
Hope Hal!, U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Exe te r,  was the a p p ro p r ia te ly  
named venue fo r  th is  yea r 's  Conference. A la rg e r  number 
o f  delegates than usual a r r iv e d  in time fo r  a s h e r ry  
reception held th rc  igh  the  g en e ros ity  o f  B i l l  D egenhard t 
who could not a t tend  the meeting due to i l l  hea lth .

The lec tu res  by  Glen Cava lie ro , Charles Lock, and 
Nikolai T o ls toy , o bv ious ly  well rece ived , were e ru d i te  and 
e n te r ta in in g .  An innova tion  was an a fte rnoon  o f  fou r  
d iscussion g roup s  on d i f fe re n t  top ics . Some delegates 
expressed f ru s t r a t io n  at not be ing  able to a t tend  all o f  
them; s u re ly  a s ign o f  th e ir  success.

One h ig h l ig h t  o f  the Conference was the even ing  ' In  
Honour o f  Isobe l'.  S tephen Powys Marks produced  a l ive ly  
and g race fu l s c r ip t ,  d raw ing  from his own p r iv a te  co llection 
o f  Powys fam ily  le t te rs .  We hope th a t  i t  gave as much
pleasure to Isobel as i t  gave to the res t o f  us.

The long Annua l General Meeting conta ined business 
o f  im portance to the fu tu re  o f  the  Society (see separate 
r e p o r t ) .  I t  was followed by the pe re n n ia l ly  popu la r  Book 
Sale, p res ided  ove r  by  Franc is  Fea ther. By then we were 
hopelessly beh ind  schedule , b u t  O l iv e r  W ilk inson, the last 
le c tu re r ,  m iracu lous ly  calmed us down and drew us back 
in to  a charmed c irc le  o f  la u g h te r ,  adm ira t ion  and 
fe llow sh ip .

In tense and sometimes tense, b u t  always e x h i la ra t in g  
and w a rm -n a tu re d ,  the Exe ter Conference w ill be one to 
remember.



SOCIETY EVENTS, WINTER 1989

A Walk around Chaldon H e rr in g  

Sunday, Jan. 15, 1989.

A member has suggested th a t  i t  would be 
app ro p r ia te  fo r  a Society devoted to the Powyses to 
get toge the r  occasionally to wa lk . U nde te rred  by 
w in te r ,  we are a r ra n g in g  a walk a round Chaldon fo r  
Sunday, January  15. Members {and family and 
f r ie n d s )  should meet at "The  Sa ilo r 's  R e tu rn "  pub at. 
11.30-12 i f  they  wish to buy an ea r ly  lunch . The
walk will leave from the pub at 1.00pm sha rp .  We can 
walk past special Powysian haunts in the v il lage  and, 
weather and stamina p e rm it t in g ,  thence to C hydock , 
fo rm er home o f  L lewe lyn , A iyse , G e rtru d e  and Katie. 
The Chairman is l iv in g  te m p o ra r i ly  in Chaldon and 
in v ites  the walkers back to tea.

The walk is not s trenuous b u t  wear wellies and 
warm c lo thes. There  is no charge b u t  small donations 
to the Society are always welcome.

Could you please contact Morine K r is s d o t t i r  { t e l . :  
0305 852 028) i f  you wish to come.

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

THE POWYS SOCIETY WEEKEND CONFERENCE 1989 

WILL BE HELD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX 

SEPTEMBER 15th -  17th 1 989.

MARK IT IN YOUR D IAR Y. FULL DETAILS IN 

NEXT NEWSLETTER.



THE POWYS REVIEW
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Members will be pleased to hear th a t  the re  will 
be two issues o f  the Powys Review in 1989 and th a t  
the p r ice  to the Society w ill be the same as last year 
-  £8.10 in c lud ing  postage, per member, fo r  the two 
issues. Th is  was agreed at the f i r s t  meeting o f  the 
new Committee held on November 5 th . A t  th a t  meeting 
a " fu l l  and f ra n k "  d iscuss ion took place conce rn ing  
the h is to r ic  connection between the Review and the 
Socie ty . Th is  was an im portan t c la r i f ic a t io n  and 
reco rd in g  o f  a ra th e r  unusual re la t io n sh ip .  Because 
some members at the last A .C .M .  were obv ious ly  
unaware o f or confused abou t, th is  re la t io n sh ip ,  the 
main po in ts  should be repeated here.

1. The Powys Rev iew began und e r the auspices o f  the 
Society and the f i r s t  4 issues were pub lished  by 
the Society.

2. In 1 979 the e d i to r ,  Belinda H um frey , assumed fu ll 
f inanc ia l and ed ito r ia l con tro l o f  the Review. She 
is the owner and pu b lish e r  o f the Review.

3. The re la t io nsh ip  o f the Review to the Society is, 
th e n ,  one o f tota l independence, on both sides and 
has been since 1 979. The Society buys its  members 
the jou rna l at the m arket p r ice .  Th is  is an 
unusual s i tu a t io n ,  poss ib ly  un ique , amongst l i te ra ry  
societies.

4. T h is  re la t ionsh ip  has advantages fo r  the Society: 
the Society has no ed ito r ia l o r f inanc ia l say in 
the Review b u t  ne ith e r  is it. in any way responsib le  
to i t  o r  fo r  i t .

5. E qua l ly ,  the re la t ionsh ip  has advantages fo r  the 
owner o f the R ev iew : she is not accountable e i th e r  
f in a n c ia l ly  o r e d i to r ia l ly  to the Society and she 
has an assured market o f  ove r  200 su b s c r ip t io n s .

Th is  loose connection of equals has gen e ra l ly  worked 
we ll;  i t  is to be hoped th a t  i t  con tinues in one form 
or ano the r.  I t  is essen tia l, how ever, tha t  all members 
unde rs tand  p rec ise ly  what the re la t io nsh ip  is — one 
o f p e cu l ia r ly  Powysian independence.



PROFILES ON MEMBERS
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Many members commented e n thus ias t ica l ly  on th is  
column so we will con tinue  i t .  AJI_ members are in v ite d  
to send in (no more than )  200 words about themselves 
and th e ir  in te re s t  in the Powyses. In the  meantime we 
con tinue  p ro f i le s  o f  the members o f  the Committee.

Tim H y m a n :_V ice Chairman

I was born in 1946, b ro u g h t  up in London and 
educated at C harte rhouse . A t  17 I went to the Slade. 
A f te r  many d i f f ic u l t  yea rs , when 1 fe l t  in tense ly  
isolated as a pa in te r  ( l iv in g  fo r  ten years in a Sussex 
v i l lage ) my w ork  began to be shown, and I had a 
series o f  one-man exh ib i t io n s  in London. Towards the 
end o f  the seventies I 'd  pub lished essays in defence o f 
F ig u ra t iv e  pa in te rs  such as Beckmann and B a lthus , 
and I was asked to mount, a con trove rs ia l e xh ib i t io n  o f 
the equ iva len t B r i t is h  contem porar ies. " N a rra t ive  
P a in t in g s " tou red ,  and I began to le c tu re  w ide ly .  In 
1980-81 I made the f i r s t  o f th ree  p a in t in g -a n d - le c tu re  
t r ip s  to Ind ia .  I moved back to London and in 1982, 
m arr ied . In 1983-84 I was 'a r t is t - in - r e s id e n c e 1 to 
L incoln Cathedra l.

I f i r s t  read J .C .P .  in 1966 and in 1970 I fe lt  
impelled to w r i te  on A G las tonbu ry  Romance. T ha t 
essay led to contact w ith  Wilson K n ig h t ,  who pu t me in 
touch w ith  the Powys Society. I owe several las ting  
f r ie n d s h ip s  to th is  obsession; and John Cowper has 
p roba b ly  shaped my aesthetic  more than any s ing le  
pa in te r .

Stephen Powys M arks: Committee Member

Spending much o f  his time w r i t in g ,  b u t  in v e ry  
d i f fe re n t  fashion from his i l lu s t r io u s  g re a t-u n c le s ,  
Stephen Powys M arks, a rc h ite c t  and Fellow o f  the 
Society o f  A n t iq u a r ia n s ,  earns his l iv in g  t ra v e l l in g  all 
over the c o u n try  ta k in g  pub lic  in q u ir ie s  on p lann ing  
m atte rs , and w r i t in g  decisions and re p o r ts  on them. 
Bu t the pen w o rk  (o r ,  these days , the e lec tron ic  
process ing o f  words) does not s top the re :
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he ed its  an annual jo u rn a l ,  the T ransac t ions  o f  the 
Association fo r  S tudies in the Conserva tion  o f  H is to r ic  
B u ild in g s  (a small professional s o c ie ty ) ,  and the 
tw ic e -y e a r ly  new s le tte r  o f  the London Topograph ica l 
Society (o f  which he was fo r  many years the 
s e c re ta ry ) ,  making c o n t r ib u t io n s  both to these and to 
the P °wy s Review and o the r  jo u rn a ls .  He has been 
respons ib le , as des igner or p u b l is h e r  o r bo th , fo r  
va r ious  re p r in te d  books, maps, and v iews, in c lu d in g  
the Powys Society 's  new lea fle t,  g ree t in gs  cards and 
o the r  small w o rks ,  and the re - issue  in 1981 o f  his 
g ra n d fa th e r  A .R .  Powys's Repair o f A nc ien t B u i ld in g s. 
He is an av id  co l lec to r  o f  books, amongst them p r iv a te  
press books, books on a rc h ite c tu re  and the h is to ry  o f  
London, and, o f course, books on and by members o f 
the Powys fam ily ; he also collects wood e n g ra v in g s .  
He and his wife l ive  in a spacious V ic to r ia n  v ica rage 
in Somerset.

Paul Ro b e r ts; Committe_e Member
I was born  in Southampton in 1953 and was b ro u g h t  

up the re  and in W inchester, the e ldest o f  f ive  
c h i ld re n .  Memories o f  ch ildhood v is i ts  to Dorset f i r s t  
b ro u g h t  me to read Weymouth Sands and Wolf Sole n t . 
The books were a reve la t ion . Someone, at las t,  had 
b r id g e d  the  space between L i te ra tu re  and the w orld  as 
I knew it .

Being a reader o f  John Cowper Powys was a lonely 
business then and i t  is s trange  to th in k  now o f  all 
the f r ie n d s  th is  a p p a re n t ly  unknown w r i te r  has 
b ro u g h t  me since. Then one day , hav ing  moved to 
London, 1 came across the V illage Bookshop and met 
J e f f  K w in tn e r .  I owe a good deal to J e f f ,  some o f i t  
f r u s t r a t io n .  E ve ry  time I th o u g h t  I had c racked  the 
secret o f  J .C .P .  he would ask ano the r question  and I 
would be th ro w n  back to the beg inn ing  aga in . I t  was 
also th ro u g h  Je f f  th a t  I f i r s t  met Kenneth Hopk ins ; 
ano the r reve la t ion .

I now live  in Cheshire  w ith  my wife Jan and 
d a u g h te r  Helen and teach at a school in  Lancash ire . I 
have w r i t te n  several a r t ic les  on the Powys fam ily  and 
am w o rk in g  on a num ber of p ro je c ts ,  in c lu d in g  the 
Unco l lected Essays o f John Cowper Powys in th ree  
la rge volumes.



REPORT ON THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
EXETER, SEPTEMBER 1988

The fo llow ing is a b r ie f  summary o f the business dealt 
w ith  a t the A .G .M . ,  4th Sept. 1988. The re  were 
several im portan t and le n g th y  d iscuss ions. Members 
w ish ing  a fu l l  account o f  the minutes should w r i te  to 
the S e c re ta ry ,  G r i f f in  Beale.

The meeting was und e r the cha irm ansh ip  o f  Morine 
K r is s d o t t i r ,  C ha ir  o f  the Society. 40 members were
p resen t.
A. The Secre ta ry  in troduced  the C ons t i tu t ion  th a t  had 
been subm itted to all members fo r  comment. A f te r  a 
tho rough  d iscussion and debate, two motions were 
passed:

i) Tha t the C ons t i tu t ion  as presen ted be app roved ,
e f fe c t ive  Sept. 4, 1988, except in its  re fe rence
to the election o f the Committee at th is  A .C .M .  
(39 in fa v o u r ;  1 opposed).
i i)  Tha t the Committee as defined by the 
C ons t i tu t ion  be elected by the A .G .M . ,  the election 
to be under* the d irec t io n  o f the P res ident and tha t 
succeeding e lections be conducted in accordance 
w ith  the terms o f  the C o n s t i tu t io n .  (38 in fa v o u r ;  
2 absen tions ).

The e f fe c t  o f  the two motions is tha t fo r  the f i r s t  
time in its  20 year h is to ry  the Society has a 
C o n s t i tu t io n ,  and o f f ice rs  and a Committee w ith  
a u th o r i ty  to conduct its  a f fa irs .
B. The Chairman repo r ted  on he r w o rk ,  p a r t ic u la r ly
in connection w ith  (a) d ra f t in g  the c o n s t i tu t io n ;  (b )  
p u b lish in g  4 New s le tte rs ; (c) consu lta tions  w ith
members o f  the Committee and meetings o f th a t  body; 
(d )  a r ra n g in g  the c u r re n t  Annual Conference.
C. The S e c re ta ry ,  G r i f f in  Beal, repo r te d  in p a r t ic u la r  
on (a) the rev is ion  o f the membership l is t ;  (b )  e f fo r ts  
to pub lic ize  the Socie ty , especia lly th ro u g h  the  help 
o f Stephen M arks; (c) d iscussions by the Committee 
o f  the p resen t f inanc ia l arrangement, und e r which more 
than 80% o f  the Society 's  membership income goes to 
s u p p o r t  che Powys Review; (d )  e f fo r ts  to im prove the 
Soc ie ty ’ s f inances by increas ing  membership and by 
hav ing  the Society made a recognized c h a r i t y .
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D . The T re a s u re r ,  Susan Rands, c ircu la te d  copies o f  
her re p o r t  to the A .G .M .  The re p o r t  was approved 
sub jec t to a co rrec t ion  by M argare t Eaton, who poin ted 
out th a t  the f i r s t  fo u r  Powys Reviews were in fac t the 
p ro p e r ty  o f  the Society, The T re a s u re r 's  re p o r t  is 
availab le to all members. Write to Susan Rands, 
V ic to r ia  Farm, B rad ley  Lane, N r .  G la s to n b u ry ,  
Somerset BA6 8LW.

ET The P res iden t,  Glen Cava lie ro , conducted the 
"Election o f  Committee members and o f f ic e rs ,  w ith  

resu lts  as fo llows:
C h a ir :  Morine K r is s d o t t i r
G en. S e c re ta ry : G r i f f in  Beale
T re a s u re r :  Susan Rands
Committee: M argare t Eaton, Michael Eve res t,

Belinda H um frey , Susan H u x ta b le -S e l ly , 
Stephen Powys M arks , Paul R oberts , 
Subi Sw if t

F, The co n s t i tu t io n  re q u i r in g  th a t  the Society appo in t 
an A u d i to r ,  the P res iden t proposed th a t  Peter Hewson,
F .  C .A .  be so appo in ted . The proposal was accepted.

G. Gerald Po llinger reported  on a v a r ie ty  o f  m atters 
re la ted to the state o f Powysian pub lica t ions ,  c u r re n t  
and p rospec tive .

_H._The E d ito r  o f the  Powys Re v ie w , Belinda H um frey , 
repo r te d  on the achievements, s ig n if ica nce , and 
f inanc ia l s itua t ion  o f  the Review and its  re la t io nsh ip  to 
the Soc ie ty . There  was a tho rough  general d iscuss ion 
in the course o f  wh ich several proposals were made: 
tha t the Review be separated from the Soc ie ty ; th a t  
the s u b s c r ip t io n s  be increased; th a t  a f ixed  p ro p o r t io n  
o f the  Socie ty 's  revenue be set aside fo r  the Re v ie w ; 
tha t the number o f issues per year be reduced . While 
members p resen t were asked to ind ica te  th e i r  fee lings 
on these proposa ls , the Chairman poin ted ou t th a t  the 
Committee would have to look c a re fu l ly  in to  the whole 
question  o f pub lica t ions .

The meeting then ad jou rned .



NEW AND FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS
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T ha nks  to the e ne rg y  o f  Powysian au tho rs  and 
e d i to rs ,  many o f  them members o f  the Socie ty , and to 
the pers is tence and hard  w ork  o f Gerald P o ll inge r,  a 
s teady stream o f  books by or about the Powyses and 
th e ir  c irc le  is now being pub lished . Some o f  these are 
fo r thcom ing  books, d e f in i te ,  b u t  too ea r ly  to r  
pub lica t ion  dates. When these have come fo r th ,  the 
New sle tte r will have deta ils  and b r ie f  rev iew s.

1. SINGULAR FIGURES, s ix  lec tures  by John Cowper 
Powys, ed ited by  Paul Roberts : John Wilkie.

2. THE LETTERS OF J .C .P .  TO HAL AND V IO LET
TR O V ILL IO N , edited by Paul R oberts : Cecil Woolf.

3. POWYS: VISIONS AND VICES, collected by G.
Wilson K n ig h t ,  ed ited by John C h r is t ie :  Cecil Woolf.

4. THE LETTERS OF J .C .P .  TO KENNETH HOPKINS
w ith  an in t ro d u c t io n  by Glen Cavaliero : R igby
and Lewis.

5. DEATH'S OTHER KINGDOM by Camel Woolsey: recen t ly  
pub lished  by V irago  Press, fo l low ing  ONE WAY OF 
LOVE.

6. FABLES by Theodore Powys, ed ited by  Lawrence 
M itche ll :  R igby and Lewis (S p r in g ,  1989).

7. BIOGRAPHY OF THEODORE F. POWYS by Lawrence
M itche ll :  The B ryn m il l  Press.

8. VARIORUM OF THE ONLY PENITENT by T .F .  Powys.

MARK ONLY by T .F .  Powys 
BO TTLE 'S  PATH by T .F .  Powys 
THE TWO THIEVES by T .F .  Powys 
THE MARKET BELL by T .F .  Powys

To be pub lished  by the B ryn m il l  Press, two in each 
ye a r ,  p a r t  o f  a programme devised by Kenneth Hopkins 
and compiled, ed ited and in trodu ced  by Lawrence 
M itc h e l l .
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9. (a) A GLASTONBURY ROMANCE by John Cowper
Powys: new ed it ion  ju s t  pub lished  by O verlook 
Press (V ik in g  Penguin) N . Y .

(b)  Motion p ic tu re s  and te lev is ion  r ig h ts  options 
renewed by composer R ichard  Tony A rn e l l ,  
p lus ope ra tic  r ig h ts .

10. AFTER MY FASHION by John Cowper Powys: 
motion p ic tu re  and te lev is ion  r ig h ts  renewed 
b y  E l s b e t h  C o c h r a n e  o f  M Y W A Y  
PRODUCTIONS.

11. ROMER MOWL AND OTHER STORIES by  John 
Cowper Powys: French c o n tra c t  w ith  R. and 
Cie.

12. CONFESSIONS OF TWO BROTHERS by John
Cowper Powys and L lewelyn Powys: French
lanugage c o n t ra c t :  G ra n it .

13. THE ART OF GROWING OLD and THE AR T OF
HAPPINESS each by John Cowper Powys both 
German ha rdco ve r  and pocke tbook: Goldmann
V e rlag .

R igby & Lewis have recen t ly  pub lished  V il lage  Love 
by Adela ide P h il ipo t ts  Ross at £9.95. Also availab le 
are Kenneth Hopkins ' The Bent Pin and Mary Casey's 
The K in g f is h e r ’s W ing . For these and o th e r  good 
books” fo r  d is c e rn in g  readers con tact Bob R igby  o f 
R igby & Lewis P u b l is h in g ,  21 A lexand ra  T e rra ce ,  
T e ignm outh , South Devon TQ14 8HA.

O ther encourag ing  news, repo r ted  by Glen Cava iie ro , 
is th a t  the COMPLETE PORIUS may ye t see the  l ig h t  
o f day . Pro fessor Bob Blackmore has appo in ted  W ilbur 
A lb re g h t  to ed it  i t .  More in fo rm ation  in the nex t 
N ew s le tte r .



THE NEW PAMPHLET
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The new Powys Society pamphlet is enclosed w ith  
th is  N ew s le tte r .  We hope members app rove . Its
p rodu c t ion  was a jo in t  e f fo r t :  the i l lu s t ra t io n s  and
w ood -eng rav ing  are the w ork  o f  G e r t ru d e  Mary Powys; 
Glen Cava lie ro , Lawrence M itche ll ,  Charles Lock and 
Morine K r is s d o t t i r  w ro te  the te x ts ;  Stephen Powys 
Marks designed and produced i t .

The pamphlet is the f i r s t  o f a number o f in i t ia t iv e s  
the Committee hope to take in an a ttem pt to b r in g  the 
Powys b ro th e rs  and th e ir  c irc le  to w ider pub lic  
re cogn it ion .  Th is  can be done on ly  w ith  the help of 
Powys en thus ias ts .  We would like  to ask e ve ry
member to p resen t a pamphlet to a person or an 
o rgan iza t ion  tha t m igh t be in te res ted  in jo in ing  the 
Soc ie ty , o r lea rn ing  more about the Powyses. A ny  
suggestion  members m ight have fo r  f u r t h e r  d is t r ib u t io n  
would be warm ly welcomed by the S e c re ta ry .

THE CONFERENCE BOOK SALE

My f i r s t  reaction to a conference book sale was 
tota l bew ilderm ent, bu t Louise de B ru in  assured me 
th a t  i t  was fa i r ,  fu n ,  and an ind ispensab le  r i tu a l 
in the  Society Annual Weekend. And so i t  has been.

T h is  yea r the Book Sale ne tted  us £1 83.70. O ver 
the years i t  has g iven  the Society a small but. essentia l 
rese rve  fu n d .

A b ib l io p h i le  and an as tu te  business man, F ranc is  
Feather lec tu res  us when necessary (and i t  o ften  is) 
on the  f inanc ia l side o f the Socie ty 's  bus iness, 
o rgan izes and runs  the book sale, and is always 
availab le  to g ive  sagacious advice to the o f f ic e rs .

We are not. a dem onstra tive  g ro u p  b u t  ail " the  
re g u la rs "  at the conferences recognize the ro le F ranc is  
Feather and his w ife  Kay p lay in the Society and we 
are g ra te fu l  to them.

M. K.



KENNETH HOPKINS
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VIRAGO PRESS have pub lished  two o f  Camel Woolsey's 
books wh ich  KENNETH HOPKINS in tro d u ce d  to them. 
V ira g o 's  e d i to r ,  Lynn  K n ig h t ,  w ro te  the fo llow ing  
(quoted w ith  pe rm iss ion ) :  " I heard about Kenneth
H opk ins 's  d e a th . . . . a n d  fe i t  v e ry  sad — though  I know 
he missed his w ife and his death s h o u ld n 't  have been 
a s u rp r is e .  He used to w r i te  such w onde rfu l le t te rs  
to us and I'm s o r ry  th e re ' l l  be no m o r e . . . .  I t  was 
love ly  to see the k indness  o f the o b i tu a r ie s . . . .  he was 
o bv ious ly  cared fo r  v e ry  d e a r ly . "

LUCY AMELIA PENNY, nee POWYS

Members may like to know th a t  th is  autumn the 
g raves tone  fo r  Lucy 's  g rave  has been erected in 
Mappowder c h u rc h y a rd .  i t  is a simple piece o f 
Pu rbeck m arb le, smooth on the face and rough  beh ind , 
w ith  a t ra d i t io n a l lv  shaped head, on a small p l in th .  I t  
is in s c r ib e d ,  as Lucy w ished , ju s t  w ith  her name, the 
dates 1890-1986, and the message 'T h a n k  y o u '.  .It is 
located in the eastern p a r t  o f the c h u rc h y a rd .

CHRISTINE STEPHENS, who died peace fu lly  on 20 
September, w ill have been known to all those o f  ou r 
members who a ttended the meetings and conferences 
d u r in g  the time when her husband D e rr ic k  was ou r  
s e c re ta ry .  Her help to him, both in p ub lic  and
beh ind  the scenes, was u n s t in t in g ,  and she fu l ly  
shared his personal concern fo r  the Socie ty 's
w e lfa re ; he r charm and enthusiasm will be recalled 
w ith  a f fec t ion  by v e ry  many o f  us, not least by those 
who enjoyed her h o s p ita l i ty  in Cam bridge. We send 
o u r  sym pa thy  to her two sons, David and Hugh 
S tephens, and to  her d a u g h te r ,  C lare B row n.

Glen C ava lie ro .
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THE CONSTITUTION AND CHARITABLE STATUS
Follow ing the adoption o f  the C o ns t i tu t ion  at the 

A .G .M .  in September, the C h a r i ty  Commission has 
confirm ed th a t  the C ons t i tu t ion  w ill be acceptable fo r  
re g is t ra t io n  under the C harit ies  A c t ,  1 960, sub jec t to 
one m inor amendment to the Object clause. The ob ject 
clause was as fo llows:

The object o f  the Society is to  promote the s tu d y  
and pub lic  recogn it ion  o f the w r i t in g s ,  th o u g h t ,  
and c o n t r ib u t io n  to the a r ts  o f  the Powys fam ily ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  o f  John Cowper, Theodore  and
L lew e lyn , and also in c lud ing  the o the r  members o f 
the fam ily  and th e ir  close associates.

The C h a r i ty  Commission and the in land  Revenue 
re q u ire  the fo llow ing amendment: "Please delete
's tu d y '  and replace w ith  'p u b lic  e d u c a t io n ' . "

Clause 6.1 o f the C ons t i tu t ion  p rov ides  fo r  add it ions  
o r  a l te ra t ions  to the C o n s t i tu t io n ;

A d d it io n s  or a l te ra t ions  to th is  C o n s t i tu t io n  shall 
be made on ly  th ro u g h  the cond uc t ing  by the 
Committee o f  a mail ba llo t o f  ail the members o f the 
Society and the app rova l o f them by tw o - th i r d s  o f 
the members who vo te . A period o f  at least two 
months must be allowed fo r  such a ba llo t to be 
ta k e n .

A t a meeting o f the Committee on Nov. 5, the fo llow ing 
proposal was made and seconded and the Committee 
voted in fa v o u r  o f the proposa l:

A mail ballo t o f  members o f the Society be sent 
to all members to vote fo r  the amendment as 
re q u ire d  by the C h a r i ty  Commission.

Members w ill th e re fo re  f in d  a ballo t paper fo llow ing 
th is  a r t ic le .  We hope all members will vote on th is  
im po rtan t issue. A la rge  m a jo r ity  o f  the  Committee 
cons iders  th a t  i t  would be in the best In te res t  o f 
the Powys Society to app ly  fo r  re g is t ra t io n  as a 
c h a r i t y .
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The po ten tia l f inanc ia l advantages alone would make 
such a step w o rth w h i le .  The Soc ie ty 's  income from 
s u b s c r ip t io n s  could be increased by at least 25% i f  
e ve ry  member covenanted his o r her annual
s u b s c r ip t io n .  T h is  would not in vo lve  any cost to 
members and would enable the Society to freeze the 
c u r re n t  su b s c r ip t io n  fo r  some time to come. The tax  
on income from investm ents could also be reclaimed. 
In fu tu re  legacies to the Society would be deemed to 
be c ha r itab le  and would not abate, as occu rred  in the 
case o f  the  Wilson K n ig h t  bequest. F in a l ly ,  the Powys 
Society would gain an added re s p e c ta b i l i ty  and we igh t 
which could increase the o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  g ra n ts  and 
g re a te r  pub lic  recogn it ion  o f the Powys fam ily .

I f  the  app rova l o f  tw o - th i rd s  o f  those members who 
do vote is ob ta ined , i t  shou ld be possib le  to subm it 
the formal app lica tion  fo r  ch a r i ta b le  s ta tus  by  the 
s p r in g  o f  1 989 p rov id ed  the th ree  year a ud it  o f  the 
Socie ty 's  accounts , requested by  the C h a r i t y  
Commission, is completed w ith in  a reasonable per iod .

We th e re fo re  hope th a t  all members w ill vote in 
fa v o u r  o f  the proposed amendment to the C o n s t i tu t io n .  
Please vote and re tu rn  yo u r  ballo t paper to the 
S e c re ta ry ,  G r i f f in  Beale, as soon as poss ib le . ^  g

-------------------------------- please c u t  here ----------------------------------------

BALLO T BALLO T BALLO T BALLO T

I am in fa v o u r  o f amending the ob ject clause o f  the 
C o n s t i tu t io n  to read:

The ob jec t o f the Society is to promote pub lic  
education and the pub lic  recogn it ion  o f  the w r i t in g s ,  
th o u g h t ,  and c o n t r ib u t io n  to the a r ts  o f  the  Powys 
fam ily , p a r t ic u la r ly  o f John Cowper, Theodore and 
L lew e lyn , and also in c lu d in g  the o the r  members o f  the 
fam ily  and th e ir  close associates.

YES...................  NO...................

Please re tu rn  as soon as possible to G r i f f in  Beal, 
S e c re ta ry ,  39 C h u rch  S tre e t ,  B r i d g w a t e r ,  S o m e rs e t  
TA6 5AT.
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THE WILSON KNIGHT BEQUEST

Members will be pleased to hear th a t  the 
adm in is tra t ion  o f the estate o f  the late G .R . Wilson 
K n ig h t  has at last been completed a f te r  almost fo u r  
yea rs . By his Will Professor Wilson K n ig h t  le f t  a
g re a t  many legacies to f r ie n d s  and o rgan iza t ions , 
in c lu d in g  a legacy o f  £1,000 to the Powys Socie ty. 
Ea rly  d u r in g  the adm in is tra t ion  o f  the estate one h a lf  
o f  each legacy was paid to ' in d iv id u a l '  legatees and 
one h a l f  o f  each 'o rgan iza t ion ' legacy was paid in to  a 
separate h igh  ra te  account pend ing  completion o f the 
adm in is tra t ion  o f  the estate.

The remain ing capita! was in s u f f ic ie n t  to pay the 
second insta lments o f the legacies in fu l l .  The 
E xecu to rs  were able to pay legacies to c h a r it ie s  in fu l l  
b u t  the  non -ch a r i ta b le  legacies had to abate and the 
Powys Society and th e  o th e r  n o n - c h a r i t a b le
o rgan iza t ions  received 89.58% o f the cap ita l o f each 
legacy; in ou r  case £895.85. However, w ith  in te re s t  
earned d u r in g  the  adm in is tra t ion  o f the estate the f ina l 
amount payable to the Society to ta l led £1 ,272.77. The 
Committee has now invested  th is  sum in a separate 
h igh  in te re s t  account.

A T A L K  ON THE POWYS FAMILY

An audience o f almost 70 a ttend^  
D orches te r C ounty  Museum on 0 
E lizabeth Lawrence e n t i t le d :  "A  Wes 
Magnetic Powys F a m ily . "

d the ta lk  at the 
ct. 15 g iven  by 
sex Eleven — the

Elizabeth Lawrence drew upon d esc r ip t ions  o f the 
fam ily  from le t te rs  and w orks  by the fam ily  and o the r  
w r i te rs  c losely associated w ith  the fam ily .  The ta lk  
was accompanied by pho tog raphs  and s lides, some of 
which were unp u b l ish e d , as well as d e l ig h t fu l  
re co rd in g s  o f e ld e r ly  Montacute people who knew, 
respected and loved the fam ily .

The ta lk  was a g rea t  success and o f in te re s t  to 
the spec ia l is t  and non -spec ia l is t  a l ike . The new Powys 
Society pamphlet, was availab le and also roused 
cons iderab le  in te re s t .  St is to be hoped th a t  th is  ta lk  
w ill be repeated.



JOHN COWPER POWYS: LETTER-W RITER

John Cowper w ro te  many le t te rs  to many people. 
Indeed, he complains to his b ro th e r  L i t t le to n  in an 
unp ub l ished  le t te r  dated Jan. 4, 1938 "Oh dear b u t  my 
correspondence is so t e r r i f i c  th a t  day a f te r  day ail 
m orn ing and a fte rnoon  is wasted in answ er ing ! I make 
it  a s t r i c t  ru le  however th a t  a f te r  tea I w r i te  Owen 
and Owen a lone !"

As Chairman o f  the Soc ie ty , my hope is that, 
e ven tua lly  J . C . P . ' s  le t te rs  w ill be t ra ce d , catalogued 
and made easily availab le to Powysians. Many are in 
U n iv e rs i ty  co llections b u t  unknow n numbers are s t i l l  in 
p r iv a te  hands. The search sometimes leads in to  
s trange  b y -w a y s .  Knowing th a t  J . C . P .  had w r i t te n  to 
A le is te r  C row ley ( The Great B e a s t ) , Gerald Pol l inge r  
contacted C row ley 's  l i te ra r y  execu to r  fo r  in fo rm ation  
and rece ived the fo llow ing  amazing re p ly  (quo ted  w ith  
p e rm is s io n ) :

In 1950 I sent Karl Germer, who had been 
C row ley 's  main source o f  income since 1925, a 
wooden pack ing  case o f  m anuscr ip ts  and books o f 
the C row ley a rc h iv e ;  among the MSS were the few 
Powys le t te rs  1 mentioned. (I took no copies o f 
them; 1 was overwhelmed w ith  the s t u f f . )

"What happened to the Powys le tte rs?  Germer died 
in 1962, leav ing his considerab le  co llection o f 
Crow leyana to h is t h i r d  w ife ,  Sasha. And Sasha 
had the lot s to len by  tha t luna t ic  Charles Manson 
and his ' f a m i ly .1 A member o f  the ' fa m i ly 1 a 
d is tu rb e d  c h i ld ,  a boy . Now, when the Manson lo t 
went ou t robb ing  houses and m u rd e r in g  people, 
they  locked th is  ch i ld  up in a chest — so goes the 
s to ry  I was to ld  — b u t one n ig h t  the poor crazed 
ch i ld  s t ru g g le d  free  and set the house on f i r e !  
And th a t  was the  end o f the Powys le t te rs  to A . C .  
and a lot o f  o th e r  va luab le  le t te rs ,  books e tc . How 
C ro w le ia n !"
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BOOKS WANTED
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"MacDonald ed it ion  re q u ire d  o f "Maiden C astle ". 
I w i l l pay up to £15. Please w r i te  to  Mr A . C ,  Elmy 
o f  49 Torsw ay Avenue , Blackpool FY3 8LD ."

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Membership fees remain at last ye a r 's  ra te :  U . K .  £10 
Abroad £12.
Th is  fee inc ludes two Reviews fo r  1989 wh ich w ill cost 
the Society a to ta l o f  £8.10. T h a t leaves £1.50 to
produce th ree  N ew s le tte rs , pay fo r  stamps and o ff ice  
supp lies , and occasional pub lica t ions ,  
i f  e v e ry  member could remember to pay his or her 
s u b s c r ip t io n  fo r  1989 p rom p tly  in the New Year i t  
would make the w o rk  o f  the Society much easier.
Please send to the T re a s u re r  (address  be low).

The P o w y s  S o c i e t y
President: Glen Cavaliers

Chairman: D r. Marine Krissdottlr, The Umekiln, East Chatdon, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 SDL
Tel: 0205 852 028

Genera: Secretary: Griffin Beale, 29 Church Street, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 SAT
Tel: 8278 822808

Treasurer: Susan Rands, Victoria Farm, Bradley Lane, N r. Clastontsury, Somerset BAS 8LW
Tel: (0858) 50509

THE NEWSLETTER is pub lished  by THE POWYS 
SOCIETY
E d ito rs :  Morine K r is s d o t t i r

G r i f f in  Beale
C o p y r ig h t  is re ta ined by all c o n t r ib u to rs .  A ll o the r  
items are the c o p y r ig h t  o f  the Powys Socie ty .
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