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We hope t o  see  many of ou r  members a t  t h i s  m e e t in g .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  Kenneth  Hopkins  i s  unwell  and r e g r e t s  
he w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  g iv e  h i s  t a l k  "Of D i a r i e s  and 
J o u r n a l s . "  A d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  a l l  of u s ,  bu t  he may 
be p e r su ad e d  to  speak  a n o t h e r  t i m e .  S ince  so many 
members have r e q u e s t e d  more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  d i s c u s s -  
io n  and r e a d i n g s ,  we th o u g h t  we might t r y  th e  f o l l o w i n g :  
b r i n g  a l o n g  your  f a v o u r i t e  Powysian p a ssa g e  and be 
p r e p a r e d  t o  r e a d  i t  a loud t o  t h e  ' c o n g r e g a t i o n * . I f  you 
a r e  n o t  t o o  shy,  e x p l a i n  why you chose i t .  So f a r  I  have 
n o t  been  a b l e  to  d e c id e  which book,  much l e a s  the  
p a s s a g e .  But I  am d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  
e x e r c i s e .

CALLING ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

T here  a r e  a number o f  i m p o r t a n t  i n i t i a t i v e s  and 
d e c i s i o n s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  would l i k e  to  c o n s u l t  the 
A d v iso ry  Committee a b o u t .  We would l i k e  t o  have a 
s e s s i o n  im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  r e g u l a r  London m ee t ing  
on March 5 t h .  P l e a s e  a t t e n d  i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e .

SUBSCRIPTIONS

These were due on J a n u a r y  1 s t .  Would any member who 
has  n o t  y e t  pa id  h i s  o r  h e r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  p l e a s e  do so 
a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .



THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Q ui te  f r a n k l y ,  we were s t a r t l e d  by th e  l a r g e  number of 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ‘t h a t  members took  t ime t o  f i l l  i n  and 
r e t u r n .  But we were d e l i g h t e d  by th e  t h o u g h t f u l ,  l i v e l y  
and i n n o v a t i v e  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  were made. I f  t h e r e  was 
e v e r  a d o u b t ,  we a r e  now a s s u r e d  t h a t  members c a re  abou t  
the  S o c i e t y  and i t s  c o n t i n u a n c e .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e y  
c a re  a b o u t  the  Powyses.  Again and a g a in  members no ted  
how i m p o r t a n t  the  w r i t i n g s  of  one o r  a n o t h e r  Powys had 
been t o  them a t  some c r i t i c a l  p o i n t  in  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  and 
how much th e y  wished t h e i r  books were b e t t e r  known.
Here a r e  some s u g g e s t i o n s  made f o r  im proving  t h e  S o c i e t y  
and a t t r a c t i n g  new members:-
- " e x p l a n a t o r y  l e a f l e t  w i th  aims o f  S o c i e t y  t o  a l l  new 

members"
-  membership l i s t s  should  be a v a i l a b l e  " t o  encourage  

f o r m a t i o n  of  r e g i o n a l  groups"
-  M a i l - s h o t s ,  p o s t e r s ,  e x h i b i t i o n s ,  bookmarks to  

p u b l i c i z e  th e  S o c i e t y  and th e  Powyses
- " t r a n s c r i p t s  of t a l k s " ,  g r e a t e r  number of in f o r m a l  

m e e t in g s  and walks 
-"more g r e e t i n g s  c a rd s"
-  i n f o r m a t i o n  about people  s t a n d i n g  f o r  o f f i c e  shou ld  

be made a v a i l a b l e  to  members b e f o r e  th e  AGM
- " r e g u l a r  N e w s l e t t e r  where members a r e  encouraged  t o  

w r i t e  s h o r t  a r t i c l e s  and sh a re  views"
- t & l k s / r e a d i n g a  on l o c a l  r a d i o  and encourage  members t o  

w r i t e  a b o u t  the  Powyses i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  p a p e r s
- " i n f o r m a l  tone and c o n s u l t a t i o n  o f  members v e r y  welcome"
-  s m a l l  l i k e - m in d e d  S o c i e t i e s  might  h e l p  each  o t h e r — 

j o i n t  c o n f e r e n c e s , f r e e  a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  each  o t h e r ' s  
j o u r n a l s  and n e w s l e t t e r s  e t c .
Thanks  t o  everyone who c o n t r i b u t e d  i d e a s .



THE ANNUAL WEEKEND C0N7EBENCE
The 1986 C onfe rence  w i l l  be h e ld  a t  Hope H a l l ,  E x e t e r  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  Sep tem ber  2nd- 4 t h .  We a r e  l i m i t i n g  i t  t h i s  
y e a r  t o  two cays  i n  t h e  hope o f  e n t i c i n g  more members to  
a t t e n d , .  Ttie programme i s  s h a p in g  n i c e l y  and w i l l  i n c l u d e  
t a l k s  py S l e n  C a v a l i e r o ,  N i k o l a i  T o l s t o y ,  O l i v e r  
W i lk in s o n  and C h a r l e s  Lock. We p la n  t o  have an a f t e r n o o n  
o f  d i s c u s s i o n  g roups  anc. more t ime f o r  in fo rm a l  
g a t h e r i n g s  so everyone  has a  chance  t o  t a l k  abou t  " t h e i r ’’ 
Powys,. Many o f  you w i l l  remember Hope H a l l  where we had 
our  1984 C o n fe re n c e ,  I t  has  i t s  own o l d - f a s h i o n e d  g r o t t y  
charm p l u s  a p r i v a t e  ( l i c e n s e d ) lo u n g e ,  d i n i n g  room and 
l i b r a r y .  D e t a i l s  i n  th e  n e x t  N e w s l e t t e r ,  bu t  mark t h e  
d a t e  on you r  c a l e n d a r  now.

Thus f a r  you r  s e c r e t a r y  and chairman  have made t h e  E x e t e r  
a r r a n g e m e n t s .  Now we would much a p p r e c i a t e  h e l p  w i th  t h e  
d e t a i l s .  Are t h e r e  any v o l u n t e e r s ?

THE THOMAS KABDY CONFERENCE

In  some minds ,  t h e  Powyses,  t h e  West C o u n t ry ,  and Thomas 
Hardy a r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  bound t o g e t h e r .  The re  w i l l  be a 
chance  t o  meet Hardy e n t h u s i a s t s  a t  a  c o n fe re n c e  t o  be 
h e ld  a t  D o r c h e s t e r  between 24'th and 3 0 th  J u l y ,  1989. In  
a d d i t i o n  t o  l e c t u r e s  and s e m i n a r s ,  t h e  Conference  w i l l  
i n c l u d e  coach t o u r s  o f  the  D o r s e t  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  p o e t ry  
r e a d i n g s  and m u s ic a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  The o r g a n i z e r s  have 
worked h a rd  t o  make i t  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e x p e r t  and 
g e n e r a l  r e a d e r  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and e n th u s i a sm  
f o r  Hardy and h i a  work,  I t  shou ld  be a  s t i m u l a t i n g  and 
e n j o y a b l e  c o n f e r e n c e .
A p p l i c a t i o n s  and f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  from Mr 
P u r s e  Swann, (who i s  a  member o f  the  Powys S o c i e t y ) .
W ri te  t o  him a t  f o a h  C o t t a g e , West K n ig h to n ,  D o r c h e s t e r ,  
D o r s e t  IDT2 8PE.



WHERE DOES YOUR MONEY CO ?
A member has  asked what he g e t  f o r  h i s  s u b s c r i p t i o n .  I t  
seems t o  us  a p e r f e c t l y  p r o p e r  q u e s t i o n  and d e s e r v e s  a 
s t r a i g h t  answer .
The membership fe e  f o r  ly87  was £ 7 -50  f o r  U..K. and £10 
f o r  O verseas  members. Out of  t h a t  the  S o c i e t y  bought 
each member two i s s u e s  of  The Powys Review from e d i t o r  
and p u b l i s h e r  B e l in d a  Humfrey. In  1967 t h i s  c o s t  a t o t a l  
of £ 6 .2 0  ( i n c l u d i n g  p .& p . ) p e r  member. The N e w s l e t t e r , 
which h e l p s  to  keep  members informed o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  new 
books a b o u t  the  Powyees and t h e i r  c i r c l e ,  c o n fe re n c e  and 
m ee t ing  d e t a i l s ,  i s  produced by th e  S o c i e t y ' s  o f f i c e r s  as 
cheap ly  as  p o s s i b l e .  In 1987 t h r e e  i s s u e s  c o s t  a round  
80 pence p e r  member.
The cn a i rm an ,  s e c r e t a r y  and th e  t r e a s u r e r  w r i t e  in n u m er 
ab le  l e t t e r s  on th e  S o c i e t y ’ s b e h a l f .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e y  
send i n  a token  b i l l  f o r  p o s t a g e .  The c o n f e r e n c e  ex p en ses  
a r e  p a id  f o r  t o t a l l y  by t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  O f f i c e r s  pay t h e i r  
own way. We do n o t  pay s p e a k e r s  a f e e .
The s t a t e d  aims of  t h e  Powys S o c i e t y  a r e  to  promote t h e  
s tudy  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  work o f  the  Powys f a m i l y .
In t h e i r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  many members o f f e r e d  h e l p f u l  
s u g g e s t i o n s  on ways to  f u l f i l  t h e s e  a ims ,  such a s  p o s t e r s ,  
m a i l - s h o t s ,  bookmarks i n  new p a p e r b ac k s ,  an expanded 
N e w s l e t t e r , more l o c a l  e v e n t s  and e x h i b i t i o n s .
The r e m a in in g  50 pence  p e r  member (210 p a i d - u p  members in  
1987) d o es  n o t  l e a v e  much room t o  manoeuvre.  The membership  
fe e  was i n c r e a s e d  f o r  1988; u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  f i x e d  c o s t s  
a re  l i k e l y  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y .  We w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  t r y  t o  keep the  N e w s l e t t e r  c o s t s  low, but th e  Welsh A r t s  
C ounc i l  has  withdrawn i t s  g r a n t  t o  The Powys R ev iew , so th e  
c o s t  o f  buying i t  w i l l  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more i n " 1986.
The S o c i e t y  seems to  have two c h o i c e s :  go on a s  i t  i s ,  o r  
r e a s s e s s  i t s  p r i o r i t i e s .  We would l i k e  t o  h e a r  t h e  v iews 
of  our  members.



BOOK REVIEWS
Three  S h e rb o r n e  Memoirs by O l i v e r  H o l t ,
Those f o r t u n a t e  enough t.o have heard  i t  w i l l  r e c a l l  w i th  
p l e a s u r e  O l i v e r  H o l t ' s  por t ra i t* ,  of  L i t t l e t o n  Powys, 
d e l i v e r e d  t o  th e  S o c i e t y  a t  Weymouth i n  September 1981 and 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Powys Review, No. 10.  The p r e s e n t  w e l l  
i l l u s t r a t e d  b o o k l e t  c o n t a i n s  a r e v i s e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h a t  
e s s a y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  two o t h e r s  which r e c a l l  the a u t h o r ' s  
s c h o o l d a y s ,  f i r s t  as  a  boy i n  the  Sherborne  P r e p a r a t o r y  
S c h o o l ,  o f  which L i t t l e t o n  Powys was h e a d m a s te r ,  and l a t e r  
a t  the  B ig  S c h o o l  i t s e l f .  A l l  t h r e e  a r e  in formed  by a  g r e a t  
z e s t  f o r  l i f e ,  and p o r t r a y  t h e  y e a r s  im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  
F i r s t  World War v.-ith a  v i v i d  eye fox d e t a i l  and w i th  generous  
humour.  T he re  a r e  a number o f  d e l i g h t f u l  a n e c d o t e s ,  some 
sh rewdly  drawn p o r t r a i t s  and ,  above a l l  f o r  t h e  a d m ire r s  o f  
t h e  Powyses,  a  p i c t u r e  o f  L i t t l e t o n  i n  h i s  world t h e t  i s  a 
u s e f u l  supp lem en t  t o  o t h e r ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  p a t r o n i s i n g ,  
a c c o u n t s  o f  a  man whose The Joy of I t  i s  s u r e l y  t h e  most 
u n d e rv a lu e d  o f  Powysian w r i t i n g s .
Three S h e rb o r n e  Memoirs can be o b t a i n e d  d i r e c t  from th e  
a u t h o r  a t  Sou th  V e r n i g o r e , Welham, C a s t l e  Cary ,  S o m e rse t ,
BA? 7NF. The c o s t  i s  £ 2 .5 0  p lu s  25 pence p o s t a g e ,  and 
p r o f i t s  w i l l  go t o  t h e  F r i e n d s  of  She rbo rne  Abbey.

Glen C a v a l i e r o .
The L i a r y  o f  John Cowper Powys, 1930 .
The M a r y  has  r e c e i v e d  some e x c e l l e n t  re v ie w s  i n c l u d i n g  
one by C a v a l i e r o ,  r e p ro d u c ed  in  t h e  l a s t  N e w s l e t t e r .  P . J .  
Kavanagh i n  The S p e c t a t o r , 12 th  S e p t .  193? c a l l s  i t  a 
" m a g ic a l ” and " i m p o r t a n t ” book. P a t r i c k  B e y n t i e n s  i n  The 
L i t e r a r y  R ev i ew , Oct .  198? p r a i s e s  F r e d e r i c k  Davies  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  and c o n s i d e r s  t h e  D ia ry  "'a good i n t r o d u c t i o n  
t o  Powys f o r  t h o s e  who have y e t  t o  t a s t e  him." ISelvyn Bragg ,  
who o r i g i n a t e d  th e  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  Ten G re a t  W r i t e r s  
s e r i e s  on Channel 4 ,  chose  t h e  D ia ry  as one o f  h i s  
" C h r i s tm a s  b o o k s . "  Now i f  someone cou ld  only  conv ince  Bragg  
t o  choose  a  Powys f o r  some f u t u r e  a e r i e s !  The D ia ry  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  from Greymxtre  Books,  56 G re a t  Queen S t .  London V/C2

The Bent P in  T h i s  book i s  a  joy  t o  b e h o ld ,  a ‘joy  t o  hand le  
and a jo y  to  r e a d .  The book i s  an a n th o lo g y  of  poems about 
f i s h i n g  c o m p i le d ,  w i th  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  and n o t e s  by Kenneth 
Hopkins .  Each poem i s  accompanied by the  b e a u t i f u l  l i n e  
drawings  o f  Tony Whieldon which were i n s p i r e d  by th e  c o u n t r y 
s i d e  a round C r e d i t o n ,  Devon, where t h e  a r t i s t  l i v e s .  At £21 
th e  book o f f e r s  g r e a t  v a lu e  f o r  money and the  book may be 

- o b t a i n e d  from RigbyfcLewis P u b l i s h i n g ,  21 A lexandra  T e r r a c e ,  
Teignmouth ,  South  Devon TQ14 BHA.



A KEW BOOK BY GLEN CAVALISE0
Out o f  Season  its a new book w i th  50 p h o to g ra p h s  o f  
s e a s i d e  scene® by I a n  David Baiter and a lo n g  i n t r o 
d u c t o r y  e ssay  by Glen C a v a l i e r o .  The p h o tog raphs  
c a p t u r e  the  e m p t in e s s  mid f u t i l i t y  o f  E n g l i s h  s e a s i d e  
towns in  w i n t e r ,  but th e y  a l s o  convey p e c u l i a r  b e a u ty  
and humour.  ,Glen C a v a l i e r o 1s p e n e t r a t i n g  e s s a y ,  drawn 
from f i r s t - h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  h a v in g  been born and bred  
i n  a s o u t h  c o a s t  r e s o r t ,  g iv e s  a n o s t a l g i c  acco u n t  of  
the  E n g l i s h  s e a s i d e  town i n  w i n t e r  as well  as  a 
f a s c i n a t i n g  g l impse  o f  th e  l o n e l y  and e c c e n t r i c  
c h a r a c t e r s  who i n h a b i t e d  such r e s o r t s  ou t  o f  s e a s o n .

P u b l i s h e d  a t  £4 .95  and o b t a i n a b l e  from O l ive  P r e s s ,  
><3B S t ,  Thomas's  Hoad, bond on. H4

HARDY'S INFLUENCE OK THE MODERN MOVE!

A s e r i e s  o f  e s s a y s  by P e t e r  J .  C asagrande  on the  g r e a t  
Wessex n o v e l i s t ' s  i n f l u e n c e  on 7 n o v e l i s t s ,  George Moore, 
P r o u s t ,  Lawrence ,  A l a l n - F o u r n i e r , D r e i s e r ,  Fowles a n d . . .  
t h e  l o n g e s t  e s s a y  -  J , C .  Powys. M acm il lan .  £27 .50

PUBLISHING NEWS
•HWWHMW'4— WIMil.l— m I—< 1W WP-— *»-am,

Much of  c u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  comes from G era ld  P o l l i n g e r  who 
knows mcst  of  what happens i n  the  Powys world (and somet imes  
b e fo re  i t  happens!.)  A new' e d i t i o n  o f  G l a s t o n b u ry Romance has  
been .publi shed by Over look P r e s s .  R igby  and Lewis w i l l  
p u b l i s h  T h e o d o r e ’s F a b l e s , a comple te  e d i t i o n  with t h e  i n t r o -  
luc tion .  and n o te s  by L a r ry  M i t c h e l l . L a r r y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  he i s  
f i n i s h i n g  a b iography o f  T .F .P .  t o  be p u b l i s h e d  by B ry n m i l l  
? res3  who a r e  a l s o  p u b l i s h i n g  The Market B e l l . S v e n - E r ik  
?ackmark hae  now concluded  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  Swedish of  
rohn Cowper’ s A u to b io g rap h y , due f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h i s  autumn 
>y Rene C o e c k e lb e r g ’ s p u b l i s h i n g  company. A H i s t o r y  of  E a s t  
l^ a ld o n ,  by J u d i t h  S t i n t o n ,  i s  to  be p u b l i s h e d  by B o y d e l l  i n  
;he s p r i n g  and Kenneth Hopkins w i l l  b r i n g  out a  new c o l l e c t i o n  

poems, E c s t a s i e s  & E l e g i e s , a t  ab o u t  t h e  same t im e .



Our a t t e n t i o n  has  been drawn t o  a l o n g  rev iew  i n  Le Monde, 
2 5 th  S e p t . ,  1987 o f  a t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  The Brazen Head. La 
T e te  Qui P a r l e , t r a d u i t  de 1 ' a n g l a i s  p a r  Bernard  G e n ie s ,  
F l a m a r i o r . , 150 F.

LLEV/ELYN POWYS -  A BIBLIOGRAPHY
M arg a re t  Ea ton  has  comple ted tile m a jo r  p a r t  o f  th e  b i b l i o 
g raphy  but has  i n a u f f i e n t  t ime t o  com ple te  t h e  work. The 
work on t h e  books s im p ly  needs  t o  be checked f o r  the  sake 
of  c o m p le t e n e s s .  H os t  o f  the  work on Magazine and j o u r n a l  
a r t i c l e s  has  been com ple ted .  B e s e a r c h  on the  Newspaper 
a r t i c l e s  has  n o t  been comple ted and t h i s  would e n t a i l  a 
good many h o u r s  work a t  th e  B r i t i s h  Li o ra ry  Newspaper 
D e p o s i t  i n  N or th  London. There  i s  no s e p a r a t e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  
d evo ted  to  L lew elyn .  M arg a re t  i s  w i l l i n g  to  r e l e a s e  a l l  the 
m a t e r i a l  t o  anyone who has  th e  t ime and energy  t o  comple te  
t h i s  moat i m p o r t a n t  work., F o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  p l e a s e  w r i t e  
t o  M a r g a r e t  Ea ton  a t  L i l i e s ,  Weedon, Nr.  A y le s b u r y .  Bucks 
HP22 4NS,

OUR THAMES TO MICHAEL EVEREST
-  f o r  p u t t i n g  ou r  membership l i s t  on com pute r .  Now 

we can c o n c e n t r a t e  on g e t t i n g  names,  a d d r e s s e s  and 
p o s t a l  codes  c o r r e c t .  One member no ted  he " h a d n ' t  
had a  N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  'gears ’’ and t h a t  " t h e  Powvs

*■ hw m iii 11 m ■4iim,.i»

Review comes when i t  w i l l ,  l i k e  a s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  
cheque.*' Em barrassed  a p o l o g i e s .  We hope t o  use  
M i c h a e l ' s  g e n e ro u s  e x p e r t i s e  t o  produce  a  l i s t  o f  
members f o r  t h o s e  who wish t o  c o n t a c t  f e l lo w  
e n t h u s i a s t s .



WARMEST CORGRANULATION3 TO BELINLA KUMFREY
-  who has  been a p p o in te d  e d i t o r  o f  the  New Welsh 

Rev iew . V»e know she w i l l  do as f i n e  a job  as she 
does  w i th  t h e  Fowys Review.
By the  t ime you read  t h i s ,  Powys Review 21 should  
be o u t .  For those  o f  you w i th o u t  a comple te  s e t  of  
t h i s  m a rv e l lo u s  j o u r n a l ,  back numbers can be 
o rd e re d  frdm Dr Humfrey.

BOOKS FOR SALE/WAMTEP
We hope t o  in c lu d e  a hooka f o r  s a l e  and wanted s e c t i o n  i n  
l a t e r  i s s u e s  Of the N e w s l e t t e r . Members w is h in g  t o  s e l l  o r  
a c q u i r e  d i f f i c u l t  t i t l e s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  the  
S e c r e t a r y ,  g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  hooka they  wish t o  s e l l  o r  
p u r c h a s e .  P l e a s e  g iv e  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
o f  th e  bock, the  e d i t i o n  and th e  p r i c e .  Membei‘6 a c h i e v i n g  a 
s a l e  o r  pu rch ase  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  make a 10$ d o n a t io n  to  
S o c i e t y  fu n d s  wnich would h e l p  t o  f i n a n c e  the  N e w s l e t t e r .

A Powys C a t a l o gue

A r e c e n t  l i s t  o f  67 Powys books i s  a v a i l a b l e  from S teven  
F e rd in a n c o  of  The Old V i c a r a g e ,  Queen Camel, Nr .  Y e o v i l ,  
S o m erse t .  Te lephone:  0935-850210.
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