ\V�&RQIHUHQFHV��DQG�PHHW�OLNH�PLQGHG�SHRSOH�
ZKR�NQRZ�ZKDW�RQH�LV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�ZKHQ�RQH�PHQWLRQV�WKH�QDPH�3RZ\V�±�VR�RIWHQ�
KDYH�,�VSRNHQ�DERXW�-&3�WR�IULHQGV�DQG�UHFHLYHG�D�EODQN�µWho is he?¶�LQ�UHWXUQ��$W�
WKLV�\HDU¶V�FRQIHUHQFH��RQ�6DWXUGD\�HYHQLQJ��WKH�GUDPDWLVHG�UHDGLQJ�RI�-&3¶V�Homer 
and the Aether was performed with great gusto by the participants eliciting much 
DPXVHPHQW�LQ�SODFHV��$OWRJHWKHU�WKLV�ZDV�D�YHU\�HQMR\DEOH�ZHHNHQG��DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�
IDFWRU�EHLQJ�WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�ZULWLQJV�E\�-&3�ZKLFK�,�ZDV�XQDZDUH�RI�±�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�
his views on other writers, in Visions and Revisions.

*
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&KULV�0LFKDHOLGHV

2QH�GD\�����\HDUV�DJR�� ,�FKRVH�D�ERRN� IURP� WKH�VKHOYHV�RI�P\� ORFDO� OLEUDU\�ZLWK�
D�EHDXWLIXO�GHHS�JUHHQ�FRYHU��D�VPDOO�VTXDUH�¿HOG�OLW�E\�WKH�VXQ��WKH�KHGJHURZV�LQ�
VKDGRZ�DQG�DERYH�D�FKDON�FXW�KLOO�¿JXUH��,¶G�DOZD\V�EHHQ�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�ODQGVFDSHV��
LURQ�DJH�KLOO� IRUWV��DQG�KLOO�¿JXUHV�±� WKLV�ERRN�ZDV�IRU�PH�±�,�KDG�GLVFRYHUHG� WKH�
ZULWLQJ�RI�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V��
0DQ\�\HDUV�ODWHU��DQG�IDU�WRR�ODWH�IRU�PH�WR�WDNH�KHHG��,�UHDG�WKH�ZDUQLQJ�JLYHQ�

E\�0DUJDUHW�'UDEEOH��µ7KH�(QJOLVK�GHJHQHUDWH¶��Guardian�UHYLHZ������������µ7KH�
UHDOP�RI�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V�LV�GDQJHURXV��7KH�UHDGHU�PD\�ZDQGHU�IRU�\HDUV�LQ�WKLV�
SDUDOOHO�XQLYHUVH��HQWUDSSHG�DQG�EHZLWFKHG�DQG�QHYHU�UHDFK�LWV�HQG�¶�,�KDYH�WR�VD\�
WKDW�,�KDYH�EHHQ�KDSSLO\�HQWUDSSHG�VLQFH�¿UVW�UHDGLQJ�Maiden Castle, reading and 
UH�UHDGLQJ�DOO�WKH�3RZ\V�QRYHOV�LQ�WKH�LQWHUYHQLQJ�\HDUV��DOZD\V�¿QGLQJ�LQ�WKHP�WKH�
SHFXOLDU�H[FLWHPHQW�WKDW�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�HOHPHQWDO�LQ�WKH�HYHU\GD\��
the cosmic in the banal, the transcendence of the mundane and a belief in the power 
RI�WKH�VPDOO�LQWLPDFLHV�RI�D�ODQGVFDSH�NQRZQ��:KHQ�,�QRZ�UHDG�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V�
LQYDULDEO\�,�IHHO�D�VHQVH�RI�UHOHDVH�±�D�µOHWWLQJ�JR¶�RI�D�EUHDWK�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�KHOG�LQ�
DQG��FXULRXVO\��D�IHHOLQJ�RI�QRW�EHLQJ�DORQH�LQ�D�ZRUOG�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�PHDQLQJ��6R��
LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V��LW�LV�LQ�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�UHDGLQJ�RI�3RZ\V�WKDW�,�¿QG�P\VHOI�LQ�SODFHV�
µZKHUH�WKH�VSLULW�EUHDWKHV¶�±�WKH�WKHPH�RI�WKLV�\HDU¶V�FRQIHUHQFH��
7KH�WKHPH�LPSOLHV�WKH�QHHG�WR�WUDYHO�LQ�VRPH�ZD\�WRZDUGV�WKLV�HOXVLYH�SODFH��,Q�

the search for what we intimate, perceive, hope may lie beyond the surface of life or 
WKH�UHVWULFWLRQV�RI�RXU�FXOWXUH��VXFK�MRXUQH\V�FDQ�EH�WR�SODFHV�H[WHUQDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�RU�
LQWHUQDO�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO��WKH�MRXUQH\�FDQ�EH�WDNHQ�DORQH�RU�ZLWK�RWKHUV��VKDUHG�LQ�
V\PSDWK\�RI�VSLULW�RU�QRW�VKDUHG�DW�DOO��$OZD\V�WKH�MRXUQH\V�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�WDONV�DW�
WKLV�\HDU¶V�FRQIHUHQFH�LOOXVWUDWHG�WKH�LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�RI�SODFH��SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�
DQG�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�UHDFWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�LQ�ERWK�WKH�MRXUQH\�DQG�WKH�DUULYDO�
'DYLG�*RRGZD\¶V�IDVFLQDWLQJO\�GHWDLOHG�DQG�LQWLPDWH�DFFRXQW�RI�ZULWHUV�*HUDOG�

%UHQDQ�DQG�*DPHO�:RROVH\¶V�WUDYHOV�WR�WKH�UHPRWH�DQG�DXVWHUH�$QGDOXFLDQ�$OSXMDUUD�
JDYH�XV�D�SK\VLFDO�MRXUQH\�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�DQ�DXWKHQWLF�ZD\�WR�OLYH�DQG�ZULWH��,�ZDV�OHIW�
ZLWK�D�VHQVH�RI�WKH�EULOOLDQW�OLJKW�RI�WKH�$OSXMDUUD�VKDGRZHG�E\�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�SDVW�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKH\�LQHYLWDEO\�FDUULHG�ZLWK�WKHP�±�*HUDOG¶V�ZLWK�'RUD�&DUULQJWRQ�DQG�
ZLWK�-XOLDQD��WKH�$QGDOXFLDQ�JLUO�ZLWK�ZKRP�KH�KDG�D�GDXJKWHU��DQG�*DPHO¶V�ZLWK�
/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V�
'DYLG�6WLPSVRQ�MRXUQH\HG�LQZDUGV��VKDULQJ�KLV�LQWHQVHO\�IHOW�HPRWLRQV�RQ�UHDGLQJ�

-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V�DQG�DOVR�KLV� VLQFHUH�SHUVRQDO�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�
H[SHULHQFHV�RI�SODFH��GHVFULELQJ�WKHVH�DV�µVSLULWXDOLW\�ZLWKRXW�UHOLJLRQ¶��FRQVLGHULQJ�
ZKDW�H[DFWO\� LV� WKH�QDWXUH�RI� VXFK�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�ZKDW� LV�QHHGHG� LQ�RUGHU� WR�EH�
DZDNH�WR�WKHP��'DYLG¶V�WDON�OHG�PH�WR�FRQVLGHU�ZK\�WKHVH�HOXVLYH�H[SHULHQFHV��RIWHQ�
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RFFXUULQJ� DW� DQ� HDUO\� DJH�� UHPDLQ�ZLWK� XV� VR� SRZHUIXOO\� \HW� FDQ� HYDGH� DGHTXDWH�
GHVFULSWLRQ�ZKHQ�ZH�EHFRPH�DGXOWV�� ,V� LW�EHFDXVH� WKHVH�H[SHULHQFHV�FRPH�IURP�D�
time before we have a fully developed language that they affect us in this way and 
WKDW�WKH\�DUH�WKH�PRUH�LPPHGLDWH�IRU�EHLQJ�XQPHGLDWHG�E\�ODQJXDJH"�
*UHYHO�/LQGRS¶V� MRXUQH\�JDYH�XV� D�TXHVW� IRU� WKH�*UDLO�� RU�*UDDO�� DQG� LWV�PDQ\�

manifestations, whether as an inherent element of the Arthurian tradition or as a 
VHSDUDWH��WKRXJK�QRW�HQWLUHO\�XQUHODWHG��HQWLW\��DV�HQFRXQWHUHG�LQ�WKH�ZULWLQJ�RI�&KDUOHV�
:LOOLDPV�RU�LQ�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V¶V�A Glastonbury Romance��2IWHQ�GHFHSWLYH�±�WKH�
unremarkable, plain and slightly dented chalice, nevertheless transcendent, found 
LQ�D�UHPRWH�FRXQWU\�FKXUFK�LQ�&KDUOHV�:LOOLDPV¶V�War in Heaven, RU�WKH�VWRYH�WRS�
cauldron in a vicarage kitchen in A Glastonbury Romance�±�WKH�*UDLO�LV�ERWK�KRO\�
DQG�XQKRO\��&KULVWLDQ�DQG�ROGHU�WKDQ�&KULVWLDQLW\��
3DWULFN�4XLJOH\�WRRN�XV�WR�3DOHVWLQH�LQ�ERWK�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�KLV�RZQ�MRXUQH\�UHWUDFLQJ�

WKH�IRRWVWHSV�RI�/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V�DQG�D�ZU\O\�REVHUYDQW�DFFRXQW�RI�/OHZHO\Q¶V�YLVLW�
WKHUH�LQ������±�DJDLQ�D�SK\VLFDO�MRXUQH\�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�PHDQLQJ�DQG�IRU�D�SKLORVRSK\�
RI�µVSLULWXDOLW\�ZLWKRXW�UHOLJLRQ¶��WHVWLQJ�RXW�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�
IDLWK�RI�KLV�SDUHQWV��/OHZHO\Q�REVHUYHG�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�KDSSLHVW�WLPH�KH�DQG�$O\VH�
KDG� VSHQW� WRJHWKHU� ±� KRZHYHU�� ZH� OHDUQ� IURP�$O\VH¶V� GLDU\� WKDW� WKH� SURVSHFW� RI�
/OHZHO\Q¶V�DQG�*DPHO�:RROVH\¶V�EDE\�PDGH�WKLV�RQH�RI�KHU�XQKDSSLHVW�WLPHV��WZR�
MRXUQH\V�H[WHUQDOO\�DOLNH�EXW�WZR�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�H[SHULHQFHV�
2XU�YLVLW�WR�%ODHQDX�)IHVWLQLRJ�DQG���:DWHUORR�RQ�6DWXUGD\�DIWHUQRRQ��KRZ�YHU\�

VPDOO�WKDW�KRXVH�LQ�%ODHQDX�ZDV���WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�D�IDVFLQDWLQJ�DFFRXQW�IURP�'DYLG�
-RQHV�RQ�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJ�RI�-RKQ�DQG�3K\OOLV�DW�&RUZHQ��VKRZHG�XV�WKH�SK\VLFDO�
VXUURXQGLQJV� RI� ZKHUH� WKH� VSLULW� EUHDWKHG� IRU� -RKQ�� 7KH� GHVFULSWLRQ� RI� 3K\OOLV�
UHJXODUO\�ZDONLQJ�GRZQ�WR�WKH�2ZDLQ�*O\QGZU�+RWHO�IRU�OXQFK�ZLWK�D�FLJDUHWWH�LQ�
KHU�PRXWK�� DQG� -RKQ� IUHTXHQWO\�ZHOFRPLQJ� WUDPSV� WR� WKH�KRXVH�DW�&RUZHQ��ZHUH�
GHOLJKWIXO�DGGLWLRQV�WR�P\�3RZ\V�NQRZOHGJH�
7KH� 6DWXUGD\� QLJKW� HQWHUWDLQPHQW�� D� UHDGLQJ� RI� -&3¶V�Homer and the Aether 

VNLOIXOO\�DGDSWHG�E\�.DWH�.DYDQDJK��ZDV�GHOLYHUHG�E\�D�FDVW�RI�PDQ\��ZKR��GHVSLWH�
there being no time for a rehearsal, blended their interpretations together in an 
HTXDOO\�VNLOIXO�SHUIRUPDQFH�
2I�FRXUVH�ZH�DOO�PDNH�RXU�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�MRXUQH\V�WR�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH��)RU�PH�HDFK�

conference is an annual point of return to that dangerous, entrapping and bewitching 
UHDOP� RI� -RKQ� &RZSHU� 3RZ\V� ZKHUH� ,� FDQ� RQFH� PRUH� µEUHDWKH� RXW¶�� ,� ORYH� WKH�
IUHHGRP�WR�WDON�RI�WKLQJV�3RZ\V�LQ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�FRPPRQ�ERQG�ZKLFK�GUDZV�
WRJHWKHU�VXFK�D�ZRQGHUIXO�PL[�RI�WKH�VFKRODUO\��WKH�DFDGHPLF��WKH�DUWLVWLF�±�DOZD\V�
XQGHUSLQQHG�E\�WKH�SODLQ�HQWKXVLDVP�RI�3RZ\V�UHDGHUV��,�SDUWLFXODUO\�HQMR\�OHFWXUHV�
WKDW�DUH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�WH[WV�±�WHDVLQJ�RXW�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�WKHPHV�DQG�WHFKQLTXHV�WKDW�
FDQ�HOXFLGDWH��DJDLQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�0DUJDUHW�'UDEEOH��µKRZ�WKH�SHFXOLDU�WKULOO�RI�
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WKLV�ZRUN�LV�JHQHUDWHG�¶�:KHQ�,�FRPH�WR�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�,�ZDQW�WR�OHDUQ�±�DQG�,�DOZD\V�
KRSH� WR�¿QG� VWLPXODWLQJ� WH[WXDO� DQDO\VLV� LQ� WKH� OHFWXUHV� ±� VRPH� µPHDW¶� WR� JHW�P\�
WHHWK�LQWR��0\�SULPDU\�LQWHUHVW�LV�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V�EXW�,�QRZ�
also know much more about Theodore and Llewelyn, and I become increasingly 
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�H[SORULQJ�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�3RZ\V�SDUHQWV�RQ�WKH�ODWHU�GHYHORSPHQW�
RI�DOO�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�±�WKH�GDXJKWHUV�LQFOXGHG��
6R��IRU�PH��WKH�MRXUQH\�WR�ZKHUH�WKH�VSLULW�EUHDWKHV�EHJDQ�ZLWK�D�YLVLW�WR�P\�ORFDO�

SXEOLF�OLEUDU\�±�WUDQVFHQGHQFH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�HYHU\GD\�LQGHHG�
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NEIL LEE

/OHZHO\Q¶V����rd Birthday Party
,Q�DOPRVW�GLUHFW�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXV�WZR�ZHHNV�ZKHQ�WKLV�OLWWOH�FRUQHU�RI�:HVW�
'RUVHW�ZDV�ODVKHG�E\�WKH�ZLQG�DQG�UDLQ�RI�VRPH�UDWKHU�XQVHDVRQDO�HDUO\�$XJXVW�
ZHDWKHU�� /OHZHO\Q¶V� ELUWKGD\� RQ� 6XQGD\� ��th dawned bright and clear, and by 
OXQFK� WLPH� WKH� VHYHQWHHQ� FHOHEUDQWV�ZKR�KDG�JDWKHUHG� DW� WKH�6DLORU¶V�5HWXUQ� LQ�
(DVW�&KDOGRQ�ZHUH�EDWKHG�LQ�JORULRXV�VXQVKLQH�WR�HQMR\�ZKDW�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�WKH�
SHUIHFW�$XJXVW�GD\�
0\� VRQ� -DVRQ� /HH� DQG� ,� ZHUH� WKH� ¿UVW� WR� DUULYH�� DFFRPSDQLHG� E\� WZR� QHZ�

PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� 'DQGHOLRQ� )HOORZVKLS�� ZULWHU� DQG� EURDGFDVWHU� 6WHSK� %UDGOH\�
DQG�%HQ�&KDGZLFN��ZKR�KDG�GULYHQ�XS�IURP�7RWQHV�LQ�'HYRQ�DQG�ZHUH�VXLWDEO\�
LPSUHVVHG�E\�WKH�EXFROLF�VFHQH�ZKLFK�JUHHWHG�RXU�DUULYDO��WKH�YLOODJH�FORDNHG�LQ�D�
SHDFHIXO�EODQNHW�RI�FDOP�ZLWK�D�VOLJKW�FRROLQJ�EUHH]H�IURP�WKH�VRXWK�FDUU\LQJ�WKH�
sound of birdsong and the distant hum of  tractors raising dust clouds in their wake 
DV�WKH\�JDWKHUHG�LQ�WKH�JROGHQ�KDUYHVW�KLJK�XS�RQ�&KDOGRQ�'RZQ��-HG�5HGPDQ�DQG�
-HQQ\�0RUWLPRUH�VRRQ�MRLQHG�WKH�JDWKHULQJ�WKURQJ��IROORZHG�E\�&KULV�*RVWLFN�DQG�
/LQGD�*ROGVPLWK�ZKR�EURXJKW�JUHHWLQJV�IURP�IRUPHU�UHJXODU�ZDONHUV�%UXFH�DQG�
9LNNL�0DGJH��UHFHQWO\�UHPRYHG�WR�WKH�ZDUPHU�FOLPHV�RI�&\SUXV�±�DQG�DSRORJLHV�
IURP�5RE�DQG�+RQRXU�7LPOLQ�ZKR�VDGO\�FRXOGQ¶W�EH�ZLWK�XV�RQ�WKLV�RFFDVLRQ��
$SRORJLHV� ZHUH� DOVR� UHFHLYHG� IURP� %\URQ� 	� (LUO\V� $VKWRQ�� DQG� DOVR� IURP�

QHZ�PHPEHU�6WHYH�:KLWH�ZKR�ZDV�SUHYHQWHG�IURP�DWWHQGLQJ�E\�D�UHFHQW�IDPLO\�
EHUHDYHPHQW��ZKLOVW�6HDQ�	�'HEELH�/RZH�MRLQHG�XV�WR�UDLVH�D�JODVV�WR�/OHZHO\Q�
EHIRUH�OHDYLQJ�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKHLU�DQQXDO�KROLGD\��-RKQ�DQG�-D\QH�6DQGHUV�LQWHUUXSWHG�
WKHLU�DQQXDO�KROLGD\�WR�MRLQ�XV�RQFH�DJDLQ��DQG�ZKHQ�5RVHPDU\�'LFNHQV�DQG�'HQQLV�
:KLWH�DUULYHG��IROORZHG�E\�3DXO�DQG�3DP�*LOOLQJKDP�DQG�'DZQ�&ROOLQV��ZKR�KDV�
UHFHQWO\�ODXQFKHG�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�)DFHERRN�SDJH��ZH�KDG�RXU�IXOO�FRPSOHPHQW�
	�&KULV�*RVWLFN�RSHQHG�SURFHHGLQJV�DW��SP�
&KULV� ZHOFRPHG� HYHU\RQH� DQG� LQYLWHG� WKRVH� DVVHPEOHG� WR� UDLVH� WKHLU� JODVVHV�

WR� /OHZHO\Q¶V�PHPRU\� RQ� WKH� ���rd� RFFDVLRQ� RI� KLV� ELUWKGD\� �/OHZHO\Q¶V� 127�
&KULV¶V��� DQG� ZH� WKHQ� UDLVHG� D� WUDGLWLRQDO� WRDVW� WR� µDEVHQW� IULHQGV¶� VSHFL¿FDOO\�
UHPHPEHULQJ�-DQHW�3ROORFN��0DFKHQ��DQG�WKH�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�%LUWKGD\�:DON�-RKQ�
%DWWHQ��EHIRUH�SD\LQJ�D�VSHFLDO�WULEXWH�WR�IHOORZ�'DQGHOLRQ�5LFKDUG�%XUOHLJK�ZKR�
VDGO\�OHIW�XV�HDUOLHU�WKLV�\HDU�
$IWHU�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�OXQFK�SURYLGHG�E\�7RP�%UDFKL�DQG�KLV�VWDII��WHQ�ZDONHUV�±�VL[�

of them over pensionable age – set off across the dandelion carpeted village green 
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WRZDUGV�WKH�&K\G\RN�5RDG��DQG�EHJDQ�WKH�ORQJ�DUGXRXV�FOLPE�XS�WKH�IDPLOLDU�ÀLQW�
VWUHZQ�WUDFN�ZKLFK�FUDZOV�VQDNH�OLNH�DQG�HYHU�VWHHSHQLQJ�WRZDUGV�&KDON\�.QDSS��
pausing regularly for breath in the warm sunshine to wipe sweat from brows, and 
afford some temporary relief to aching, ageing calf muscles!

As many who have trodden this way before will doubtless agree, there is always 
D� VHQVH� RI� DFKLHYHPHQW� DQG� D� PL[WXUH� RI� H[KLODUDWLRQ� DQG� VDWLVIDFWLRQ� KDYLQJ�
FRQTXHUHG�&KDON\�.QDSS��IROORZHG�DOPRVW� LPPHGLDWHO\�ZKHQ�FUHVWLQJ�WKH�ULGJH�
E\�D��VWURQJ�VHQVH�RI�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YLHZ�VRXWKZDUGV�WR�&K\G\RN�DQG�EH\RQG����������������������������������������
7KH�WUDFN��QRZ�PRUH�FKDON�WKDQ�ÀLQW��OHYHOV�RII�DV�&K\G\RN�DQG�WKH�KXGGOH�RI�

IDUP�EXLOGLQJV�FRPHV�LQWR�YLHZ�WXFNHG�LQWR�D�IROG�RI�WKH�'RZQV��DQG�WKHQ�WZLVWV�
DQG�WXUQV�VKDUSO\�EHIRUH�SOXQJLQJ�VWHHSO\�GRZQ�LQWR�WKH�HPHUDOG�JUHHQ�µVHD�YDOOH\¶�
beloved of both Llewelyn and Theodore, before crossing a cattle grid in the valley 
ERWWRP�DQG�FOLPELQJ�RQFH�DJDLQ�XS�WR�&K\G\RN�)DUP��
$W�WKH�KRXVH�ZKLFK�ZDV�RQFH�µKRPH¶�WR�/OHZHO\Q�DQG�$O\VH�DQG�WR�WKH�3RZ\V�

VLVWHUV�*HUWUXGH� DQG�.DWLH��ZH�ZHUH� JUHHWHG� E\�5RVHPDU\�'LFNHQV� DQG�'HQQLV�
:KLWH�ZKR�� DORQJ�ZLWK� -HG�5HGPDQ� DQG� -HQQ\�0RUWLPRUH� KDG� GULYHQ� XS� IURP�
the village, and we paused a while to drink in the atmosphere redolent with the 
XQPLVWDNDEOH� HVVHQFH� RI� /OHZHO\Q� 3RZ\V�� DQG� ULFK� ZLWK� DJH� DQG�PHPRULHV� RI�
IRUPHU�WLPHV����������������������������������������������
:H� QRWHG� WKDW� DOWKRXJK� WKH� WHUUDFH� ZDON� FRQVWUXFWHG� E\� /OHZHO\Q� ��� \HDUV�

SUHYLRXVO\�KDG�DFTXLUHG�D�QHZ�ZRRGHQ�VHDW��WKH�JDUGHQ�EHORZ�ORRNHG�RYHUJURZQ�
DQG�QHJOHFWHG��WKH�JUDVV�ZDV�KLJK�DQG�ZHHGV�HQFURDFKHG�RYHU�WKH�SDWK�IURP�WKH�
gate to the front door, completely obscuring the well by the front gate in which 
/OHZHO\Q�KDG�HWFKHG�WKH�ZRUGV�µ*RRG�KRSH�OLHV�DW�WKH�ERWWRP¶�GXULQJ�WKH�ORQJ�KRW�
VXPPHU�RI������

Fourteen of us continued onwards and upwards along the narrower footpath 
RYHU�7XPEOHGRZQ�WR�WKH�¿HOG�JDWH�DERYH�%DW¶V�+HDG��VWDQGLQJ�IRU�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�WR�
admire the astonishing view eastward along the cliffs, with the familiar promontory 
RI�6W�$OGKHP¶V�+HDG�LQ�WKH�IDU�GLVWDQFH��D�YLVWD�ZKLFK�QHYHU�IDLOV�WR�RYHUZKHOP�
WKH�VHQVHV�E\�LWV�PDJQL¿FHQFH��EHIRUH�FRQWLQXLQJ�ZHVWZDUG�DORQJ�WKH�ROG�*\SV\�
7UDFN�WR�/OHZHO\Q¶V�0HPRULDO�6WRQH�KLJK�RQ�WKH�'RZQV�RYHUORRNLQJ�3RUWODQG�DQG�
WKH�(QJOLVK�&KDQQHO�

,W¶V�2I¿FLDO��/OHZHO\Q¶V�6WRQH�5RFNV�

7KH�VXQ�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EHDW�GRZQ�DQG�D�JHQWOH�EUHH]H�RII�WKH�VKLPPHULQJ�VHD�NHSW�XV�
cool as we walked along the coastal path, beyond the shell sculptures set in niches 
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of the dry stone wall which forms the southern boundary of the Obelisk Field 
XQWLO�ZH�UHDFKHG�WKH�FRUQHU�ZKHUH�/OHZHO\Q¶V�6WRQH�DOZD\V�FRPHV�LQWR�YLHZ�±�EXW�
LW�GLGQ¶W��+RZHYHU�� FRQVWHUQDWLRQ� VRRQ� WXUQHG� WR� UHOLHI� DV�ZH�DSSURDFKHG�FORVHU�
and saw that the Stone had simply been obscured from view by a large patch of 
encroaching nettles, which defying the hungry mouths of both bovine and ovine, 
had the temerity to grow there!                                                                                                                             
5RVHPDU\�KDG�WKRXJKWIXOO\�JDWKHUHG�WRJHWKHU�D�SRV\�RI�ZLOG�ÀRZHUV�DQG�WKHVH�

were traditionally placed on the Stone, which appeared to have been moved slightly 
RII�LWV�RULJLQDO�EDVH��SHUKDSV�D�IHZ�LQFKHV�WRZDUG�WKH�¿HOG�ERXQGDU\�IHQFH�±�ZKLFK�
caused it to rock slightly when I sat upon it as we gathered around this place of 
SLOJULPDJH�DQG�,�UHDG�D�SDVVDJH�IURP�*ORU\�RI�/LIH��SS��������

$OLYH� LQ�D�*RGOHVV�8QLYHUVH��DQG�ZLWK�RXU�PLQGV�XQIDOVL¿HG�E\�HQHUYDWLQJ�
beliefs, how can we still be religious? Nothing is more natural. Religious 
HPRWLRQ� KDV� IURP� WKH� ¿UVW� EHHQ� HUURQHRXVO\� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK� IHHOLQJV� RI�
personal security. It is more sincere and more honourable when under no 
suspicion of gain. The natural worship is the detached worship of animal 
OLIH�� RI� ELUG� OLIH�� RI� ¿VK� OLIH�� ,W� LV� WKH�ZRUVKLS�RI� WKH�EHOWHG� VWDOOLRQ�PDNLQJ�
the farmyard echo with his nostril voice; it is the worship of the wheatear 
DGYDQFLQJ�DORQJ�D�FDUW�UXW�ZLWK�ÀDVKLQJ�LQWHUPLWWHQW�ÀLJKWV��LW�LV�WKH�ZRUVKLS�
of the lubberly chub at the bottom of the River Yeo. It belongs to the glory of 
life, to the unuttered sense of glory in the chance of existence, in the chance 
that called us up out of the dead dust to mirror for a period with glassy retinas 
the mysteries of matter. An adoration of life is our religion. It is a worship of 
the moment’s duration, inviolate, detached, and passionate���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$QG�VR�LW�SURYHG�
:H�OLQJHUHG�ORQJHU�WKDQ�XVXDO��D�IHOORZVKLS�RI�IULHQGV��HDFK�SHUKDSV�GULQNLQJ�

LQ� WKH� DWPRVSKHUH� DQG� IHHOLQJ� WKDW� VSHFLDO� µVHQVH� RI� SODFH¶�� WDNLQJ� SKRWRJUDSKV�
to prove that we were actually here on this perfect August day, and chatting 
DERXW�/OHZHO\Q¶V�Glory of Life��DQG�KRZ�KLV�ZRUGV�VHHPHG�WR�UHÀHFW�RXU�VKDUHG�
H[SHULHQFH��RXU�µDGRUDWLRQ�RI�OLIH¶�LQ�WKRVH�FDSWXUHG�PRPHQWV�WKDW�ZH�ZRUVKLSSHG�
KHUH��ZKLFK�ZHUH�µLQYLRODWH��GHWDFKHG��DQG�SDVVLRQDWH¶�
:H�OHIW�ZLWK�VRPH�UHOXFWDQFH�DQG�UHWUDFHG�RXU�VWHSV�EDFN�HDVWZDUGV�DORQJ�WKH�

ROG�*\SV\�7UDFN�DQG�RYHU�7XPEOHGRZQ�WR�&K\G\RN��ZKHUH�ZH�RQFH�DJDLQ�SDXVHG�
D�ZKLOH�WR�OLVWHQ�DV�&KULV�*RVWLFN�HORTXHQWO\�UHDG�D�SDVVDJH�IURP�The Diaries of 
Sylvia Townsend Warner� �HG�� &ODLUH�+DUPDQ��&KDWWR�	�:LQGXV�� /RQGRQ� ������
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SS�������� ZKLFK� WROG� RI� D� YLVLW� KHUH�ZLWK� -DQHW� 3ROORFN� �0DFKHQ�� VKRUWO\� DIWHU�
-DQHW¶V�¿IW\�\HDU�WHQDQF\�KDG�EHJXQ�IROORZLQJ�$O\VH¶V�GHSDUWXUH�WR�'HYRQ�

It was downhill all the way back, save for the even more gruelling climb up and 
RYHU�&KDON\�.QDSS��EXW� VSXUUHG�RQ�E\� WKRXJKWV�RI� WHD�DZDLWLQJ�XV�GRZQ� LQ� WKH�
YLOODJH�E\�FRXUWHV\�RI�3DXO�	�3DP�*LOOLQJKDP¶V�NLQG�LQYLWDWLRQ��ZH�PDGH�LW���������������������������������������������
,Q�D�¿WWLQJ�¿QDOH�WR�D�SHUIHFW�GD\��D�GD\�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�FHOHEUDWHG�/OHZHO\Q¶V����rd 

birthday in full sunshine in this glorious landscape, nothing could have been better 
LQ�WKLV�UXUDO�LG\OO�WKDQ�±�D�*DUGHQ�3DUW\��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
7KXV� RQ� EHKDOI� RI� P\� IHOORZ�'DQGHOLRQV� ,� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� UHFRUG�P\� VLQFHUH�

JUDWLWXGH�WR�WKH�*LOOLQJKDPV�IRU�WKHLU�ZRQGHUIXO�KRVSLWDOLW\��IRU�ZH�HQGHG�WKH�GD\�
ODQJXLVKLQJ� LQ� WKH�YHU\�SOHDVDQW�DQG�SHDFHIXO�VXUURXQGLQJV�RI�RXU�KRVWV¶�JDUGHQ�
and were treated to a veritable feast, with a freshly laid out buffet and lashings of 
WHD��FRIIHH��VTXDVK��FDNHV��EXQV��SLHV�±�DQG�DOO�LQ�WKH�JHQLDO�FRPSDQ\�RI�IULHQGV��
WKDQN�\RX�3DXO�DQG�3DP�±�D�SHUIHFW�HQGLQJ�WR�D�SHUIHFW�GD\�
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News and Notes

IURP�)UDQN�.LEEOHZKLWH
7KH� UHYLVHG� LQYHQWRU\� RI� WKH� 3RZ\V� 6RFLHW\� &ROOHFWLRQ�� FRPSLOHG� E\� 0RULQH�
.ULVGyWWLU�KDV�QRZ�EHHQ�SRVWHG�RQ�WKH�KRPH�SDJH�RI�WKH�6RFLHW\¶V�ZHEVLWH��

IURP�-DFTXHOLQH�3HOWLHU
$�FRS\�RI�-&3¶V�Autobiography, translated into Swedish by Sven Erik Tackmark, 
µ(ULF�WKH�5HG¶�KDV�EHHQ�GRQDWHG�WR�WKH�6RFLHW\�E\�-DFTXHOLQH�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�
IRU�GHSRVLW�LQ�WKH�&ROOHFWLRQ�DW�([HWHU�8QLYHUVLW\�

IURP�&KULV�7KRPDV
,Q�0LQRR�'LQVKDZ¶V�H[FHOOHQW�DQG�GHWDLOHG�ELRJUDSK\�RI�WKH�%\]DQWLQH�KLVWRULDQ��6LU�
Steven Runciman, Outlandish Knight��$OOHQ�/DQH��������3HQJXLQ���������WKHUH�LV�DQ�
XQH[SHFWHG�UHIHUHQFH�WR�7)3��:KLOVW�GHVFULELQJ�6LU�6WHYHQ�5XQFLPDQ¶V�FKLOGKRRG�LQ�
Northumberland he also mentions his governess and mentor, Rebecca Forbes, who, 
he says had tried her luck in the south, teaching English and classics for some years 
at a preparatory school in Aldeburgh, where her pupils included the future novelist 
Theodore Powys���)RU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�7)3¶V�VFKRROGD\V�DW�$OGHEXUJK�VHH�µ7KH�
(GXFDWLRQ�RI�7�)��3RZ\V¶��E\�-��/DZUHQFH�0LWFKHOO��LQ�The Powys Review��1R�����
������

$XFWLRQ�VDOHV
2Q� 6HSWHPEHU� ��th International Autograph Auctions Ltd in Nottingham offered 
IRU�VDOH��E\�DXFWLRQ����KRORJUDSK�OHWWHUV�IURP�-&3�WR�WKH�SRHW��QRYHOLVW��ELRJUDSKHU��
OLWHUDU\� FULWLF� DQG� HGLWRU�� 1HYLOOH� %UD\EURRNH� ������������� 7KH� OHWWHUV� FRYHU� WKH�
SHULRG�����������DQG�KDYH�UHPDLQHG�LQ�1HYLOOH�%UD\EURRNH¶V�IDPLO\�XQWLO�QRZ��7KH�
OHWWHUV�PRVWO\�GHDO�ZLWK�DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ�IURP�%UD\EURRNH�WR�-&3�WR�VXEPLW�H[DPSOHV�
RI�KLV� MXYHQLOLD� WR�D� OLWHUDU\�PDJD]LQH��ZKLFK�KH�HGLWHG��FDOOHG�The Wind and the 
Rain��-&3�VXEVHTXHQWO\�VXEPLWWHG�KLV�HDUO\�SRHP�Corfe Castle��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�'HUHN�
Langridge the version of Corfe Castle�SULQWHG�LQ�WKH�PDJD]LQH�LQ������LV�GLIIHUHQW�WR�
the version to be found in Autobiography��1HYLOOH�%UD\EURRNH�DOVR�SXEOLVKHG�D�WULEXWH�
WR�-&3�ZKLFK�DSSHDUHG�LQ�WKH�Sunday Telegraph�XQGHU�WKH�WLWOH�µ)LQH�3HUIRUPHU¶�RQ�
��2FWREHU�������7KH�OHWWHUV�IURP�-&3�WR�1HYLOOH�%UD\EURRNH��LQ�/RW����RI�WKH�VDOH��
ZHUH�UHSURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�RQ�OLQH�FDWDORJXH�
,Q�0D\������WKH�DXWRJUDSK�PVV�RI�-&3¶V�HVVD\�µ'HWDFKPHQW¶�ZDV�VROG�DW�DXFWLRQ�

LQ�1HZ�<RUN��7KH�HVVD\�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�SXEOLVKHG�DV�µ7KH�0DJLF�RI�'HWDFKPHQW¶�LQ 
The Aryan Path in October 1933, and reprinted in The Powys Review�QR��������������
DOVR�LQ�1/�����������
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ALS
7KH������DQQXDO�ALS Journal (the Journal of the Alliance of Literary Societies) is 
QRZ�DYDLODEOH��7KHUH�DUH�DUWLFOHV�RQ� WKH� WKHPH�RI� µ/RVW��)RXQG�RU�)DNHG¶�FRYHULQJ�
'DQWH�*DEULHO�5RVVHWWL��6DPXHO�-RKQVRQ��:\QGKDP�/HZLV��-HURPH�.��-HURPH��$UQROG�
%HQQHWW�DQG�$QWKRQ\�7UROORSH��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�UHFHLYH�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�ALS Journal 
SOHDVH�QRWLI\�+RQ�6HFUHWDU\�ZKR�ZLOO�VHQG�D�)5((�SGI�¿OH�DWWDFKHG�WR�DQ�H�PDLO��3DSHU�
FRSLHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�H[WUD�FRVW��$OO�PHPEHUV�DUH�ZHOFRPH�WR�FRQWULEXWH�DUWLFOHV�WR�
the ALS Journal��7KH�WKHPH�IRU������ZLOO�EH�µ7KH�8QUHOLDEOH�1DUUDWRU¶��3OHDVH�VHQG�
FRQWULEXWLRQV�GLUHFW�WR�WKH�HGLWRU�/LQGD�&XUU\�DW�lJF����#JPDLO�FRP or by post to 59 
%U\RQ\�5RDG��6HOO\�2DN��%LUPLQJKDP�%����%<�E\���)HEUXDU\������

from Timothy Hyman
Following Brief Encounters in Newsletter 91 LW�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�6DXO�%HOORZ�
ZDV�DZDUGHG�WKH�1REHO�3UL]H�IRU� OLWHUDWXUH� LQ�������-&3�UHIHUV��DGPLULQJO\�� WR�6DXO�
%HOORZ�LQ�D�OHWWHU�WR�/RXLV�:LONLQVRQ��6HSWHPEHU���th�������ZKHUH�KH�VD\V�The best to 
my mind of modern American writers is a certain Saul Bellow who has only written two 
books – 1. ‘Dangling Man’ (1944) (a title almost worthy of the author of )RUWK�%HDVW [by 
Louis Marlow (1946)]. 2. ‘The Victim’, dealing with this sort of funk I suffer from.‘The 
Victim’ is a Jew and the sod he is scared of is a New England semi-aristocratic Bum.
¶
IURP�7LP�%ODQFKDUG
7KH�6XQGLDO�3UHVV�SODQ�WR�SXEOLVK�P\�ERRN��Powysland, and will also bring out a new 
HGLWLRQ�RI�-&3¶V�A Philosophy of Solitude�ODWHU�WKLV�\HDU�

IURP�.HYLQ�7D\ORU���
3KLOLS� /DUNLQ¶V� DGPLUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 3RZ\VHV� ZDV� WKH� VXEMHFW� RI� .LQJVOH\� $PLV¶V�
PRFNLQJ�GLVDSSUREDWLRQ�� DV� ,� OHDUQHG� IURP�$QJHOLND�5HLFKPDQQ¶V� WDON� DW� WKH� �����
&RQIHUHQFH��2Q�D�UHFHQW�YLVLW�WR�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ�RI�/DUNLQ¶V�SHUVRQDO�ERRN�FROOHFWLRQ�
DW�+XOO�8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDU\��Larkin: New Eyes Each Year) I had a chance to gauge the 
H[WHQW�RI�WKH�SRHW¶V�LQWHUHVW� LQ�3RZ\VLDQD��$PRQJ�WKH�F�������ERRNV�VDOYDJHG�IURP�
/DUNLQ¶V�KRPH�,�VSRWWHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
Autobiography��-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V
The Art of Growing Old��-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V
The Art of Happiness��-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V
Apples be Ripe��/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V����FRSLHV�
The Pathetic Fallacy��/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V
Rats in the Sacristry��/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V
Damnable Opinions��/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V
The Life and Times of Anthony à Wood��/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V
Essays��/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V
Mr Weston’s Good Wine��7�)��3RZ\V
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Bottle’s Path��7�)��3RZ\V
Mockery Gap��7�)��3RZ\V
No Painted Plumage��7�)��3RZ\V
Welsh Ambassadors: Powys Lives and Letters��/RXLV�0DUORZ
The Letters of Llewelyn Powys��/RXLV�:LONLQVRQ�	�$O\VH�*UHJRU\
Recollections of the Brothers Powys��%HOLQGD�+XPIUH\��LQ�SULGH�RI�SODFH�EHWZHHQ�The 
Odyssey and Holy Bible)

IURP�-HUU\�%LUG��
Suitable contributions for the annual Proceedings of the Dorset Natural History and 
Archaeological Society��SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�'RUVHW�&RXQW\�0XVHXP��'RUFKHVWHU��DUH�
FXUUHQWO\� EHLQJ� VRXJKW�� HVSHFLDOO\� RQ� OLWHUDU\� VXEMHFWV�� 3DSHUV� VKRXOG� KDYH� GLUHFW�
UHOHYDQFH�WR�WKH�FRXQW\�RI�'RUVHW�DQG��QRW�SUHYLRXVO\�KDYH�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�HOVHZKHUH�
)RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH�YLVLW�
KWWS���UHVHDUFK�GRUVHWFRXQW\PXVHXP�RUJ�1RWHV)RU&RQWULEXWRUV�SGI

�%22.6�)25�6$/(
Tony Glynn�KDV�D�VPDOO�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�ERRNV�IRU�VDOH�E\�(OL]DEHWK�0\HUV��/LWWOHWRQ�
&KDUOHV�3RZ\V�DQG�0RULQH�.ULVVGyWWLU��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�SXUFKDVH�DQ\�RI�WKHVH��
SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�7RQ\�GLUHFW�DW��7KH�*ODGH�5HVW�+RPH�����/DQFDVWHU�5RDG��%LUNGDOH��
6RXWKSRUW��0HUVH\VLGH��35����/(�

Peter Redmond��DW�%RRNV�RQ�6HD��LQ�1RUIRON��KDV�UHFHQWO\�DFTXLUHG�D�ODUJH�
FROOHFWLRQ�RI�LWHPV�E\�-&3��LQFOXGLQJ�VRPH�DUWHIDFWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�-&3¶V�SHUVRQDO�
copy of The Books in My Life��VLJQHG�E\�+HQU\�0LOOHU��QLQH�RULJLQDO�KRORJUDSK�
OHWWHUV�IURP�$O\VH�*UHJRU\�WR�:LOVRQ�.QLJKW�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�
publications, Newsletters, The Powys Journal, transcripts of conference talks and 
SKRWRFRSLHV�RI�DUWLFOHV��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKHVH�LWHPV��
SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�3HWHU�GLUHFW�E\�H�PDLO�DW��SMIUHGPRQG#JPDLO�FRP�RU�ZULWH�WR��
%RRNV�RQ�6HD������0LGGOH�6WUHHW��7ULPLQJKDP��1RUIRON��15����($

Fountayne Editions, dealers in music manuscripts and original scores, are offering 
for sale the score of Octet for Strings, Winterreise��2SXV������������FRPSRVHG�E\�
'RXJODV�:HLODQG��7KH�ZRUN�LQFOXGHV�PRYHPHQWV�ZLWK�WLWOHV�VXFK�DV�'LGOLQJWRQ�
%ULGJH��2Q�WKH�%DQNV�RI�WKH�:LVVH\��DQG�+DUURG¶V�0LOO�3RQG��A Glastonbury 
Romance�LV�PHQWRQHG�RQ�WKH�IURQW�SDJH�RI�WKH�PDQXVFULSW��)RU�PRUH�GHWDLOV�SOHDVH�
YLVLW��
KWWS���ZZZ�IRXQWD\QHHGLWLRQV�FR�XN�VKRS�ZHLODQG�RFWHW�RS���������
Thanks to Tim Blanchard for the last two items. (CT)
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Llewelyn Powys: 4XH�OHV�QRL[�EUXQLVVHQW, tr. P. Reumaux 
(Klincksieck, 2017)

$PRQJ�WKH�3RZ\V�WULEH�RI�ZULWHUV��/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V�LV�SUREDEO\�OHVV�ZHOO�NQRZQ�LQ�
)UDQFH�WKDQ�KLV�HOGHU�LOOXVWULRXV�EURWKHUV��+RZHYHU�TXLWH�D�IHZ�ERRNV�RI�KLV�KDYH�EHHQ�
translated over the years, such as Love and Death�LQ�������SXEOLVKHG�E\�3KHEXV��ZKR�
KDG�DOUHDG\�SXEOLVKHG�-RKQ�&RZSHU¶V�Owen Glendower�LQ�������Skin for Skin, Glory of 
Life, and Rats in the Sacristy�IROORZHG��DOVR�WUDQVODWHG�E\�5HXPDX[��WKDQNV�WR�,VRODWR��
a young and ambitious independent publishing house, intent on publishing the best in 
OLWHUDWXUH��$SDUW�IURP�Black Laughter��ZKRVH�WUDQVODWLRQ�ZH�RZH�WR�&KULVWLDQH�3RXVVLHU�
DQG�$QQH�%UXQHDX��SXEOLVKHG�LQ������E\�/HV�3HUVpLGHV�LQ�%ULWWDQ\��PRVW�RI�/OHZHO\Q¶V�
ERRNV�DUH�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�ZRUN�RI�3DWULFN�5HXPDX[��SUROL¿F�WUDQVODWRU�RI�WKH�WKUHH�
3RZ\V�EURWKHUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�EHLQJ�KLPVHOI�QRYHOLVW��SRHW�DQG�P\FRORJLVW��+H�DOVR�KDV�
D�NHHQ�LQWHUHVW� LQ�RWKHU�µ&HOWLF¶�ZRUNV��VXFK�DV�DQFLHQW�)UHQFK�PDQXVFULSWV�DQG�lais 
FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�.LQJ�$UWKXU��DV�ZHOO�DV�ERRNV�E\�6KHULGDQ�/H�)DQX��/LDP�2¶)ODKHUW\��
DQG�)ODQQ�2¶%ULHQ��+H�DOVR�SURGXFHG�SUDLVHZRUWK\�WUDQVODWLRQV�RI�(GJDU�/HH�0DVWHUV��
(PLO\�'LFNLQVRQ�DQG�0HUY\Q�3HDNH��&RPPHQWLQJ�RQ�WKH�KDUG�WDVN�RI�WKH�WUDQVODWRU��
3DWULFN�5HXPDX[�FRQ¿GHG�WKDW�WUDQVODWLQJ�LV�OLNH�VHWWLQJ�D�WUDS��µ7R�WUDS�DQ�DQLPDO��RQH�
PXVW�EHFRPH�WKH�DQLPDO�LWVHOI��,Q�RUGHU�WR�WUDQVODWH��\RX�PXVW�EHFRPH�WKH�RWKHU�SDUW\�¶

Que les noix brunissent� LV� D� KDQGVRPH� YROXPH� RI� ���� SDJHV�� EHORQJLQJ� WR� WKH�
FROOHFWLRQ�µ'H�1DWXUD�5HUXP¶��SXEOLVKHG�E\�.OLQFNVLHFN��ZLWK�D�VXSHUE�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RQ�
WKH�FRYHU�VKRZLQJ�'XUGOH�'RRU��,W�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�VXFK�D�FXULRXV�WLWOH�
ZDV�FKRVHQ��7KH�YHUVH�LV�TXRWHG�E\�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V�LQ�µ7KH�5HFUXLW¶��IURP�Wolf’s 
Bane, and is borrowed from an old bawdy ditty, ‘Apples be ripe and nuts be brown, 
3HWWLFRDWV�XS�DQG�WURXVHUV�GRZQ¶��,W�PLJKW�UHIHU�WR�WKH�UREXVW�EHKDYLRXU�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�
SUHYDOHQW�LQ�FRXQWU\�OLIH��VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�GHVFULEHG�E\�7KHRGRUH�LQ�KLV�QRYHOV��,W�LV�QRW��
KRZHYHU��REYLRXV�WR�VHH�WKH�FRQQH[LRQ�ZLWK�WKH�FDUHIXOO\�FKRVHQ�HVVD\V�ZKLFK�DOO�KDYH�
a link with the natural world, most especially sea birds, lovingly and closely observed 
E\�/OHZHO\Q�DORQJ�WKH�FRDVW�QHDU�KLV�FRDVW�JXDUG�FRWWDJH�DQG�ODWHU�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�OLYLQJ�LQ�
&K\G\RN��D�ZRUOG�HQOLYHQHG�ZLWK�IR[HV��EDWV��UDYHQV�DQG�DOO�WKH�ZLOGOLIH�RI�WKH�'RZQV��
7KH�GLIIHUHQW�FKDSWHUV�DUH�JUDFHG�ZLWK�LQVSLULQJ�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�'RUVHW�ODQGVFDSH�
ZKLFK�UHPLQG�RQH�RI�*HUWUXGH¶V�SDLQWLQJV��DQG�ZLWK�SLFWXUHV�RI�ELUGV�DPRQJVW�WKRVH�
GHVFULEHG�E\�/OHZHO\Q��7KH�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�DUH�WKH�ZRUN�RI��%HUQDUG�'XKHP�ZKR��OLNH�
5HXPDX[��ZDV�D�WDOHQWHG�P\FRORJLVW��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�WKH�ODVW�KH�H[HFXWHG��
IRU�KH�GLHG�DW�WKH�XQWLPHO\�DJH�RI�����$IWHU�5HXPDX[¶V�LQWURGXFWLRQ��D�KRPDJH�WR�WKH�
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3RZ\V�IDPLO\¶V�DPD]LQJ�NQRZOHGJH�RI�SODQWV��WKH�ERRN�FRQWDLQV�¿IWHHQ�HVVD\V��PDQ\�
taken from Dorset and Somerset Essays, and a few from A Baker’s Dozen, The Twelve 
Months and Earth Memories. The last chapter, the longest, is a translation of the long 
essay Now That the Gods are Dead�ZKLFK�KH�ZURWH�DW�WKH�LQVWLJDWLRQ�RI�/\QG�:DUG��DQ�
$PHULFDQ�DUWLVW��7KHVH�HVVD\V�DOO�VKRZ�IRUFHIXOO\�/OHZHO\Q¶V�GHHS�URRWHG�EHOLHI�LQ�WKH�
PLUDFOH�RI�EHLQJ�DOLYH��DQG�KLV�LPSHUDWLYH�H[KRUWDWLRQ�WR�EH�DW�HYHU\�PRPHQW�FRQVFLRXV�
RI�WKH�IDFW��
5HDGLQJ�WKHVH�HVVD\V�ZLOO�SURYLGH�JUHDW�GHOLJKW� WR�D�)UHQFK�UHDGHU��IRU�5HXPDX[�

VXFFHHGV�LQ�IDLWKIXOO\�WUDQVFULELQJ�/OHZHO\Q¶V�XQLTXH�VW\OH��VR�SUHFLVH�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�
WLPH�VR�SRHWLF��+HUH�LV�DQ�LQVWDQFH�RI�ZKDW�,�PHDQ�

,W�LV��RI�FRXUVH��WKH�KHUULQJ�JXOOV�ZKLFK�WKURXJK�VSULQJ��VXPPHU��DXWXPQ�DQG�
ZLQWHU��PDNH�XS�WKH�UHDO�ELUG�SRSXODWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�FOLIIV��,W�LV�WKHLU�KXQJU\�
FDOO�WKDW�¿UVW�EUHDNV�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�VWLOOQHVV�RI�WKH�ZLQWHU�GDZQ��YH[LQJ�WKH�
waking dreams of the countrymen with their wild insistent crying, before 
even the red glow is to be seen through the lowest branches of the naked 
KHGJH��

Dorset Essays��µ%DWV�+HDG¶

4XH�FH� VRLW�KLYHU��SULQWHPSV��pWp�RX�DXWRPQH�� OHV�JRpODQGV�DUJHQWpV� VRQW�
OD�SULQFLSDOH�SRSXODWLRQ�GH� FHV� IDODLVHV��/HXU� FUL� DIIDPp�HVW� OH�SUHPLHU� j�
URPSUH�OH�VLOHQFH�UHOLJLHX[�GH�O¶DXEH�G¶KLYHU��EULVDQW��G¶XQ�DSSHO�LQVLVWDQW�HW�
VDXYDJH��OH�UrYH�GX�SD\VDQ�TXL�V¶pYHLOOH�DYDQW�PrPH�TXH�OH�URXJH�HPEUDVH�
OHV�EDVVHV�EUDQFKHV�GH�OD�KDLH�GpQXGpH�
µ/D�7rWH�GH�&KDXYH�VRXULV¶��SS������

:H� FDQQRW� EXW� PDUYHO� WKDW� VXFK� JHPV� LVVXLQJ� IURP� /OHZHO\Q¶V� SHQ� FDQ� QRZ� EH�
accessible to the French world, and I personally think that they will be treasured by 
HQOLJKWHQHG�UHDGHUV��/OHZHO\Q�RQFH�VDLG��If I were to be asked by any young person the 
best way to acquire a style, I would tell him to live intensely. The style of a man is the 
direct result of his passion for life.

5,&+$5'�6,021'6

JCP’s 5HOLJLRQ�RI�D�6FHSWLF (1925)

This odd, short (only 51 pages), but very well written and insightful book, is essentially a 
VXPPDU\�RI�-&3V¶�UHOLJLRXV�H[SHULHQFH��ZKLFK�KH�GHVFULEHV�DV�RFFXUULQJ�LQ�IRXU�VWDJHV��
HPRWLRQDO�EHOLHI��PHWDSK\VLFDO�EHOLHI��DEVROXWH�GLVLOOXVLRQPHQW��DQG�¿QDOO\��DHVWKHWLF�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��+H�SODFHV�DQ�HQRUPRXV�YDOXH�RQ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXH�DQG�EHDXW\�RI�WKH�
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&KULVW�¿JXUH�DQG�&KULVW�VWRU\��:KLOH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�VXPPDULVH��KLV�µDUJXPHQW¶��KLV�FHQWUDO�
SRLQW�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�WKDW�&KULVWLDQLW\�KDV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�YDOXH�LQ�WKLV�UHJDUG��DQG�ZKLOH�
WKH�VWRULHV��EHOLHIV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�PD\�VHHP�µDEVXUG¶��WKHUH�LV�D�SURIRXQG�
EHDXW\�WR�WKHP�
,�WKLQN�ZKDW�WKH�ERRN�LV�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�JUDSSOLQJ�ZLWK�IRU�3RZ\V�LV�ZKDW�,�FDOO�WKH�

µ'RVWRHYVN\�SUREOHP¶��,W�LV�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�UHDG�'RVWRHYVN\¶V�PDVWHUSLHFHV��HVSHFLDOO\�
The Idiot and The Brothers Karamazov, without coming away with a powerful religious 
DQG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�&KULVWLDQ�VHQVH��3RZ\V�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�YDOXH�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�DHVWKHWLF��
HYHQ�LI��DV�LW�VHHPV��KH�FDQQRW�WUXO\�EHOLHYH�LQ�LWV�µWUXWK¶��+H�LV�GLVWXUEHG�E\�ZKDW�KH�
FDOOV�µ)XQGDPHQWDOLVP¶��ZKLFK�,� WKLQN�LV�EHWWHU�GHVFULEHG�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\� WHUPV�DV�
µ2UWKRGR[\¶���EXW�KH� LV�HYHQ�PRUH�GLVWXUEHG�E\�ZKDW�KH�FDOOV� µ0RGHUQLVP¶��ZKLFK�
,�EHOLHYH�LV�ERWK�DQWL�&KULVWLDQ�DJQRVWLFLVP�DQG�DWKHLVP��EXW�DOVR�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRUH�
DJJUHVVLYH�HYDQJHOLFDO�&KULVWLDQLW\��IRFXVLQJ�RQ�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�\RX�DUH�µVDYHG¶��+H�
¿QGV�ERWK�RI� WKHVH�DSSURDFKHV�GHVWUXFWLYH�ZKLFK�IDLO� WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�&KULVWLDQLW\¶V�
HVVHQWLDO�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXH�
7KLV�ZDV�-&3¶V�ODVW�ERRN�EHIRUH�KLV�¿UVW�PDVWHUSLHFH��Wolf Solent��,W�ZDV�GHGLFDWHG�

WR� KLV�&DWKROLF� IULHQG�RI�PDQ\�\HDUV��:LOOLDP� -RKQ�:LOOLDPV�� -&3�KDG�ÀLUWHG�ZLWK�
&DWKROLFLVP��DV�ZHOO�DV�PDQ\�RWKHU�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�UHOLJLRQV��EXW�DV�WKH�VRQ�RI�DQ�$QJOLFDQ�
UHFWRU��VWD\HG�OR\DO�WR�KLV�RULJLQDO�IDLWK��LQ�VSLULW�LW�VHHPV��RU�DW�OHDVW�LQ�DSSUHFLDWLRQ��The 
Religion of a Sceptic�LV�QRW�PHQWLRQHG�E\�0RULQH�.ULVGyWWLU�LQ�Descents of Memory��
*LYHQ�WKH�µQDWXUH�UHOLJLRQ¶�WKDW�¿OOV�KLV�QRYHOV��WKLV�ERRN�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�SRLQW�WR�KLV�
XVH�RI��WKHPHV�LQ�KLV�ODWHU�ERRNV��,�GRQ¶W�HYHQ�UHFDOO�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�UHOLJLRXV�VWUXJJOH�
GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKLV�ERRN�¿OOLQJ�WKH�PLQGV�RI�KLV�¿FWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHUV��7KLV�ERRN�VHHPV�WR�
UHODWH�WR�KLV�SHUVRQDO�OLIH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�PDNLQJ�VRPH�NLQG�RI�DUWLVWLF�VWDWHPHQW�
,�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�D�ORW�DERXW�D�YHU\�VKRUW�ERRN��7R�FRQFOXGH��¿UVW��,¶P�QRW�VXUH�KRZ�

HVVHQWLDO� WKLV�ERRN� LV� WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�3RZ\V¶V�ZULWLQJV��EXW� LW�PD\�EH� LQIRUPDWLYH�
DERXW�KLV�VWUXJJOHV�DV�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO��6HFRQG��RQ�D�VWDQG�DORQH�EDVLV��ZKLOH�WKH�ERRN�LV�
YHU\�ZHOO�ZULWWHQ�DQG�PDNHV�LWV�DUJXPHQWV�IRUFHIXOO\��3RZ\V¶V�H[SHULHQFH�RI�UHOLJLRQ�
LV� VR� XWWHUO\� IRUHLJQ� WR�P\�RZQ� ,¶P�KHVLWDQW� WR� VD\�PXFK� LQ� WKH�ZD\�RI�PDNLQJ� D�
recommendation, as I believe whatever value it would have would be on a very personal 
OHYHO��3HUVRQDOO\��,�GR�ODUJHO\�DJUHH�ZLWK�KLP�±�&KULVWLDQLW\�KDV�WUHPHQGRXV�FXOWXUDO�
YDOXH�DQG�LWV�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�:HVW��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKDW�ZH�PD\�FDOO�LWV�µWUXWK�YDOXH¶��LV�
UHDOO\�TXLWH�WHUULEOH��SDUWLFXODUO\�LWV�VXEVWLWXWLRQ��7KH�QHHG�IRU�µUHOLJLRQ¶�VHHPV�WR�EH�
DQ� LQWULQVLF�SDUW�RI�KXPDQ�QDWXUH��%XW�,�DOVR� WKLQN� WKDW�D�µIDLWK¶�EDVHG�RQ�EHDXW\�RU�
DHVWKHWLFV�LV�YHU\�ZHDN��HLWKHU�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�DQG�WKH�µERUQ�DJDLQ¶�H[SHULHQFH�LV�UHDO��
DQG�WKH�ERGLO\�5HVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�LV�UHDO��RU�\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�D�ZDUP�
IHHOLQJ�DW�0DVV�DQG�VRPH�EHDXWLIXO�DUW��7KLV�LV�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WKDW�FRXOG�JR�RQ�DOO�GD\�
�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�JRLQJ�RQ�IRU�WZR�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV���$W�OHDVW�The Religion of a Sceptic will 
UHVWDUW�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�IRU�\RX��LI�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�VOHHSLQJ�
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,�SUHVVHG�P\�VSLQH�WR�WKH�FRLOV�RI�WKH�EHHFK�URRWV��,�KRSHG�QRQH�RI�WKH�YLOODJHUV�ZRXOG�
FRPH�E\��7KH\¶G�SUREDEO\�WKLQN�,�ZDV�FUD]\�OLNH�-RKQ�&RZSHU�3RZ\V¶V�QHLJKERXUV�DW�
3KXGG�%RWWRP��1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH�������ZKR�XVHG�WR�ZDWFK�ZLWK�FRQFHUQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�VDZ�
WKH�ZULWHU�WDS�KLV�KHDG�ULWXDOO\�RQ�WUHHV�DQG�VWRQHV�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�KLOOV���+RZ�GLG�,�JHW�WR�
EH�LQ�6KLUOH\�DQ\ZD\"�,�ZDV�QRW�HQWLUHO\�VXUH�RI�WKH�WUXWK�RI�LW��,¶G�IHOW�,�QHHGHG�VRPH�
KHIW�WR�JHW�PH�RXW�RI�D�FUHDWLYH�UXW�LQWR�ZKLFK�,�KDG�IDOOHQ��,¶G�EHFRPH�OHWKDUJLF��DQG�
ZULWLQJ�KDG�EHFRPH�D�FKRUH�DQG�GHFLGHG�WR�YLVLW�6KLUOH\�RQ�WKH�ORQJHVW�GD\�RI�WKH�\HDU�
,¶G�UHFHQWO\�UHDG�3RZ\V¶V�Autobiography �������DQG�EHHQ�JXLGHG�EDFN�WR�3RZ\V¶V�

ZRUN�EHFDXVH�,¶G�EHHQ�GUDZQ�WR�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�6KLUOH\�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�DQG�KDG�ZDONHG�
LWV�ERXQGDULHV�PDQ\�WLPHV�EHIRUH�UHFHQWO\�GLVFRYHULQJ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�-&3�¶V�ELUWKSODFH�����
\HDUV�DJR���
7KH�SODFH�QDPH�µ6KLUOH\¶�PHDQV�the clearing or glade where the hundred meet 

(English Place-names��.HQQHWK�&DPHURQ��������� ,W¶V� IURP� WKH��th century when 
PHQ�ZRXOG�PHHW�DQG�PXVWHU�KHUH�IRU�ZDU��7R�P\�H\HV��WKH�YLOODJH�VHHPHG�KLGGHQ�
XQGHU�D�FRYHULQJ�RI�WUHHV�DV�LI�ZDQWLQJ�WR�HVFDSH�LWV�SDVW��,�EHJDQ�PRYLQJ�WKURXJK�
WKH�SODFH��WU\LQJ�WR�VHQVH�LWV�HVVHQFH�DV�WKH�3RZ\V�FRXSOH�PLJKW�KDYH�GRQH�ZKHQ�
DUULYLQJ�LQ�������KLV�IDWKHU�WDNLQJ�XS�WKH�SRVW�RI�YLFDU��KLV�VK\��PRWKHU��ZKRP�KH�
never mentions in his Autobiography) DOUHDG\�SUHJQDQW�ZLWK�-&3��GHVWLQHG�WR�EH�
WKH�¿UVW�RI�HOHYHQ�FKLOGUHQ��
6KLUOH\�ZDV�WKH�IRXQW�DQG�RULJLQ�RI�-&3¶V�GHYHORSLQJ�FRQVFLRXVQHVV��+H�LV�FOHDU�

about that in the Autobiography��+H�DQG�KLV�FODQ�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�URRWHG�LQ�'RUVHW�
DQG�6RPHUVHW� DQG� -&3�ZRXOG� ODWHU� WDNH� RQ� D�:HOVK� LGHQWLW\� EXW� LW�ZDV�6KLUOH\��
'HUE\VKLUH��ZKHUH�KH�¿UVW�WUXO\�EHJDQ�WR�VHQVH�DQG�FUHDWH�KLV�V\PEROLF�ZRUOG���������������������������
7KHUH�LV�D�URDG�KHDGLQJ�QRUWK�ZHVW�RXW�RI�WKH�YLOODJH��GHHS�FKDQQHOOHG��IHUQ�FRYHUHG�
DQG�RYHUDUFKHG�E\�EHHFK�DQG�RDN��7KLV�LV�VXUHO\�WKH�VDPH�WUDFN�WKDW�3RZ\V�GHVFULEHV�
in Autobiography as 

the narrow lane between high hedges leading down to the church I recall 
to this day, and it is one of my vividest memories, the exultation that 
poured through me like quicksilver, when walking once a little ahead of the 
perambulator, which carried my brother Littleton, I turned to the nurse-
maid who was pushing it and announced triumphantly that I was“The 
Lord of Hosts.” 

7KH�ZD\�KDV�QRZ�EHFRPH�WDUPDF�FRYHUHG�DQG�LW�IRUPV�D�URXWH�RXW�WKH�YLOODJH�IRU�
PRWRU�WUDI¿F��EXW�LW�VWLOO�JDYH�RII�DQ�LPPHPRULDO�WKULOO�WR�ZDON�WKHUH�ZKHUH�WKH�WKUHH��
RU�IRXU�\HDU�ROG�-RKQQ\�3RZ\V¶V�VWURQJ�PLQG�¿UVW�DSSUHKHQGHG�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�ZDV�
WKHUH�WR�EH�PRXOGHG�DQG�IDEXODWHG��+H�IXUWKHU�H[SODLQHG�LQ�KLV�Autobiography� 
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when I was suddenly transported with rapture in that little lane … as 
I stumbled along in the muddy ruts in front of Littleton’s perambulator 
pretending to be “the Lord of Hosts” it was a desire for some obscure 
magical power that inspired me. 3RZ\V�HOVHZKHUH�H[SODLQHG�LQ�KLV�6KLUOH\�
chapter of the Autobiography��the desire to be a Magician … is (the wish)… 
to exercise a certain supernatural control over my destiny. 

The power of an imaginative mind over its destiny and the power of the 
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�WR�PRXOG�WKH�OLYLQJ�ZRUOG�� WKHVH�DUH�NH\�3RZ\VLDQ�WKHPHV��7KHUH�
LV� D� ORQHOLQHVV� WR� WKDW� YLVLRQ� ZKLFK� ¿QGV� DQ� DQVZHULQJ� HFKR� LQ� VRXOV� OLNH� PH��
-&3�VSHDNV�WR�RXU�LVRODWHG�VHOYHV��EXUGHQHG�ZLWK�DOO�RXU�IRLEOHV�DQG�IDLOLQJV�DQG�
JUDSSOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�H[WHUQDO�ZRUOG�

Still in Lord of Hosts lane and beginning to walk towards the vicarage, I was 
VWDUWOHG�E\�WKH�VFUHDPLQJ�DQG�VFUHDNLQJ�RI�D�PDJSLH�FKDVLQJ�RII�D�PDUDXGLQJ�MD\��
The invading sound as the birds battered each other through the foliage made 
P\�FKHVW�SRXQG�ZLWK�VXGGHQ�IULJKW�� ,W�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�LQ�-&3¶V�ZRUOG��7KH�NLQJO\�
PLQG�VHW�WKDW�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�ZDV�PLQG�PDWWHU�DQG�FRXOG�EH�VKDSHG�E\�WKH�
HIIRUW�RI�ZLOO�ZHQW�KDQG�LQ�KDQG�ZLWK�D�VHQVH�RI�FRQVWDQW�WHUURU�DQG�XQHDVH��-&3�
traces his sense of lurking terror to the moment when as a child he threw a log 
LQWR� WKH� ODNH�DW�2VPDVWRQ�3DUN��WZR�PLOHV�ZHVW�RI�6KLUOH\���DQG�KH�ZDV�ZDUQHG�
E\�DQ�DGXOW� WKDW� WKH�SROLFH�ZRXOG�EH�FDOOHG��3RZ\V� UHPDLQHG� WHUUL¿HG� WKHUHDIWHU�
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by the neurotic fear that he could be dragged away at any moment and punished 
7KH�SV\FKRDQDO\WLFDOO\�PLQGHG�ZRXOG�VHH�3RZ\V¶V�wordless hearts-pulse cry of a 
human soul cherishing in its bosom a fear that it cannot reveal (Autobiography) 
DV�DQ�LQWHUQDOLVDWLRQ�RI�D�FKLOG¶V�WHUURU�RI�KLV�VWUDQJH�DQG�GRPLQDWLQJ�IDWKHU�ZKR�
ORRPV� OLNH� D� WLWDQ� LQ� WKH� DFFRXQW� RI� -RKQ� 3RZ\V¶V� HDUO\� OLIH�� 3HUKDSV� 3RZ\V¶V�
lifelong sadistic impulses were also a form of defence against terror, an urge to 
¿QG�FRQWURO�LQ�D�ZRUOG�WKDW�VZDUPHG�ZLWK�ULYDO�VLEOLQJV�DQG�ZKHUH�WKH�IDPLO\�ZHUH�
IRUFHG�WR�EHQG�WR�WKH�HQRUPRXV�HJR�RI�WKHLU�IDWKHU��
$V�,�ZDONHG�XS�WKH�ODQH��,�ZRQGHUHG�LI�WKHVH�ZHUH�WKH�VDPH�¿HOGV�WKDW�3RZ\V�

used to scour for froglings which he would then torture on the gravelled driveway 
WR�WKH�YLFDUDJH��+LV�IDWKHU�RQFH�FDXJKW�KLP�UHG�KDQGHG�LQ�WKHVH�VDGLVWLF�DFWV�DQG�
EHDW�KLP�RYHU�WKH�KHDG�DQG�GUDJJHG�KLP�DZD\�IURP�KLV�FUXHO�SDVWLPH��7KDW�DOVR�
ZDV�2.��,�WRR�VSHQW�D�FKLOGKRRG�XQGHU�WKH�KDUG�KDQGV�RI�DGXOWV�DQG�,�DFFHSW�FUXHOW\�
DV� SDUW� RI� QDWXUH�� LQFOXGLQJ�P\� RZQ�� ,W� UHVLGHV� LQ� HYHU\� IROG� RI� DQLPDWH� OLIH�� ,�
OLNH� WKH�ZD\� WKDW� -&3�GLVFHUQV� WKH�RFFXOW�KRUURU� OXUNLQJ� LQ�HYHU\GD\�� VHHPLQJO\�
LQQRFHQW�DFWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�VLJKW�RI�D�PRWKHU�VWRRSLQJ�WR�FDUHVV�KHU�FKLOG�XVHG�
WR�¿OO�KLP�ZLWK�GLVJXVW��7R�KLP��WKH�PRWKHU¶V�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�ZDV�D�FUXHO�LQYDVLRQ�RI�
D�FKLOG¶V�IUHH�VHOI��7KDW�KRUURU�FRXOG�DOVR�EH�VHQVHG�SUHWHUQDWXUDOO\�IURP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
ZRPE��+LV�FKDUDFWHU��:ROI�6ROHQW��GHVFULEHV�EHLQJ�QDXVHDWHG�E\�WDNLQJ�WHD�ZLWK�
his mother because that seemed to him an obscure reversion to those forgotten 
GLXUQDO�QRXULVKPHQWV�ZKLFK�KH�PXVW�KDYH�VKDUHG�ZLWK�KHU�ORQJ�EHIRUH�KLV�ÀHVK�ZDV�
separated from hers (Wolf Solent,1929).
-&3¶V� IDWKHU� ZLWK� KLV� volcanic intensity of earth-feeling (Autobiography) 

GRPLQDWHG�WKH�HDUO\�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZULWHU¶V�OLIH��,Q�IDFW��3RZ\V�DFNQRZOHGJHG�KH�GLG�
QRW�UHDOO\�EHJLQ�WR�OLYH�XQWLO�KH�ZDV�IUHHG�E\�KLV�IDWKHU¶V�GHDWK�LQ�������,�LPDJLQHG�
WKH�YDVW\�VKDSH�RI�YLFDU�3RZ\V�FUXQFKLQJ�GRZQ�/RUG�RI�+RVWV�ODQH�ZLWK�KLV�JUHDW�
boots with enormously thick soles (Autobiography) as he went striding out on his 
ORQJ�ERWDQL]LQJ�ZDONV��7KH�KD\�¿HOGV�WKDW�3RZ\V�GHVFULEHV�DUH�VWLOO�WKHUH�RQ�WKH�
HDVW�VLGH�RI�WKH�ODQH��7KHVH�ZHUH�WKH�JOHEHODQGV�ZKLFK�WKH�5HYHUHQG�3RZ\V�XVHG�
WR�UHDS�SHUVRQDOO\��

The old vicarage could be seen from a distance situated on a rise, looking very 
OLNH�WKH�����V�SKRWR�RI�LW�LQ�0RULQH�.ULVVGyWWLU¶V�ELRJUDSK\��Descents of Memory  
2007���3RZ\V�GHVFULEHG�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�DV�DQ�±�DEVXUGO\�ELJ�SODFH�IRU�D�PDQ�ZLWK�¿YH�
children …and a village …that never exceeded two hundred souls. (Autobiography)��
7KH�ROG�SKRWR�RI�WKH�KRXVH�VKRZV�D�ODUJH�FHGDU�RI�/HEDQRQ�RQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�VLGH��
7KH� WUHH�KDV�GRXEOHG� LQ�VL]H�RYHU�����\HDUV�DQG�QRZ�GRPLQDWHV� WKH�KRXVH�� ,W� LV�
WKH�ODVW�VHQWLHQW�VXUYLYRU�IURP�-&3¶V�GD\��0D\EH�LW�KROGV�GHHS�ZLWKLQ�LWV�IXUURZHG�
WUXQN�D�PHPRU\�RI�WKH�FULHV�DQG�IRRWIDOOV�RI�WKH�3RZ\V�FKLOGUHQ��
7KH�FRXSOH�PRYHG�LQWR�WKH�YLFDUDJH�RQ���VW�-DQXDU\������DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�IRHWDO�

-&3�� QR� GRXEW� DOUHDG\� K\SHUVHQVLWLYH� DQG� UHVHQWIXOO\� WU\LQJ� WR� VFRSH� KLV� QHZ�
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HQYLURQV�IURP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�DPQLRWLF�GDUN��7KH�KRXVH�LV�QRZ�D�SULYDWH�UHVLGHQFH�DV�
WKHUH�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�DQ\�JHQWOHPHQ�YLFDUV�WKHVH�GD\V��,�SHHUHG�XS�WKH�GULYH�WKLQNLQJ�
RI�WKH�GZDUI�K\GURFHSKDOLF�SRVWPDQ�FDOOHG�+HEHU�'DOH�ZKR�XVHG�WR�FRPH�VFXUU\LQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�PRUQLQJ�SRVW�IRU�WKH�3RZ\VHV�DFURVV�WKH�JUDYHO�DQG�,�WULHG�WR�GLVFHUQ�ZKHUH�
-&3�WROG�XV�KH�KDG�SXUVXHG�KLV�EURWKHU�/LWWOHWRQ�ZLWK�D�EHOO�URSH�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�
V\PEROLFDOO\�KDQJ�KLP��
7KH�KRXVH�LV�QRZ�VXUURXQGHG�E\�KHGJHV�RI�FOLSSHG�KROO\�DQG�KRUQEHDP��*RQH�

are the laurel shrubberies that the vicar used to hack at to the distress of his 
SUHFRFLRXV�VRQ��

There was a rattling of buckets and the clank of scaffolding poles from the rear of 
WKH�ROG�YLFDUDJH��6RPH�QHZ�LQFXPEHQW�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�XQGHUWDNLQJ�LPSURYHPHQWV��
2QH�ZRUNPDQ�LQ�SODVWHU�VSDWWHUHG�RYHUDOOV�HPHUJHG�WR�VWDUH�EDFN�DW�PH��,�ZRQGHUHG�
LI�3RZ\VLDQV�DSSHDU�DW�WKH�SODFH�HYHU\�GD\�OLNH�SLOJULPV�DQG�KDYH�EHFRPH�D�QXLVDQFH��
,I�VR��WKHUH�DUH�RQO\�WKH�ERRNV�WR�JXLGH�WKHP��WKHUH�DUH�QR�EOXH�SODTXHV�KHUH��
*UH\�VXIIXVHG�FORXG�HFOLSVHG�WKH�GD\��WKH�HDUWK�VHHPHG�SDUFKHG��1R�IURJOLQJV�DW�

DOO��WKH�SRQGV�KDG�SUREDEO\�EHHQ�JUXEEHG�RXW��$�WUDFWRU�JURZOHG�VRPHZKHUH�QRUWK��
,� ORRNHG� IRU� EXW� FRXOG� QRW� ¿QG� 3RZ\V¶V� IDYRXULWH�ZLOG� SODQW�� WKH� FXFNRR� ÀRZHU��
3HUKDSV�,�ZDV�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�WRR�ODWH�IRU�LWV�ÀRZHULQJ��&DUV�ÀLFNHG�SDVW��IDFHV�RI�ORFDOV�
SHHULQJ�DW�PH�ZRQGHULQJ�ZKDW�,�ZDV�DERXW��,�KDG�WR�NHHS�SUHVVLQJ�P\VHOI�LQWR�WKH�
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URDGVLGH�QHWWOHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DYRLG�EHLQJ�UXQ�RYHU��,W�VHHPHG�DV�LI�,�ZDV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�
QDWXUH�EXW�LW�ZDV�KLGLQJ�LWVHOI�IURP�PH��3RZ\V�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�ZH�VQDWFK�RXU�life illusion 
IURP�WKH�LQFKRDWH�UXVK�RI�HYHQWV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��+H�VD\V�WKDW�ZH�LPSULQW�RXU�RZQ�RUGHU�
RQ�UHDOLW\��,I�VR��,�ZDV�QR�JRRG�DW�LW��,�KDG�WULHG�WR�FUHDWH�P\�RZQ�P\WKRSRHVLV�E\�
FRPLQJ�WR�6KLUOH\�EXW�,¶G�ORVW�WKH�ZD\��,�WROG�P\VHOI�WKDW�WKH�GD\�ZDV�D�IDEOH�WKDW�
VKRXOG�FUHDWH�LWV�RZQ�RUGHU�IURP�FKDRV�EXW�QRWKLQJ�ZDV�FRPLQJ�IRUWK��
$�EXWWHUÀ\�JXLGHG�PH�DW�WKH�PRPHQW�,�ZDV�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�IHHO�PRVW�FDVW�GRZQ��1DWXUH�

OHQW�D�KDQG�DV�HYHU��,�JHQHUDOO\�JHW�P\�GLUHFWLRQ�IURP�WKH�HDUWK\�DQG�WKH�XQGHU�HDUWK\�
FKWKRQLDQ�GHSWKV��$V�-&3�ZURWH��the earth is actually and literally the mother of us all 
(A Glastonbury Romance,�������0\�H\H�FDXJKW�WKH�FRSSHU\�VSLUDO�ÀLJKW�RI�D�FRPPD�
EXWWHUÀ\�DQG�IROORZHG�LW�XQWLO�LW�FDPH�WR�UHVW��ÀLFNLQJ�LWV�VFDOORSHG�ZLQJV�E\�WKH�HGJH�
RI��D�W\UH�UXW�LQ�WKH�WXUI�RXWVLGH�WKH�ROG�3RZ\V�UHVLGHQFH��$OO�RI�VXGGHQ��,�UHPHPEHUHG�
UHDGLQJ�ZKHUH�-&3�GHVFULEHG�KLV�RQO\�PHPRU\�RI�FKLOGKRRG�FUHDWLYLW\�±�one solitary 
constructive activity … a passion for erecting at the edge of the shrubbery by the 
drive numerous replicas of Mount Cloud composed of damp earth-mould covered 
with moss. 7KH�FRPPD�EXWWHUÀ\�PXVW�KDYH�VKRZQ�PH�WKH�YHU\�VSRW�ZKHUH�-&3�RQFH�
REVHVVLYHO\�VKDSHG�KLV�PXG�VLPXODFUD�RI�WKH�KLOO�WKDW�,�DOVR�ORYH��+H�FDOOV�LW�µ0RXQW�
&ORXG¶�LQ�KLV�DXWRELRJUDSK\�EXW�LW�LV�QRZ�NQRZQ�DV�7KRUSH�&ORXG�
7KRUSH�&ORXG�LV�VHYHQ�PLOHV�QRUWK�RI�6KLUOH\��<RX�FDQ�SUREDEO\�JOLPSVH�LWV�GLVWLQFWLYH�

VXJDU�ORDI�KXPS�IURP�WKH�XSSHU�ZLQGRZV�RI�WKH�ROG�YLFDUDJH��,W�VLWV�LQ�'RYHGDOH��D�
VRXWKHUQ�RXWOLHU�RI�WKH�3HDN�'LVWULFW��,W�LV�DQ�XSWKUXVW�ULGJH�RI�FDUERQLIHURXV�OLPHVWRQH�
WKDW�RQFH�IRUPHG�D�UHHI�LQ�DQ�DQFLHQW�VHD��,W¶V�EDUHO\�D�WKRXVDQG�IRRW�KLJK�DQG�WUDYHUVHG�
E\�WKRXVDQGV�RI�KLNHUV�HYHU\�\HDU��\HW�UHWDLQV�DQ�DLU�RI�P\VWHU\��,�ZRQGHU�LI�3RZ\V�
slightly misremembered the name of the high place when he wrote of it in faraway 
1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH��µ7KRUSH¶�LV�DQ�ROG�6FDQGLQDYLDQ�QDPH�IRU�IDUP�DQG�WKHUH�LV�D�VPDOO�
IDUPVWHDG�WXFNHG�LQWR�WKH�VORSHV�RI�WKH�KLJK�JURXQG��$�QHDUE\�YLOODJH�DOVR�FDUULHV�
WKH�VDPH�QDPH�µ7KRUSH¶��µ&ORXG¶�LV�D�ZRUG�RI�ROG�(QJOLVK�RULJLQ�PHDQLQJ�µVWRQ\¶�
RU�µURFN\¶��3RZ\V�GHVFULEHV�WKH�SHDN�DV�WKH�YHU\�omphalos of England��+H�VD\V�LW�
is a hub like the boss of a shield around which is arrayed all the villages of south 
'HUE\VKLUH��7R�KLP��WKH�KLOO�SRVVHVVHG�D�QRGH�RI�P\VWHULRXV�SRZHU�WKDW�V\PEROLVHG�
DOO�WKH�PDJLFDO�SRWHQWLDO�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�VR�LW�GRHV�WR�PH��
7KDW¶V�ZK\�LW�ZDV�VXFK�D�WKULOO�WR�GLVFRYHU�-&3�ZULWLQJ�RI�WKH�feeling of immensity 

produced by that grassy hill…a conical tumulus…it will always remain to me 
synonymous with sublimity (Autobiography). How wonderful to discover that my 
own entelechy �IDYRXULWH�3RZ\VLDQ�ZRUG��P\�RZQ�VHOI��GHWHUPLQLQJ�OLIH�SULQFLSOH�KDV�
WUDFNHG�EDFN�E\�VHFUHW�URRWV�WR�VHOI�DFWXDOLVH�DQG�PHUJH�ZLWK�3RZ\V¶V�RZQ�UHYHUHQFH�
IRU�7KRUSH�&ORXG��$OO�WKLV�FDPH�EDFN�WR�PH�ZKHQ�,�VDZ�WKH�FRPPD�EXWWHUÀ\�DOLJKW�RQ�
WKH�PRXOGLQJ�VRLO�QH[W�WR�WKH�YLFDUDJH�GULYH��,W�VRPHKRZ�HQFRXUDJHG�PH�WKDW�SHUKDSV�
,�ZDV�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�WUDFN�DIWHU�DOO��
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5HQHZHG�� ,� VWURGH� LQWR� WKH� YLOODJH� ORRNLQJ� IRU� ZKDW� VXUYLYHG� RI� 3RZ\VLDQ�
6KLUOH\��7KHUH�ZHUH�D�JRRG�IHZ�FRWWDJHV�IURP�-&3¶V�GD\�LQWHUVSHUVHG�ZLWK�PRGHUQ�
LQWHUORSLQJ�EXQJDORZV��1R�RQH�ZDV�DERXW��1R�VKDSHV�EHKLQG�ZLQGRZV�IDU�OHVV�WKH�
YLVLRQ�RI�DQ�ROG�ZRPDQ�VWUDQJOLQJ�D�PDLG��D�VWDUWOLQJ�VLJKW�WKDW�-&3�RQFH�GLVFHUQHG�
through the window of a stuccoed cottage RQ�WKH�$VKERXUQH�URDG��+RXVH�VSDUURZV�
VHW�XS�D�WUHPHQGRXV�TXDUUHOOLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZLVWHULD�WKDW�FRYHUHG�WKH�ROG�1DWLRQDO�6FKRRO�
WKDW� KDG� EHFRPH� D� SULYDWH� UHVLGHQFH��7KDW¶V�ZKHUH� WKH� YLOODJH� NLGV�ZRXOG� KDYH�
JRQH�IRU�VFKRROLQJ�LQ� WKH�����V�ZKLOH� WKH�\RXQJ�3RZ\V�UHDG�Alice Through the 
Looking-Glass WR�KLPVHOI�LQ�WKH�YLFDUDJH�GLQLQJ�URRP��

I entered the little grey church described in the Autobiography��,�VHQVHG�KXVK�
DQG�VKDGRZ��VPHOO�RI�GXVW\�FDUSHWLQJ�DQG�ROG�ZRRG��6XQOLJKW�RQ�WKH�WUHHV�EH\RQG�
WKH�ZLQGRZV�PDGH�PH�WKLQN�RI�-&3�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�VDPH�SDJDQ�RDN�IROLDJH�EH\RQG�
WKH�JODVV�ZKLOH�KLV� IDWKHU�SUHDFKHG�KLV� ORQJ�VHUPRQV��7KHUH�ZDV�D� OLVW�RI�YLFDUV�
IUDPHG� RQ� WKH� ZDOO� JRLQJ� EDFN� WR� WKH� ��WK� FHQWXU\� LQFOXGLQJ� 3RZ\V�� &KDUOHV�
)UDQFLV��UHFWRU������WR�������+LV�SDWURQ�ZDV�OLVWHG�DV�WKH���WK��)HUUHUV��RQH�RI�WKH�
6KLUOH\V��WKH�ORFDO�DULVWRFUDF\�DQG�NLQ�WR�WKH�3RZ\V�FODQ����������������������
$� ZLQG� ZDV� ULVLQJ�� WKH� ZKHDW� EULVNLQJ� LQ� WKH� QHLJKERXULQJ� ¿HOGV� ZLWK� DQ�

DQVZHULQJ�URDU�LQ�WKH�OHDYHV�RYHUKHDG��,�SUHVVHG�P\�EDFN�WR�WKH�EDQN�VLGH�EHHFK�
URRWV�WU\LQJ�WR�IHHO�WKH�WUHH�ÀH[�GHHS�GRZQ�LQ�LWV�HQWUDLOV��,�IHDU�P\�RZQ�LQDUWLFXODF\�
DQG�DP�FRPIRUWHG�E\�3RZ\V¶V�GRJJHG�FRQVWDQW� VWUXJJOH�ZLWK� IDLOXUH��+H�VKRZV�
XV� ZH� DUH� DOO� WHUUL¿HG� FKLOGUHQ� DELGLQJ� ZLWKLQ� RXU� FKDQJHOLQJ� DGXOW� VHOYHV�� %\�
DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKLV�ZHDNQHVV��LW�KHOSV�XV�VHH�PRUH�FOHDUO\��,I�\RX�UHDG�3RZ\V��\RX�
are a recusant, at odds with a world that is destroying nature and turning away from 
VHULRXV�FRQFHUQV��

Sinking into the forgiving bank of Lord of Hosts lane, I tried to suck in the warm 
ORDP\�DLU�PRUH�GHHSO\��,�ZDQWHG�WR�IHHO�P\�earth-bulk burying itself deeper and 
deeper within this living mass (A Glastonbury Romance���,�DOVR�ZDQWHG�3RZ\V�WR�
SXOO�KLV�SURWHFWLYH�ZLQJV�DURXQG�PH��,�PLJKW�KDYH�VHHPHG�VWUDQJH�WR�DQ\�SDVVHUV�
E\� EXW� ,�ZDV� KDSS\� OHW� WKHP�ZRQGHU��Every artist is a fanatic,� -&3� VD\V� LQ� KLV�
DXWRELRJUDSK\��7KH�SODQHW�VHHPHG�WR� WLOW�XQGHU�PH�WKDW�VROVWLFH� WLGH�DQG�,�FRXOG�
IHHO�XV�JRLQJ�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�GDUN�EXW�,�ZDV�QRW�DIUDLG���,�FDOOHG�RXW��µ,�WRR�FDQ�EH�WKH�
/RUG�RI�+RVWV�¶

Photographs of ‘Lord of Hosts Lane’ and Shirley Vicarage courtesy of Rod Madocks
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$� VKRUW� OLVW� RI� LWHPV� IURP� P\� 3RZ\V� IDPLO\� FROOHFWLRQ� GLVSOD\HG� DW� WKH� �����
FRQIHUHQFH�

Littleton Albert Powys �G��������ZKR�FDOOHG�KLPVHOI�µ387¶��L�H��D�FKLOG¶V�DWWHPSW�DW�
SURQRXQFLQJ�WKH�QDPH�$OEHUW��

��� SKRWR�DOEXP��FRPSLOHG�E\�KLV�PRWKHU�$PHOLD�3RZ\V��ZLWK�D�OLVW�RI�FRQWHQWV
��� framed travelling photo
��� ZDWHUFRORXU�RI�/LWWOHWRQ¶V�WRPE�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ
��� slim book, Heavy Charges and Big Game��ZULWWHQ�E\�µ387¶��DQG�SXEOLVKHG�

�������������SRVWKXPRXVO\�E\�KLV�PRWKHU�LQ�����
��� DUWLFOH��µ0\�5LFK�%HDUGHG�8QFOH�IURP�,QGLD¶��PS Newsletter 1R�����$SULO������

Dorothy Mary Powys �������������HGLWRU��HWF
��� 2 issues out of an unknown number of The Victoria, a manuscript family

�������������PDJD]LQH��������������ZLWK�KDQG�SDLQWHG�FRYHUV
��� photo of covers in colour
3. article: The ‘Victoria’, PS Newsletter��1R�����-XO\�����

Gertrude Mary Powys �������������HGLWRU��HWF
���  The Caddis Worm��0RQWDFXWH�IDPLO\�PLVFHOODQ\��IURP�����
���  list of contents

It is a nice coincidence that both The Victoria and The Caddis Worm�VWDUWHG�LQ�������
WKRXJK�'03�ZDV�WKH�PXFK�\RXQJHU�HGLWRU�

Stephen Powys Marks
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Dorothy Cheston and John Cowper Powys, Part 2

[Part 1 of this article by Susan Rands about Dorothy Cheston and JCP appeared in 
Newsletter 91, July 2017]

7KHUH�LV�D�IXUWKHU�LQWHUHVWLQJ�UHIHUHQFH�WR�'RURWK\�&KHVWRQ�LQ�-&3¶V�GLDU\�IRU������
ZKHQ�KH�ZDV� VWD\LQJ� LQ�/RQGRQ�RQ�KLV� ODVW� VXPPHU�YLVLW�EHIRUH� UHWXUQLQJ� WR�8.�
SHUPDQHQWO\� LQ� ������ 2Q� -XQH� ��th� ����� KH�ZULWHV��Went to lunch with Dorothy 
Cheston. Arnold Bennett was in excellent spirits & very decent to me ... nice as he 
could be – he looked much younger & less worried than when I saw him last. Showed 
them the page proof of my book [1] & he rallied me on its length. Their little girl 
[2] is exactly like her father; very independent but under her father’s control she 
becomes obedient but just plays the rogue with Dorothy. Dorothy looked beautiful 
in summer hat & frilled gown ... Arnold Bennett gave me excellent whisky but drank 
nothing himself. Talked with D about him while he listened amiably shrugging his 
shoulders & chuckling benevolently. He denies writing potboilers.
/DWHU�WKDW�GD\�-&3�ZDV�WDNHQ�LQ�WKHLU�FDU�WR�3HWHU�-RQHV¶V�JUHDW�VKRS��RQ�WKH�FRUQHU�

RI�6ORDQH�6TXDUH��where I called for Frances >�@��$IWHU� YLVLWLQJ� DQ� H[KLELWLRQ�RI�
SDLQWLQJV� E\�'�+��/DZUHQFH�ZKLFK� WKH\� WKRXJKW� repulsive� >�@ -RKQ� WRRN�)UDQFHV�
WR�WHD�ZLWK�,VREHO¶V�IULHQG�1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ�>�@��WKHQ�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG�
WKH�¿UVW� IRXU�RI� WKHLU�¿YH�FKLOGUHQ�DW�5LYHUFRXUW� >�@��D�¿QH�ELJ�KRXVH�E\� WKH�ULYHU�
VWDIIHG�E\�D�KRXVHKROG�RI�VHUYDQWV��7KHUH�VKH�UHDG�KHU�SRHPV�WR�-RKQ�DQG�)UDQFHV�
most beautifully��$OWKRXJK�/OHZHO\Q¶V� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ� LV�ZHOO�
HVWDEOLVKHG� ,� KDG� QRW� SUHYLRXVO\� UHDOLVHG� WKDW� VKH� NQHZ� -RKQ� DV�ZHOO��7KH\�ZHUH�
EURXJKW�WRJHWKHU�DJDLQ��DV�LW�ZHUH��E\�WKH�ODWH�5LFKDUG�0D[ZHOO�ZKHQ�KH�FRPSDUHG�
them as historical novelists in a talk to the Society which was published in the Powys 
Journal,�9RO�9,�������>�@�
,Q� ����� -&3�ZURWH� WR�0DOFROP�(OZLQ� WR� WKDQN� KLP� IRU� WZR� ERRNV� (OZLQ� KDG�

sent him – his biography of Landor (Savage Landor��������DQG�Old Gods Falling 
��������-&3�JLYHV�VHYHUDO�SDJHV�RI�UHDVRQV�ZK\�KH�LV�QRW�PXFK�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�/DQGRU�
and much preferred Old Gods Falling�>�@�ZKLFK�KDV�D�VHFWLRQ�RQ�%HQQHWW��We were 
brought up, he says, in an atmosphere of debate and discussion about Wells, Bennett, 
Galsworthy etc etc and might even have seen them as I did see Bennett and even got 
into his diary by reason of having been an intimate friend of Dorothy Cheston [9], 
his second wife. I went to see him once in Cadogan Square and again in Amberley 
near Arundel >��@�



��

1RWHV�E\�&KULV�7KRPDV
[1] He is probably referring to The Meaning of Culture�� ODWHU� SXEOLVKHG�E\�:�:��1RUWRQ� LQ�86$�� LQ�

6HSWHPEHU������
[2] $UQROG�DQG�'RURWK\¶V�GDXJKWHU�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ������DQG�QDPHG�9LUJLQLD�0DU\�
>�@�&KULV�:LONLQVRQ�VDLG�LQ�DQ�H�PDLO�WR�PH��GDWHG����������WKDW�)UDQFHV�>)UDQFHV�*UHJJ��:LONLQVRQ���

���������@�ZRUNHG�IRU�D�WLPH�DV�HGLWRU�RI�WKH�LQ�KRXVH�PDJD]LQH�� WKH�µGazette¶��DW�3HWHU�-RQHV�LQ�
6ORDQH�6TXDUH��6KH� ODWHU�ZHQW� WR�ZRUN� IRU� WKH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�VHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�Daily Chronicle��7KLV� MRE�
¿QLVKHG�LQ������ZKHQ�WKH�Daily Chronicle�FORVHG�GRZQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�&KULV�)UDQFHV�PXVW�KDYH�KDG�
D�µEROW�KROH¶�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�/RQGRQ�LQ������EXW�KH�GRHVQ¶W�NQRZ�H[DFWO\�ZKHUH�WKLV�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�
DOWKRXJK�LW�LV�NQRZQ�WKDW�VKH�GLG�OLYH�IRU�D�ZKLOH�DW�DQ�DGGUHVV�LQ�:HVWERXUQH�6WUHHW��:��DQG�IRU�D�WLPH�
DW�3RZLV�*DUGHQV�LQ�.HQVLQJWRQ��)UDQFHV¶V�OHWWHUV�WR�KHU�PRWKHU�DQG�-&3¶V�OHWWHUV�WR�)UDQFHV�LQ������
DQG������SURYLGH�VRPH�LGHD�RI�WKH�SRRU�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�KHU�KHDOWK�DV�ZHOO�DV�KHU�ZRUN�DW�3HWHU�-RQHV�DW�
WKLV�WLPH��

>�@�7KH�H[KLELWLRQ�RI�'�+��/DZUHQFH¶V�RLO�SDLQWLQJV�DQG�ZDWHUFRORXUV��ZKLFK�-&3�YLVLWHG�ZLWK�)UDQFHV��
ZDV�KHOG�DW� WKH�'RURWK\�:DUUHQ�*DOOHU\� LQ�0D\IDLU�DQG�RSHQHG�RQ����-XQH�������$OPRVW��������
SHRSOH�YLVLWHG�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�-XQH�DQG�2FWREHU��+RZHYHU�WKHUH�ZHUH�FRPSODLQWV�DERXW�WKH�
H[SOLFLW�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�RI�WKH�SDLQWLQJV�DQG�FULWLFDO�UHYLHZV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�WKH�QHZVSDSHUV��
/DZUHQFH¶V�SDLQWLQJV�ZHUH�GHIHQGHG�E\��DPRQJVW�RWKHUV��5RJHU�)U\��*ZHQ�-RKQ��/\WWRQ�6WUDFKH\��
9LUJLQLD�:RROI�DQG�&OLYH�%HOO��2Q���-XO\� WKH�JDOOHU\�ZDV�UDLGHG�E\���SROLFHPHQ�ZKR�FRQ¿VFDWHG�
���SDLQWLQJV��7KH�SDLQWLQJV�ZHUH�HYHQWXDOO\�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�JDOOHU\��7KH�SROLFH�DOVR�FRQ¿VFDWHG�DQG�
GHVWUR\HG�FRSLHV�RI�D�ERRN�ZLWK����FRORXU� UHSURGXFWLRQV�RI�/DZUHQFH¶V�SDLQWLQJV��SXEOLVKHG�� LQ�D�
OLPLWHG�HGLWLRQ��E\�WKH�0DQGUDNH�3UHVV��LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ��ZKLFK�DOVR�LQFOXGHG�DQ�
LQWURGXFWLRQ� E\� WKH� DUWLVW��$OWKRXJK� -&3� GLVOLNHG�/DZUHQFH¶V� SDLQWLQJV� KH� GLGQ¶W� WKLQN� WKH\�ZHUH�
REVFHQH�±�KH�PDGH�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�LQGHFHQF\�DQG�REVFHQLW\�PXFK�DV�'�+��/DZUHQFH�KLPVHOI�
did in his treatise Pornography and Obscenity �&ULWHULRQ�0LVFHOODQ\�1R����)DEHU�DQG�)DEHU��SXEOLVKHG�
ODWHU�LQ�������-&3�UHDG�/DZUHQFH¶V�QRYHO�Lady Chatterley’s Lover, which had been privately printed in 
)ORUHQFH�LQ�������EXW�ZDV�XQLPSUHVVHG��+RZHYHU�KLV�YLHZ�RI�/DZUHQFH�ZDV�QRW�FRPSOHWHO\�QHJDWLYH��
,Q�D�OHWWHU�WR�-DPHV�+DQOH\�GDWHG���th�$SULO�������-&3�UHIHUUHG�WR�/DZUHQFH¶V�eloquent and wonderful 
lyric psychology��,Q�Autobiography�KH�UHIHUV��V\PSDWKHWLFDOO\��WR�/DZUHQFH¶V�dark Gods and says he 
admires his attack on spiritual love, but adds that Lawrence lacked profound insight into the meaning 
of the psychic mystery of Agape��0DQ\�\HDUV�ODWHU�-&3�WROG�/RXLV�:LONLQVRQ�KH�KDG�D�WHUUL¿F�DIIHFWLRQ�
and devotion to D.H. Lawrence. 2Q�'�+��/DZUHQFH¶V�SDLQWLQJV�VHH��The Paintings of D.H. Lawrence 
�0DQGUDNH�3UHVV���������The Vultures and the Phoenix�E\�5REHUW�0LOOHWW��$UW�$OOLDQFH�3UHVV�������
and D.H. Lawrence’s Paintings�E\�.HLWK�6DJDU��&KDXFHU�3UHVV���������)RU�D�VWXG\�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ�/DZUHQFH�DQG�-&3�VHH�Phoenix and Serpent: D.H. Lawrence and John Cowper Powys by 
*OHQ�&DYDOLHUR��Powys Review��1R����:LQWHU��������)RU�&KDUOHV�/DKU¶V�SULYDWHO\�SULQWHG�HGLWLRQ�RI�
Lady Chatterley’s Lover�PHQWLRQHG�E\�-&3�LQ�KLV�GLDU\����th�$XJXVW�������VHH��T.F. Powys’s Favourite 
Bookseller, the story of Charles Lahr�E\�&KULV�*RVWLFN��3RZ\V�+HULWDJH�6HULHV��&HFLO�:RROI��������

>�@�6HH�QRWH�RQ�1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ�LQ�Newsletter�����-XO\�������S�����1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ�GLHG�LQ������DW�
KHU�KRPH�LQ�&DUUDGDOH�LQ�.LQW\UH�LQ�6FRWODQG��6XVDQ�5DQGV�UHPHPEHUV�DWWHQGLQJ�D�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�
meeting on 13th�0D\������DW�/LGGRQ�+RXVH��6RXWK�$XGOH\�6WUHHW��LQ�/RQGRQ��ZKHQ�1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ�
JDYH�D�WDON�WR�WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�DERXW�KHU�UHFROOHFWLRQV�RI�/OHZHO\Q�3RZ\V��WKH�HYHQW�ZDV�DGYHUWLVHG�
LQ�WKH�0DUFK������Newsletter��S�����

>�@ 5LYHUFRXUW�KRXVH��0DOO�5RDG��+DPPHUVPLWK��ZDV�1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ¶V� IDPLO\�KRPH�EHWZHHQ������
DQG������ZKHUH�VKH�OLYHG�ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG��WKH�ODZ\HU�DQG�ODERXU�03��*LOEHUW�5LFKDUG�0LWFKLVRQ��
7KH�KRXVH�ZDV�EXLOW�LQ������RQ�WKH�VLWH�RI�WZR�HDUOLHU�HLJKWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�KRXVHV��6RPH�HLJKWHHQWK�
FHQWXU\�IHDWXUHV�KDYH�EHHQ�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�EXLOGLQJ��,Q�WKH�����V�1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ�DQG�KHU�
KXVEDQG�IUHTXHQWO\�KRVWHG�SDUWLHV�DQG�JDWKHULQJV�DW�5LYHUFRXUW�IRU�WKHLU�IULHQGV��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�DUWLVWV�
DQG�ZULWHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�:\QGKDP�/HZLV��$OGRXV�+X[OH\�DQG�(�0��)RUVWHU�ULYDOOLQJ�PHHWLQJV�RI�WKH�
%ORRPVEXU\�*URXS��7RGD\�WKH�KRXVH�FDQ�EH�HDVLO\�YLHZHG�IURP�WKH�7KDPHV�3DWK��7KH�DFDFLD�WUHHV�



��

RSSRVLWH�WKH�KRXVH��ERUGHULQJ�WKH�ULYHU��ZHUH�SODQWHG�E\�1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ��7KH�KRXVH�LV�FXUUHQWO\�
RFFXSLHG�E\�/DW\PHU�3UHS�6FKRRO�

>�@ ‘3RULXV��0LWFKLVRQ�DQG�WKH�3HULRG�&KDUDFWHU�RI�+LVWRULFDO�)LFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�:DUV’.�5LFKDUG�0D[ZHOO�
RULJLQDOO\�GHOLYHUHG�D� WDON� WR� WKH�3RZ\V�6RFLHW\�DW� WKH������FRQIHUHQFH�DW� WKH�5R\DO�$JULFXOWXUDO�
&ROOHJH�LQ�&LUHQFHVWHU�FDOOHG��µ$EULGJHPHQWV��3RZ\V��1DRPL�0LWFKLVRQ�DQG�+LVWRULFDO�)LFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
7ZHQWLHWK�&HQWXU\¶�

>�@ 0DOFRP�(OZLQ¶V Old Gods Falling LV�D�VXUYH\�RI�(QJOLVK�OLWHUDWXUH�IURP������WR������DQG�LV�QRWDEOH�
IRU�WKH�DXWKRU¶V�UHYDOXDWLRQ�RI�SDVW�OLWHUDU\�UHSXWDWLRQV�

>�@� -&3¶V� UHIHUHQFH� WR� KLV� ORQJ�WHUP� LQWLPDWH� IULHQGVKLS� ZLWK� 'RURWK\� &KHVWRQ� SURYLGHV� FRQFOXVLYH�
evidence of their close relationship, discussed in Newsletter ����-XO\�������SS��������

>��@�2Q�-&3¶V�YLVLW�WR�%HQQHWW�DW�KLV�ÀDW�LQ�&DGRJDQ�6TXDUH�VHH��John Cowper Powys and Arnold Bennett 
E\�5�/��%ODFNPRUH��Powys Newsletter���������������&ROJDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��)RU�-&3¶V�YLVLW� WR�
%HQQHWW�LQ�$PEHUOH\��ZKLFK�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�������VHH�JCP’s Letters to Llewelyn��9RO����SS�������

Reading JCP’s 
Homer and the Aether (see p.2.)


