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In order to  m ark the recent appearance of M ock’s Curse, a collection of n ineteen 
previously unpublished stories, the focus of this issue of the Newsletter is very 
m uch on T. F. Powys. T his in itself is pleasing, since we try, over tim e, to ensure 
that the Newsletter presents a balanced view of all m em bers of the Powys family, 
bu t it has also given us the opportun ity  to  welcome several new contribu tors, 
including E laine and Barrie M encher, d irectors of T h e  Brynmill Press, and 
David G ervais, H onorary Fellow in English at the U niversity of Reading. 
D r Gervais will, incidentally, be publishing a m uch longer essay onT . F. Powys 
in the journal English during 1996.

A lthough T heodore may, on this occasion, stand  at the front of our atten tion , 
we have n o t neglected the o ther m em bers o f the family. T heodora S cutt has 
followed h er earlier piece on Katie Powys w ith a beautiful and illum inating essay 
on G ertru d e , an  essay which m akes a fitting prelude to  the exhibition o f her 
paintings w hich is to be shown at this year’s C onference. T he exhibition (which 
includes some recently restored works) has been arranged by F rank  K ibblewhite, 
who is also giving a lecture on G ertrude  at its opening.

S tephen Powys M arks, drawing upon his own collection of family papers, has 
assem bled a fascinating account of Charles Francis Powys, his elder b ro ther 
L ittle ton A lbert Powys, and their elder half-sister Philippa K night in their 
infancy w hich, am ong other things, shows how early in  life some of the abiding 
characteristics o f ‘T he Powys F a th e r’ were established.

In  addition , we have an interview  with Frances K ingshott, who recalls the 
Powys household  in Burpham  (extracts from a previously unpublished Blank 
Verse Autobiography w ritten by John C ow per Powys in his twenties will be p rin ted  
soon). One thing which makes the study of the Powys family so rewarding, apart 
from the in trinsic value of their work, is the wealth of m aterial which rem ains to 
be explored, published and discussed -  enough to keep bo th  the Journal and the 
Newsletter am ply supplied for m any years to come.

Also published with this edition o f the Newsletter is an index to the first tw enty- 
five issues. T his valuable aid has been com piled w ith infinite patience and 
m eticulous care by S tephen Powys M arks, to whom  we offer sincere thanks.

Beyond the Newsletter, the activities of the Society are thriving. The Powys 
Journal volum e v is now in the final stages o f p roduction  and prom ises to equal 
the rem arkable achievem ents of the first four issues.T hat a society such as ours is 
able to produce an annual journal of this quality and stature is surely som ething 
in which we can all take pride.

Details of the Annual C onference, published in this issue, prom ise an exciting 
event, and rem em ber, it is still n o t too late to  book your place for the whole
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3 From a covering letter fromT. F. Powys to Mrs Stracey, accompanying an exercise book 
containing seven poems.This letter forms part of the Bissell Collection.
4 See H. Coombes, T. F. Powys (Barrie and Rockliff, i960).
5 Powys had a copy of Also Sprach Zarathrustra in his library. He also possessed The 
Brothers Karamazov. I am grateful to Mrs Elaine Mencher for a list of Powys’s books in 
the Bissell Collection. The books are now part of The Powys Society Collection in the 
Dorset County Museum.
6 Henry James, The Critical Muse: Selected Literary Criticism (Penguin, 1987), 425.
7 See Graves’s The Brothers Powys (Oxford University Press, 1984), passim.
8 See Madame Bovary: Nouvelle Version Precedee des Scenarios Inedits, ed. Jean Pommier & 
Gabrielle Leleu (1949). In this connection it should be stressed that Powys too made 
several drafts before arriving at his final text. It is only the absence of full editions of his 
work that makes us overlook this. See, for instance, The Only Penitent, which is discussed 
later.
9 Mock’s Curse: Nineteen Stories, ed. Elaine & Barrie Mencher (Brynmill, 1995). The 
ongoing Brynmill edition of T. F. Powys is playing a vital part in making his work 
better known.

The Brynmill Press

T he Brynm ill Press was founded in 1970 by Ian R obinson and David Sims, then 
lecturers at the University College of Swansea, to publish  books of high 
intellectual quality b u t w ritten  in non-specialist language -  the thought being 
that the national culture had  splintered into a Babel of m utually 
uncom prehending jargons and  th a t each of these had  lost its relation to the 
hum ane centre. T he books published included, for instance, Rush R hees’s 
edition of Ludwig W ittgenstein’s rem arks on F razer’s The Golden Bough. Difficult 
as some o f W ittgenstein’s thoughts may be, they are n o t couched in some 
herm etic jargon, b u t represent the workings of a d istinguished  m ind on and 
through the com m on language.

By the 1990s the Brynm ill list contained some fifty titles, including pam phlets, 
poetry, fiction, literary criticism , theology and philosophy by known, well- 
known and virtually unknow n w riters.

T he presen t w riter had read Mr. Weston’s GoodWine while at school in the early 
’50s and enjoyed the hum our, vitality and, above all, the surprising  presence of 
G od in a novel so full o f tw entieth-century  paradox and ironic subtlety. B ut it was 
w ith the general policy of the Press that he was involved for som e years before its 
m anagerial restructu ring  in 1993.

T he policy on fu ture publications rem ains, fo r the p resen t, focused on T. F. 
Powys. N aturally, as an established w riter it is easier for such an under-m anned  
and under-financed firm  as ours no t to  lose, in this way, w hat few assets it has, 
w hilst at the sam e tim e redeem ing to som e extent the relative neglect into which
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wished to  refresh his m em ory as to w hat the kings o f England did when 
they were short o f money. H e inform ed h im self that they robbed, 
m urdered , taxed unjustly, and seized from  the fatherless and the widows 
their last farthing.

Or, as a sam ple of the so rt of prose w hich I find hard  to distinguish from 
poetry, take this quotation  from ‘D arkness and N ath an ie l’:

N athaniel sat upon a low stool; he stretched  ou t his arm s over the bare 
table and laid his forehead against the cold wood. N athaniel shivered in 
the darkness.

In this ill h o u r despair came to him , creeping like a snake along the 
m uddy lanes, and, entering the cottage by a crack in the wall, coiled itself 
around the h eart of N athaniel as he leaned over the table. N athaniel saw 
him self now as an old m an, entirely foresaken and m iserable, who had all 
his life cheated him self into believing that L ight was his friend.

As soon as N athaniel Crew knew h im self and knew w hat he was, a 
presence entered the room . D arkness was com e.

N athaniel travailed in spirit. H e sadly lam ented his case in moving 
words; his soul leaned upon dea th  and his h eart floated in a pool of the 
blackest melancholy.

Now, I w on’t m aintain thatT . F. P. always makes com fortable reading. H e has 
a way of expressing hum an sin w hich makes me, at least, feel p re tty  guilty. I try  to 
improve, b u t ...

I t w asn’t until 1983, w hen I read the new ly-published Graves biography o f the 
Powys b ro thers, tha t I becam e aware that several novels by T. F. P. rem ained 
unpublished. Such a situation seem ed intolerable.

T he next year, opportunely, I suddenly received a ’phone call from K enneth  
H opkins, offering to reply to som e queries o f m ine w hich the Secretary o fT h e  
Powys Society had  passed on to him  to deal w ith .T h is led  to a delightful series of 
visits to tea in  the N o rth  W alsham bungalow, w here K enneth  told us all about the 
Powyses and T h e  Powys Society. He talked enthusiastically  about his wonderful 
collection o f books and would send me hom e each tim e w ith  a bund le  of precious 
volumes, some on loan and some as gifts. H e also len t me photocopies o f a 
num ber of m anuscrip ts of then unpublished stories byT . F. P., som e of w hich are 
am ong the finest he w rote and  are contained in the new B rynm ill volum e, M ock’s 
Curse. Som e o f those photocopies were faulty, w ith the odd  page m issing, bottom  
lines cut off, or the right or left m argins m issing, b u t in la ter years Francis 
Feather, who owned the original m anuscrip ts, m ost generously provided us with 
com plete copies, for which we shall be everlastingly grateful.

In 1986, hoping to be able to read unpublishedT . F. P. m anuscrip ts, I told Ian 
Robinson I was going to visit Francis Powys and T heodora  S cu tt in D orset. He 
said (having som e time ago had  sight o f the novel for one day while examining a 
doctoral d issertation , and finding it good) ‘Ask Francis Powys where The Market
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Bell is’, and told me it had  always been his d ream  to publish a com plete T. F. 
Powys ed ition .T hus began no t only rewarding friendships with Francis and Sally 
Powys andT heodora , b u t the Brynm ill Powys Series itself. In 1987 Francis, w ith 
John Powys’s help, found the typescrip t of The M arket Bell at ‘Restfield’ and 
posted it to  me with perm ission to publish  w hatever we wished that was free of 
o ther pub lishers’ rights. A few m onths later the typescript of Cottage Shadows 
arrived in the post, sent by Francis -  I had never even heard  o f it befo re.T h is is a 
ra ther sim plified version of w hat actually happened , and it is in  this fashion that 
I m ust continue, otherwise I ’d have to write a book -  and I am incapable of that, 
being no so rt of w riter whatsoever.

I t was during  1989, w hen we were still working on The Market Bell, that 
M r E. E. Bissell m ost generously allowed us to  borrow  and photocopy his large 
collection o f unpublished T. F. P. m aterial, including tha t superb drawing o f the 
au thor by W illiam Roberts which I though t would make a fine frontispiece, bu t 
which becam e p art of the dustjacket of B rynm ill’s first tw oT. F. P. publications. 
I had no peace of m ind till the precious cargo was re tu rned  by Securicor to 
M r Bissell.

Reading through this new m aterial led to my contacting the H arry  Ransom  
H um anities Research C en ter in Texas, because the first page -  and therefore the 
title -  o f one of the finest item s in the Bissell Collection, a short story  in 
m anuscrip t, was missing. Ian  had  given me a rough list of the Texas items m ade by 
a research s tuden t of his and I checked through  just in case one of the titles m ight 
be a likely one.Yes, surely this m ust be it: a typescrip t o f‘T heT w o C hairs’.T he H . 
R. C. very kindly provided a copy o f the first page -  and it tallied. O h, joy! T hey 
even, la ter on, sent me photocopies of all their T. F. P. catalogue index-cards.

T he only unpublished item s w hich M r Bissell d id  no t let me take away the first 
time were a num ber of rough drafts, because he though t they were quite illegible. 
Having glim psed one of them  and been able to read a little I m anaged to persuade 
him  to let m e borrow  them  later on. W hen they arrived I set abou t deciphering 
those of w hich I had no other version. As my norm al daily work was done at the 
piano, this task could only be done during m eals. It was no t ideal for the 
digestion, for there were times w hen I w ould get quite breathless as Powys’s very 
original ideas came surfacing through to the light. Over the m onths I m anaged to 
identify som e items w ithout titles and to decipher ninety-odd per cent of each of 
the unpublished item s, and M r Bissell filled in the rem aining gaps for m e. I 
w asn’t always sure I was reading correctly, yet I knew such rem arkable notions 
could no t possibly be com ing out of my head, and it was a w onderful experience 
to be in contact with such an am azing fertility of original ideas. Perhaps you will 
understand  my doubts as to the correctness of my readings when I explain that 
no t only does the handw riting at first glance look illegible b u t, because it was 
m eant only for the au tho r’s use, m any of the words are incom plete and m any of 
the plural s’s are om itted.

14



F��� � �� � � � �� � ���� � � � � � ���� ��� ��� � �� ���� � � �� �� � �������� � � ���� � �� � �� �� ��� �� � ���
�������- � 	 � ��	 � ����� � � � ����� �� �� � � �� �� � � � 	 � ����������� � ����� � � ���� �� ���� � � � �������
� � �� � � �� �� � ���� ���� ������ � ��������� � �� �������������� � �� ��� ������	 � ��� �����	 � � � �� � �� ��
� � � � � � ��� � ��� � � �� � � � �� � � � ��� 	 � �� � ��� � �� �� � ���� � � � � ����� � � � � � � �� �� � �� � � �� �� ���
� ��� �� � �� � �� � � � � ��� � �� �� � � � � � �� �� � �	 � �� � � �� �� � �� ��� �� � ������� � ���

� ������� ���/ �	 � ����(� ����� � �������� � � �� � � � � � ���� � ��� � � 	 � � � ��� � �� �� �6� � � �" � �� � ��
� ���� � �< � ���0������ � ��� �� 	 �� � � � � ����	���� �� � ��� �� �� � �� �� ��� �� � �����	 � � �� � ��� � �����
�� ������ ���0��� � � � �� ��� � � �� � � � � �� � � � ��� �� �� �?�68 ���� � �� ����� ��� � �1 � � � � � �7� � � �� ����
������� � ���� � ����� ������� � � ���� �� �	 �0

� � � � � �� � � � �� 9� ��� � � �� �� � � � � � � � � 	 � ��� �5� �5�� � �D� � � � � �� � � �� �� �� 	 � � � � � � �� ��
�� � � � ����� � �������� � �� �68 �0��� �6, ��0��� � � ��������?�6,����� � ������� � �� � �1 � � � � � �7��� �
� � � � � �� ����� � ���������� ������ � � � � ��� �� �	 �0F�������� � � � �� � � ������� � ���� � �� � �� �� � � � ���
�� �� � �� � ��� � �� 	 ?�68 ���� � � � ��O�� ��� � � 1 � � �� �O����� � � �� �� ���0�� � � �� � �� �� � � ��� � � � �
� � ���� ��� ��� � �� � �� �� ������ ���� � �, �������� ����� ���� � �� � � � ��� �� � ��� � �9 � �� ���	 � � �� �� ��
�� � � � ���� �� � �� ���	 �� �� � ��� �� �� � 7� � � � � � � � � ��� � ��� ��� � ��� �� � � �� � ��� ��� � ����������
��� ��� ��� 	 � � � � � �� �� � ������ �� � � 	 � �� � �� � 	 � � � ���� � � ��� �� � �� � �� � � ������ � � � �� � � � �� � � � �
�� � � ��� � � ��� ����������� � ��� � ��� ���� �� � � � � �� � � �� ��� � �� 	 �� � ��������� 	 � ����

� � � � � � � ���	 � ���� � �� �� � � � ������� � � ��� � ��������� � ������ � � ��� �� �� ����� �� � � � � �� �H
�����F���� � � �� �� �� � ��� ����� ����� ������ � ����� ����� �� � �� �� � ��� ��������� �������� � � ��������
�� � � ����� � �� �� � �5� �� � � � � � � � � ���� � � 	 � �� � � � � �� � � �� � �� � � � � ���� �� � � � � � �� �� � � � �
� � � �� � �� �� � � � � 	 � �� � ����� �� � �� � �5�� ���� � � �� �� �� ������ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � �� ����
� �� � �� � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � � � � �� / � �� ���� � �� �� � � � � � �� 	 � � � ������ � �� � � � � � � ��� � � �
� ���� �� � �� �� 8 ���� ������ � �� � � � � � � ����� � � ��� � � �� � � � � � � � � ������� �� ����5��������	 �
� � � �� �� �� ��� �� � � � � � ��� � � �������� ���������� �� � � �������F���� 	 � � � �� ���������� ������
� � � �� � ��� � �/ � � ��	 � � ��� � � � ��� � � ���� �� � �� �� �	 �� � � �� �� � ��� � �� � � � ��� �� � � � 	 � � � �� � ��
�/ � �� ���� � ���� � �� ������ � � ����� � � � � � �� ������ ��� � � � ��$ � � �� � � �� � �� � � �� � � �� � 	 � � ��� �
� � ��� � ���� 9� ��� � 	 ������� � � � � � � ���� �� ��� ���� ����� �� � �� � � � �������� � �� � ��� � � � 	 ���
�� 	 �5�� �� � �� � �� � � �� � ��� ����� � � � � � �� �� � � � �� � � � � �� ������� � � � ��� � �� � �! �����

� � �� � ��0��� � ������� � � �� �� � ���� �� �/����� � ������ � � �� �� � � �� ��� �� � � ��� � ������ ���	 ���
� ��� � � � ��� �� ��� ���� � � � � �� �� � � �� ����� ���� �� � �� � 	 �� � �� �� ������ ����� �� � �% ��'��1 ���� � ��
�� � � � � ��� � �� � �������� � � ���� ��� ��0�� � ����� � ���� � � � ��� �� � � �� �� � � � � �� � � � ���� �� � ��
� � ��� � ��� � �� � � � � � � 	 � � ���� � � � � � � �� �� � ��� � � � �������� � � ���� � �� � ��� � � � � � � �� �� �, �����
)**J�! ����� � � � � ����� � � ���� 	 � � �� ������ � �% �� '��1 �< � ��� �! � ���� � � � ��� �� � �� � � �! �������
� � � � � � � �� � � � � ����� � �� � ��� � �� � �� �/��� � � � ��� �� �� �� � � �� � �� � � � � 	 � �� �� � � � ��� � ��� � �
�/ � � � �� �� ���� � � ! ����� � �� �� � � � ��� �� ��� � �� � � ��� ��	 � � �� 	 � �� � � ��� � �� � � �� �� � � � �� ���5�
������ �� �� �� ��� ���� ��� � ��� � ��� � ��� � �� � � �	 � ����� ��� 	 ���" �� � ��������� � ��� � �� �/��������
� ���� � � � � � ��� � �� � � �� �� � �� � � � � �� �� � � � � �� � �� �� � � � � �� � �� �� � � ��� �� � ����� � �� ���
� � � � � ��� � � � � � � ��� ��� �� � �� ��� �� � ���� � � � ���� � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � ��� � �� � � � � � � � � ����� �� ��
����������� ����� ��� � � ���� ���� � 	 � � � �� ��� � ����� � ����	 �� � � � � ��	 ����� � 	 � � �������� � � � �
�� � �� �� �� ������� �� �� ���  � � �� � � � � � � � �� �� ���� �/���� � � �� � �� � � � � �� �� � � � � � � 	 � �� �� ��
� ���� �� �� � � � �� � � ���� � � �� 	 � � ������ � � � �� � � 	 � � � �� �� � � � � ���� � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � ������
�������� � �� � ��� ����� � � �� � � � �� � � ������ � � ������� � �� �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � ���� � ��� � � ����

2�



m ixed up at some tim e, so that only the last three exercise books of the fifteen 
were the latest version. We await the arrival o f the correct one.

Well, I found so m any things, so I had be tte r stop here. Finally, I had to teach 
m yself to use a com puter, in  order to p u t everything onto a p roper database. I 
m ust confess that at one po in t I took the thing back to  the suppliers and asked 
them  to take it back because it was ruling my life!

B rynm ill’s next publication will be The Sixpenny Strumpet.'We are sorry it has 
been so long arriving, bu t Ian  Robinson has been working on it and his work is 
well w orth  waiting for.

O ur deeply felt thanks go to Francis Pow ys,T heodora S cutt, M r E. E. Bissell, 
F rancis Feather, G erald Pollinger and the H arry  Ransom  H um anities Research 
C enter, Texas.

E la in e  M encher

Review
Mock's Curse: Nineteen Stories by T. F. Powys.

The Brynmill Press, Denton. 1995. 213pp. Casebound. 
isb n  0 907839 58 4. £16.00

Mock's Curse is a collection of nineteen h itherto  unpublished  stories by T. F. 
Powys. T he book provides a characteristic range of T heodorian  m oods, from 
som bre reflections upon m ortality  and the general unpleasantness of people in a 
world obsessed by m aterial possessions, to light com edy and even near farce. 
T here  are no fresh insights to be gained into Powys from  this collection, though 
in a num ber of cases there is fu rther evidence of his consum m ate artistry  as an 
exponent o f the short story genre. H e was able to  pace his tale-telling w ith such a 
sure touch , and he does so to particu lar effect here in ‘Two C hairs’ and ‘the 
W idow ’. Powys’s dialect writing invariably gives rise to argum ent over its 
accuracy and effectiveness, b u t in the following exam ple from ‘Two C hairs’, it is 
possible to see how the rhythm s established carry  the passage forw ard, and how it 
is then  held back by a near repetition  as Jacob M oss tires in his search for his wife, 
‘she do  walk tired ’:

‘H as a wom an been seen hereabouts, who do w ear one o f they dresses 
w ith little spots and flowers and whose shoes be sixes?’And then  he w ould 
add w ith a deep sigh, ‘I do n o t m ind the h a t she d id  wear.’ Even if the one 
he stopped was in a hurry , Jacob would always say, ‘She d id  leave a poor 
d runken  m an for his wicked ways and d id  go a-travelling, and she do walk 
tired .’

Well she m ight have walked tired, for ten  years were now gone since 
Jacob M oss passed this way and that, always moving on. (98)
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T hese stories contain a fine array of vintage Powysian nam es. N am es were 
always of great im portance to  Powys, and even in a story  as slight as ‘D ora P ine’, 
he m anages to create an aura around  the nam e in  question. D ora is a saintly 
housekeeper abused by those she works for. At the beginning of the story she 
stands her ground against a robber who duly prom ises to m end his ways. D ora 
eventually becom es too old and ill to  work and is d ispatched  to  the workhouse. 
I t is the sim plicity w ith w hich Powys juxtaposes ‘p au p e r’ and ‘P in e’ in the last two 
sentences th a t establishes the dram atic effect w ith such a characteristically light 
touch.

W hen the carriage stopped at the workhouse gates, the m an whom  Jacky 
had  thought so easy to  gull, rode by. B ut, upon  seeing D ora, he reined in 
his horse and looked at h er curiously.

‘Is your nam e D ora Pine?’ he asked.
‘Yes,’ she answered.
‘I have kept my prom ise,’ he said, in a low tone, and  then  tu rn ing  to M r. 

Biles, he asked, ‘W hat are you doing with her here?’
‘M y duty ,’ replied M r. Biles, in  his surly m anner. ‘I am  taking her to the 

house; she is a pauper.’
‘Excuse m e,’ said the stranger. ‘She is D ora P ine .’ (68)

T. F. Powys stories frequently  indicate their au th o r’s deb t to his reading, and 
the stories in M ock’s Curse have their fair share o f literary allusions, used 
generally to establish an ironic gap betw een the world of learned , literary 
reflection, and  the rural m anners recorded in the stories. M r Pompey, a lowly 
dissenting preacher, sets his h ea rt upon becom ing the new Parish Clerk. T he 
sum m oning up of Boswell and D r Johnson is thus a w onderfully resonant way of 
beginning the tale:

Dr. Johnson lowered his head , his m outh  opened  widely, and he looked 
glum , when Boswell observed slyly, ‘Sir, if  you h ad  taken to the law, you 
m ight have been Lord C hancellor!’ (17)

Powys’s asides are always in teresting, and we have two particularly  im portan t 
instances in M ock’s Curse. T he first is at the beginning o f the title story, the second 
comes at the beginning o f ‘T he W idow ’. ‘M ock’s C u rse ’ is a w onderfully weird 
Powysian tale which charts the changing relationship  betw een two bro thers after 
their m other dies. T he prologue o f it highlights Powys’s refusal to com prom ise; at 
issue for him  is the m eans whereby life, judged in the O ld Testam ent as a ‘cu rse’, 
may be transform ed into a blessing. For Powys, the O ld T estam ent view o f life 
may only be redeem ed if the N ew T estam ent is read  and understood  properly; 
and for Powys that will never happen  while ‘the polite language o f m odern tim es’ 
predom inates. M odernity  is g reed, egoism and selfishness, ‘T h e  blessed hope of 
the N ew T estam ent lies n o t in the will to power, bu t in  the u tte r renunciation of all 
vaunted selfhood’. (9)

In  this we see w hat Powys’s am bitions for his stories were, a stark con trast to
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‘Telling Lives’: The Art of Biography
Saturday 19 A u gu st Arrival from  2pm

5.45 D inner
7.00  P r iv a te  v iew  of the  G ertrude  Powys Exhibition,

D orse t C ounty  M useum
7.30 Frank K ibble w h ite  1����	&��!����)�!������� �&�!������
8.30 R ecep tion  

Sunday 20 A u gu st
8.00 Breakfast
9.15 M ich ael B a llin   ���� 	���:#�����&�$��%)� �����+	�� �%�$ � �%�(�������=

��������������� 	�����������
10.30 Coffee
11.00 John W illiam s  /� 5/� !����)�� � $�������������� � ��&���
12.45 L unch
2.00  M orine K rissd o ttir  '������ ��&� �	��
3.15 Tea
4.00 Sven  E rik  T ackm ark  � � �#�%��* ����� � � � � �������!����
6.30 D inner
7.45 O liver and C h risto p h er  W ilk inson  1������ ��� ����(��%)�(��&����

%��" �����>4?4�' �� �� ��%���� � ��������!����  
M onday 21 A u gu st

8.00 Breakfast
9.15 C harles Lock  ���� �&��%��3�&����)�#��������������������&����

(���������%�(�3�������
10.30 Coffee
11.00  H erb ert W illiam s 5��" �������������
12.45 Lunch

F ree A ftern oon  and C o m m ittee  M eetin g
5.00  A n n u al G en era l M eetin g
6.30 D inner
7.45 S y lv ia  T ow nsend W arner: A  C eleb ratory  E ven ing  

T uesday 22 A u gu st
8.00 B reakfast and  D eparture .

T here  will be a book sa le  at the C onference, so please bring as m any 
books as you can (preferably w ith Powys connections) to  donate.

It is s t ill n o t too  late to  book  a p lace for the w h ole or any p art o f  th is  
C on feren ce  p ro g ra m m e. *��������� � � � �� � ���� �%� ��&������/
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Chairman’s Report

T he C harity  Com m ission requires a repo rt by the C hairm an for each calendar 
year. T he following is a sum m ary of the activities o f the Society for 1994. T he 
C hair’s rep o rt at the 1995 A nnual General M eeting in  A ugust will include an up­
date of events in 1995.

T he A nnual General M eeting was held in A ugust 1994, and the officers and 
C om m ittee re-elected by a unanim ous vote. As well as m any inform al m eetings of 
the officers, the C om m ittee o f the Society m et th ree tim es, in  F ebruary , A ugust 
and D ecem ber. T he Publication C om m ittee also m et three tim es. T he following 
initiatives were discussed, approved and carried  out.
1 A m em bership  survey and questionnaire was devised, d istribu ted  and ana­
lysed. A satisfactory response from  m em bers elicited m uch useful inform ation. 
T he results were discussed at the 1994 C onference and a sum m ary published in 
the N ovem ber Newsletter.T his tim e-consum ing task was carried through prim a­
rily by the Secretary, John B atten  and the Vice C hairm an, Paul R oberts.
2 T he Peter Powys Grey C ollection of G ertrude Powys paintings was bough t by 
the Society as the foundation o f a G ertrude Powys Collection. Professional 
conservation was carried o u t and a public exhibition has been arranged at the 
D orset C ounty  M useum , opening in A ugust 1995.
3 T he Peter Powys Grey Collection of Powys books was also purchased. 
Som e were retained for the Powys C entre, bu t the C om m ittee decided that since 
m em bers often find it difficult to obtain ou t-o f-p rin t Powys books, they would be 
p u t to best use by being sold to m em bers. T he response was enthusiastic.
4 T he Bissell G ift was transported  to and deposited  in the Powys Room  at the 
D orse t C ounty  M useum . Sorting and prelim inary cataloguing was carried on 
th roughout 1994 by volunteers, although m uch rem ains to  be done .T he m useum  
is installing a data-base system and eventually a m ore detailed catalogue will be 
available on this, with possible in terne t connections w ith o ther collections 
around the world.
5 Also in connection with the Powys C entre, the Advisory C om m ittee on Gifts 
and B equests m et on 23 A ugust to discuss new acquisitions, fu tu re plans for the 
housing o f literary collections, possible grants for archival preservation and 
storage etc.
6 T he D orse t C ounty M useum  is planning a new ‘L iterary  G allery’ and the 
officers and Com m ittee have spent considerable tim e and effort insuring tha t the 
Powyses and their circle are appropriately represented. T he G allery presen ts an 
im p o rtan t opportun ity  for public education in regard to the Powys family.
7 T he Publication C om m ittee was also busy in 1994. As well as overseeing the 
publication o f the annual Journal, edited by Peter Foss and Louise de B ruin and 
the tri-annual Newsletter, edited  by Paul R oberts, they published The Quiet M an of 
Dorset by Francis Powys and A  N et InWater: A  Selection from the Journals of M ary
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tions, walks and other activities; overseeing the publications o fT he Powys Press; 
contacting m em bers and non-m em bers on Society business; organising public­
ity; eliciting ideas and following them  up; attending meetings. T his work is no t 
confined to com m ittee m em bers alone; the Society depends on all its m em bers, 
since it is no t possible in the natu re  of things th a t the same people can be expected 
to do the same jobs, year in and year out. T he rem arkable expansion of the 
Society’s undertakings in recent years has engendered an increase in m em ber­
ship, and I w ould urge others to  consider w hat they may have to contribute in the 
coming years to the activities set in train . I m ight add that, having been engaged 
in the Society’s affairs for the past twenty-five years, I can testify to the 
enrichm ent of one’s life such involvement can bring , bo th  in friendship and  in 
m ental stim ulus. H ard w ork it may be, bu t the rew ard is there.

G len C avaliero, P re s id en t o fT h e  Pow ys S o c ie ty

4�������

It seems to m e, looking back across the years, th a t b o th  G ertrude  and her younger 
sister K atie, whom  she cared for, led deeply tragic lives -  perhaps no t so m uch 
Katie, for so passionate and bew ildered a soul was bound  to make heavy w eather 
of the voyage of life; bu t certainly G ertru d e , who, w ithout K atie, would certainly 
have m ade a m uch greater m ark as an artist, m ight well have m arried  and would 
have enjoyed a full social life. I d o n ’t for one m om ent think that she considered 
herself a tragic figure -  she had chosen her own course, the course of sisterly duty, 
love and com passion. B ut som eone had to keep an eye on Katie, to say the least, 
and no one else was suitable or even offering, except Willie in Kenya. However, 
no t only could K atie no t cope w ith his way o f life (the very lively social side, I 
believe, no t the farm ing) b u t she was very hom esick indeed and only too thankful 
to get hom e to D orse t -  Kenya isn’t  everyone’s cup of tea. And th a t b rough t her 
back to  G ertru d e  at Chydyok, whence she’d started .

Chydyok is a very long m ile from East C haldon village, up  a track that to this 
day isn’t m uch fun, being bo th  steep and stony for m ost of its length; having then 
no electricity and  no telephone and no neighbours at all. I believe the w ater 
supply, save for the rainw ater barrels, was im perfect also. G ertru d e  had  spent 
m ost of her life either at M ontacute Vicarage w here, as h er fa ther’s ‘right- 
hand m an ’, she m ust have been very far from  idle, or at G reenhill Terrace 
in W eym outh where taking care of an active b u t senile father m ust also have 
kept her pre tty  busy. In b o th  places she was too busy to learn m uch of housew ork 
even had the necessity been there. She was used to  servants, and good ones. 
Chydyok farm house, now surplus to  the requirem ents of the estate, was a 
com plete contrast. T he lack of electricity and ho t-and-co ld  running  w ater was
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no t likely to  trouble G ertru d e , who had  never know n either. B ut n o t m any 
people like housew ork and if one genuinely doesn ’t know how to go abou t it, 
one likes it a great deal less and  it is even m ore tiring. In  addition , it is to rtu re  
to be forced by dire necessity to  do one thing when o n e’s soul is aching w ith  the 
need to do another; and G ertru d e  was only less com m itted  to h er pain ting  than  
she was to  her sister. I d o n ’t  know how long it took h er to find som eone in  East 
C haldon who would go up  twice a week or so to do the rough w ork and the 
washing, b u t until she did life m ust have been very difficu lt.lt m ust have resolved 
itself fairly soon, however, fo rT heodore  knew and was m uch  liked by everyone in 
the village, and G ertrude  h erself rapidly becam e very well-liked and respected. 
T hen , too, work m eant m oney, w hich m ost families in the village were m uch 
in need of.

G ertru d e  had none too m uch o f it herself .W hen she m ade a b lue hooded  cloak 
to keep off the rain  (causing h e r sister-in-law  to nicknam e h er ‘T h e  W ise Old 
G oa t’ from  M aryT ourte l’s ch ild ren ’s strip story abou t R upert B ear in the cu rren t 
' � ����� � ��2  she d id  so because she could n o t spare the m oney for a good raincoat. 
W hen she wore her skirts to the knee and called dow n m ore snorts from  Violet, 
who wore hers to the ankle, it was for the same reason: she co u ld n ’t afford the 
extra three or four yards of m aterial -  a t least, it was certainly for tha t reason to 
sta rt w ith, b u t G ertrude  quickly realised how practical i t  was to w ear skirts that 
d id n ’t drag in  the long grass and  m ire of the track. She never wore trousers, the 
u ltim ate in practicality, save w hen working with her bees. N early everything the 
sisters w ore was hom e-m ade. G ertru d e  knitted as lo t (and I believe she ha ted  it) 
and knitted  well, even at one tim e experim enting w ith a knitting m achine. K atie, 
m ost fortunately, was an absolutely first-class gardener, and m ade w hat m ust 
have been a fairly hopeless slope of chalk into a very fertile vegetab le-and-fru it 
garden. I d o n ’t th ink they ever needed to buy vegetables or soft fru it. K atie’s few 
apple trees were her only failure, b u t apples are no t hard  to come by. T hey  d id  not 
have fowls because of the heavy population of foxes, b u t V iolet and T heodore  
always had  m ore eggs than  we needed. I t was only after we left for M appow der, I 
fancy, tha t Chydyok needed to  buy eggs. T here was always a p len itude o f wild 
fruit and m ushroom s on the Dow ns. G ertrude m ade jam s and jellies, she dried 
and pickled m ushroom s, and even walked to  Lulw orth for sam phire for pickling. 
She gave us some once, and V iolet said, ‘Silly nonsense!’ and threw  it o u t after 
one taste. I m ust adm it tha t pickled sam phire isn’t  a patch  on fresh, b u t i t ’s no t at 
all bad , and  fresh sam phire sim ply doesn’t travel. She w ould m ake m ead too, 
from  the residue of the honey; although neither G ertru d e  nor anyone else could 
m atch Joyce G ill,T h eo d o re’s friend, in making m ead.

T he bees m ust have been a g reat consolation to G ertru d e . She was intensely 
in terested  in them  and though t and felt about them  as I would feel ab o u t a herd  of 
cows -  all individuals, yet all p a r t  o f the beloved, valued and valuable m ain herd . 
Some of them  m ade a nest in the fram ework of the house itself, betw een the
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